e 
0 
8 
y 
y 
y 











Vol. 15, No. 2621 








= || 


SOLE, FLITE EEL APOE 
‘Scoop’ Making History 
Ford’s Airplane Past 
Cross-Licensing 
AMA Patent Pool 


By 


Chris Sinsabaugh 





O ONE “scoop” by an American 
newspaperman is apt to have 
so much influence on the defense 


program of these United States as 
the exclusive story secured a couple 
of weeks ago by Dave Wilkie of 
Detroit, automotive editor of the 
Associated Press, from Henry Ford. 
Wilkie’s nose for news led him to 
Dearborn, where he got from the 
founder of the House of Ford a 
if the red tape 
could be cut and that there would 
interference 
with the work the Ford Motor Co. 
could, using the mass production 
idea originated by Henry a 


statement that 


be no governmental 


with his Model T, build 
standardized planes a day. 
AP flashed this word around the 


world. Washington took it seriously. 
the nation’s pro- 
duction manager of the armament 


Bill Knudsen, 


program, commented: “If Mr. Ford 


says he can, I guess he can.” And 
when Henry Ford wired the war 


department that if it would send 
one of its new 400-mile-an-hour 
war airplanes to Dearborn, 
and his engineers would get busy 
studying the design, with the idea 
of producing that type of ship on 


a mass-production basis. This the 


war department has done. The 


plane now is on 


table in the Ford laboratories. 


Ford, after looking over the plane, 
opined that mass production could 
be utilized and that welding would 
replace the thousands of rivets 
Ford flew to 


now used. Edsel 
Washington and talked the plan 


over with the war department and 
it now looks as if Ford will be an 
important figure in the —_———— 

e 
P-40, with 
a top speed of 367 miles an hour, 
would be the type “most needed in 
an emergency” which, Ford says, 
can be produced at the rate of 
at least 1,000 a day within six 
months and that “it will not only 
be a simple task, but they can be 
tun off the assembly line without 
interruption of normal output of 


program. Uncle Sam 
single-engined Curtis 


says 


automobiles.” 
So much for the power of the 


press! 
of * a 


POSSIBLY SOME of you have 
forgotten that Henry Ford himself | 


once was a 


he has a magnificent airport, hang- 


ars and a factory. No moss has | 
grown on them since Ford retired | 


from this business in 1931. Henry 


has seen to that. Just why he gave 
up no one seems to know or else | 


can’t talk about it. At any rate, 


he called it a day and now he is| 


likely to again become a plane 
(See SPARKS, Page 19, Col. 1) 
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WHILE THERE are many factors in the present situation which may influence a trend different from that_which 


obtained during the first world war, the above chart is interesting since it shows our position then and now. 


In 1917 


when the United States entered the war and began production of war materials in a big way, the output of automo- 


1 1 holesal rices of automobiles had risen 41 
oe me eae Sy ee wea” aa” a we prices rose in sympathy. This, of course, was under condi- 


only 54 percent of the 
leas of actual war. Prio 


revious years’ mark. 
or to that, lines’ but 0 had risen steadily since 1915. 
gram is expected to follow similar lines 


Used 


ut on a more moderate scale. 


percent and production fell to 


Reaction to onr national defense pro- 





SAE Names 


Committee 


To Coordinate Defense 


utomotive News 

SPWHI TE SULPHUR SPRINGS, 
W. Va.—While the Society of 
Automotive Engineers was in ses- 
sion here last week, SAE officials 
set up a national defense com- 
mittee to co-ordinate widespread 
activities already undertaken in 
connection with preparedness and 
to expedite services in response to 
demands for assistance from mili- 
tary and governmental agencies. 

B. B. Bachman, vice-president of 
engineering, Autocar Co., and a 
past SAE president, is chairman 
of the new group. 

According to John A. C. Warner, 


U.S. Automotive 
Exports Hit As 
Italy Enters War 


WASHINGTON. - 













-Another large 


|products has been lost through | 
| entrance of Italy into the European | 
| war. Extension of hostilities to the | 
|Mediterranean area and applica- | 
tion of the Neutrality Act will lop | 
loff a sizable part of all shipments | 
overseas, the $162,000,000 worth of | 
exports to that region last year| 
representing 5 percent of all ex-| 
|ports from the United States, 
| according to commerce department | 
figures. 
Shipments of automotive prod- 
ucts to countries bordering the! 
Mediterranean last year were val- 
ued at $10,900,000, of which 60} 
percent went to Egypt, Turkey 
(See EXPORTS, Page 4, Col. 1) 


SAE general manager, the society 
already is equipped with working 
committees under standardization 
and research and as special groups, 
which will fit into the national de- 
fense group structure. 

This action followed an address 
by Lieut.-Col. E. E. MacMoreland 
Monday night, in which he outlined 
war preparedness plans with which 
engineers are deeply concerned. 
MacMoreland is secretary of the 
Army and Navy munitions board. 
Here is a condensation of his talk: 

“The War and Navy departments 
are to place their own orders after 
consulting with the board. It will 
then be the duty of the board to 
see that the materials are supplied 
to munitions plants, production 
schedules maintained and other 
elements for manufacture made 
available as needed. 

“The War department realizes 
that our friends Knudsen and 
Stettinius are better fitted to cope 


manufacturer of air | narket for American automotive | With the headaches of the pees 
ships and that out in Dearborn 


(See U.S. DEFENSE, Page 5, Col. 





FOB Factory— 


A new department, making 
its bow on page 14 of this issue, 
is dedicated to those unsung 
engineers, purchasing agents 
and designers in both automo- 
bile and supply plants who al- 
ready are such a vital force in 
our industrial scheme, but who 
will become an even greater 


factor in the months to come. 
For current news and comment 
on what these men are think- 
planning and doing, 
regularly! 


ing, 
“FOB Factory” 


read 





The Top Ten 
PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: oie 


1940 
Pos. Make Pos. 


1—306,985 Chevrolet 222,475—.1 
2—199,889 Ford 168,175— 2 


3—156,670 Plymouth 135,452— 3 


4— 98,151 Buick 
5— 78,324 Pontiac 54,359-—— 6 
6— 76,280 Dodge 12,241— 5 
7— 68,637 Oldsmobile 50,070— 7 
8— 36,050 Chrysler 25,544— 8 
9— 34,532 Studebaker 20,093—11 
10— 30,342 Mercury 20,666—10 

Total All Makes 
1,213,894 940,696 
For complete standings of all 
makes see Page 15, this issue. 


Seattle Dealers 
Settle Dispute 
With Salesmen 


SEATTLE. — Encouraging news 
is settlement of the salesman’s 
union-car dealer controversy in 
Seattle, this being accomplished 
lover the conference table, but not 
| without a strike at one dealership 
|for a period of over two weeks. 
| The controversy with the me- 
|chanics union in this city is still 
pending, the union having called a 
| strike at one establishment again, 
|to bring the matter “to a head.” 


Changes in the salesman’s con- 
|tract, (for the period of May 1, 
| 1940, to Apr. 1, 1941) are contained 
in the award of the arbitration 
board, the agreement being reached 
June 4, through acceptance by the 
dealers and the union. The third 
|or neutral member of the board 
was Monsignor Ryan, while J. J. 

(See SEATTLE, Page 2, Col. 4) 
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| passage of this act, 


INDUSTRY PLANS NORMAL OUTPUT 


Business As Usual 
Urged to Finance 
Defense Program 


AMA Re-elects Macauley, 
Names Mason to 
Treasury Post 


DETROIT.—No serious 
dislocation of automobile and 
truck manufacture need be 
caused by the present arma- 
ments program, according to 
the report of Alvan Macauley, 
president, to the annual meeting of 
Automobile Manufacturers Assn., 
held at the association’s head- 
quarters in the New Center Bldg. 
here Wednesday. 


On the other hand, any decrease 
in the industry’s peacetime pro- 
duction would do much to cripple 
the economic resources of the 
country, Macauley’s report pointed 
out. 


The meeting heard reports and 
speeches by Carlos Jolly, chairman 
of the field relations committee, 
general attorney for General Mo- 
tors; R. H. Grant, chairman of the 
sales managers committee, vice- 
president of General Motors; Rob- 
ert F. Black, chairman of motor 
truck committee, president of 
White Motor Co.; B. C. Budd, 
chairman of export committee, of 
Packard, and Paul W. Garrett, 
chairman of public relations com- 
mittee, vice-president of General 
Motors. 


Two addresses by non-members 
completed the program; at lunch 
Don Kennedy, chief engineer of 
Michigan State highway depart- 
ment reviewed work of the Michi- 
gan highway survey, and briefly 
outlined some of its results. Ray- 
mond T. Clapper, Washington 
columnist for Scripps-Howard 
papers, addressed the afternoon 
session. 

Problems presented by the in- 

(Continued on Page 12, Col. 4) 


Factory - Dealer 
Contract Law 


_ Studied in La. 


NEW ORLEANS.—A bill which, 
it is believed, will go far toward 
preventing arbitrary cancellation 
of dealer contracts, and which 
would make _ such cancellation 
without just cause, basis for dam- 
ages, has been introduced in the 
legislature now in_ session at 
Baton Rouge. 

The proposed law would compel 
approval of any manufacturer- 
dealer contract by the Louisiana 
attorney general and provides that: 

“In the event of a breach of said 
contract, the party injured or 
damaged by such breach may have 
recourse for the liquidation of his 
damages to the courts in this 
state.” It further provides that 
failure to file copies of the con- 
tract with the attorney general and 
the secretary of state will “render 


|the contract unenforceable.” 


The law would not apply to ex- 


| isting contracts until their expira- 
| tion, nor dealers operating without 


a contract. It is provided, how- 
that “if any motor vehicle 
manufacturer should, after’ the 
without good 
(See CONTRACTS, Page 2, Col. 5) 
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Committee Cites Methods  |3,,- 1 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, JUNE 17, 1940 


Congress Moves for War on State Trade Barriers 


For Removing Obstacles 


Special to Automotive News 
WASHINGTON.—A detailed pro- 
gram for federal action against 
interstate trade barriers, which 
have become a constant harass- 
men of motorists and trucking in- 
terests, is before Congress. 
Recommending Congressional ac- 
tion to remove obstacles to the 
free flow of commerce between 
states, a special House committee 
asserted the United States is dis- 
integrating into “a Balkanized 
mess of trade barriers,’ which is 


Safety Is Theme 
Of Empire State 


Dealer Conclave 


SYRACUSE, N. Y.—“Safety” wil 
be the chief theme of the annua 
convention of the Empire State 
Automobile Merchants Assn., to be 
held here June 24-25, according to 
Theodore Southworth, president. 

The following phases of “Safety” 
as it affects automobile dealers and 
the motoring public will receive 
particular emphasis: 

1. A safe driver—one that has 
been properly instructed and is 
willing to practice the fundamen- 
tals of safe driving. 

2. A safe automobile—one that is 
properly maintained in a safe con- 
dition. 

3. A safe highway—one that is 
adequate for the traffic and pro- 
vided with proper safety features. 

As one of the principal speakers, 
Carroll E. Mealey, state motor ve- 
hicle commissioner, will explain 
the work of the state on this sub- 
ject and the importance of secur- 
ing industry co-operation for the 
advancement of the safety pro- 


am. 

Other subjects scheduled for 
dealer discussion at the convention, 
it was announced, include ex- 
tension of services to customers; 
formulation of a legislative pro- 
gram which will include discus- 
sion of “the much regretted” veto 
of a deferred registration bill at 
the last session of the state legis- 
lature, and consideration of future 
business conditions. 


Studebaker Sales 


Soar in Canada 


WALKERVILLE, Ont. — Factory 
sales of Studebaker passenger cars 
and trucks in Canada during May 
were ahead of any May in the 
past 12 years, according to M. S. 
Brooks, president, Studebaker 
Corp. of Canada, Ltd. 

“May was the best single month 
we have had since April, 1939,” said 
Brooks. “In this latter month our 
volume was unusually great be- 
cause of the introduction of the 
low-priced Champion and the ship- 
ment of a large bank of accumu- 
lated orders. In the first five months 
of this year our sales are 20 per- 
cent better than the same period 
in 1939.” 


Output Under Way 


MILWAUKEE.—Production is under 


way by the De Kalb Wagon Co., De 
Kalb, Ill., on new Dodge trucks de- 
signed by Brooks Stevens, Milwaukee 


industrial designer. Bodies are made 
of metal, welded and _ soldered to a 
passenger car finish. Two-tone paint 
scheme is being utilized with a long, 
narrow panel of darker color sweeping 
from the radiator grille back to the 
rear end of the truck. Horizontal 
moldings serve as rub-rails and ac- 
centuate the lowering and lengthening 
of the appearance of the truck. 


Best Speed 25 M.P.H.; 
Buy Fuel Before Dawn 


PONTIAC. — The most eco- 
nomical speed to drive a car is 
25 miles per hour, according to 
exhaustive 


conducted by 
Motors 


tests 
Pontiac at General 
Proving Ground. 

Best time to buy gas, 
engineers say, is before 
comes up. Later in the day the 
sun causes gasoline to expand 
and dawn-buying may save five 
gallons in 100. 


Pontiac 
the sun 





stifling trade, impeding the ex- 
change of goods and causing un- 
employment. 

Among the committee’s recom- 
mendations were: 

Congress should amend the 

federal-aid highway law so that 
no state could participate in the 
federal benefits until it had adopted 
a uniform highway law or code, to 
be provided by Congress. 

2 Where a freight rate is higher 
in one section than another, the 
railroads should be compelled to 
assume the burden of defending 
the higher rate before the ICC. 
3 Congress should enact legisla- 

tion providing that the U. S. 
state department, upon request of 
two or more state governors, 
should offer its services to the 
states in any effort to end trade 
barriers. 

Among the highway barriers 
cited by the committee were ports 
of entry, unnecessary and burden- 
some fees and taxes on trucks, and 
other harassing laws or regulations 
on use of the highways. The re- 
port describes as a “monumental 
barrier’ the present freight rate 
structures which makes rates in 
territories south of the Ohio river 
40 percent higher than those north 
of it, and western rates 47 to 75 
percent higher than east of the 
Mississippi and north of the Ohio. 






Sales Managers 
Say: 

STUDEBAKER.—George D. Kel- 
ler: “Studebaker’s retail deliveries 
in May totaled 10,328 cars and 
trucks, compared with 9,533 units 
in May, 1939. Last month’s deliv- 
eries were the largest for any May 
since 1928, while sales in the first 


five months of 1940 total 42,835 
units as against 28,887 last year.” 
* * * 


CADILLAC - LaSALLE. — D. E. 
Ahrens: “Our used car sales in 
May were the largest in three 
years. The turnover indicates our 
retail outlets will not be left with 
burdensome used car stocks after 
our strong new car selling season.” 

* * ~ 


PONTIAC.—D. U. Bathrick: “De- 
liveries of Pontiac cars for the first 
10 days of June were 6,681, a gain 
of 49 percent over the 4,498 new 
cars delivered during the same pe- 
riod last year. Inventories again 
show a decline during the last 10 
days, and unfilled orders continued 
at a record-breaking rate with 4% 
times as many on hand as there 
were a year ago. Used car sales by 
Pontiac dealers continued at the 
record-breaking rate established in 
May with an increase of 26.5 per- 
cent over the first period of June, 
1939. 





* * * 


CHEVROLET. — W. E. Holler: 
“Retail sales of 27,843 new passen- 
ger and commercial cars during the 
first 10 days of June are reported 
by Chevrolet dealers. This is an 
increase of 17.7 percent over the 
same period last year, when 23,653 
units were delivered. Used car sales 
during the period totaled 54,986, a 
gain over both the comparable pe- 
riod last year and the first 10 
days of May this year. The in- 
crease over the same period last 
year was 16.4 percent.” 

: 


OLDSMOBILE. — D. E. Ralston: 
“Oldsmobile sales for the first 10 


eaders Frolic . . . 





FEDERAL WATCHDOGS of transportation matters relaxed last week at the 


American Truckin 


Assns. party in the formal garden adjoining its national 
headquarters in Washington. Right is Joseph B. 


Eastman, chairman of Inter- 


state Commerce Commission, conversing with Rep. Clarence F. Lea, of Cali- 
fornia, chairman of the House committee on interstate and foreign commerce. 





TRUCKING 


trucking matters or whatever Ted V. 


Rodgers, left, long-time 
ATA, and Sam Markel, of Markel Service, Richmond, Va., are ta 


LEADERS found the annual garden party of the American 
Trucking Assns. at national headquarters as good a place as any to talk about 


emma of 
king about. 


Ford Co. Fetes 37th Birthday 
With Day at N.Y. World Fair 


DEARBORN.—A _ special train, | 
bearing several hundred Ford Mo- | 
tor Co. employes, dealers and 
friends, left Dearborn at 7:15 p.m. 
Thursday for New York where | 
Ford Day was celebrated at the| 
World’s Fair Sunday. 

Ford Day marks the 37th anni- 
versary of the founding of the 
Ford Motor Co. The five oldest 
Ford dealers will be the special | 
guests of the company for the oc- | 
casion, and a highlight of the 
celebration will be the return of 
the 28 millionth Ford car from its 
13,000-mile goodwill tour through 
Mexico, Canada and the United | 
States. 

Special trains are carrying large 
groups from the Somerville and 
Chester branches, as well as from 
Dearborn, and special railroad cars 
have been arranged in a dozen 
other Ford branch cities. Somer- 
ville, in the Boston area, has ar- 
ranged for a crowd of 1,500, and | 
Chester, in the Philadelphia dis- 
trict, expects to have 2,000. 

Edsel Ford, president, will be on 
hand at the Ford Exposition build- 
ing at the Fair to welcome the re- 
turn of Ford car No. 28,000,000. 
The car left the Fair on Apr. 8 and 
has since visited the capitals of 





days of June totaled 4,820 cars as| yexico, Canada, and the United | 
compared to 3,919 for the same! gtates, and scores of other cities | 
period a year ago. Sales during) ajong the route. In recognition of 
the first 10 days of June were/ the goodwill mission of the car, | 


the largest for this period since | representatives of the three gov- 


| 

ae 
| Dealerships Merged 
| 


| §T. LOUIS. — Downtown Chevrolet 
Co. and South St. Louis Chevrolet Co. 
| have been consolidated under the man- 
| agement and ownership of tush 
| James, president of the former firm, 
lunder the name of the South Side 
Chevrolet Co. Quarters of Downtown 
Chevrolet Co. will be maintained for 
several months for the convenience of 
Chevrolet owners. As a result of the 
consolidation, William J. Rasmussen, 
who was the head of the South Side 
company, will devote his entire time 
to the Big Four Motor Co., of which 


‘he is president. 


ernments and the top officials of | 


ithe World’s Fair will join in wel- 
| coming its return. 


| 


Three of the five oldest Ford | 
dealers have been with the com- 
|pany since it started in business 
on June 16, 1903, and the other two 
began selling Ford cars a few 
months later. The men, who rep- 
resent every section of the coun- 
try, are William L. Hughson, San 
Francisco; S. Tenvoorde, St. Cloud, | 
Minn.; Glenn E. Holmes, Chicago; 


Benjamin D. Trevor, Key West, 


| Saturday throughout the year. All 


Fla., and John R. Millard, Kings- 
ton, N. Y. 


The Ford celebration will in- 
clude a luncheon for newsmen in 
the Ford Exposition building, and 
a specially-arranged broadcast in 
which Linton Wells, foreign cor- 
respondent and radio commenta- 


| tor, will interview Edsel Ford on 


the company’s first 37 years of 
business. The interview, which is 
to take place in New York, will be 
relayed to Dearborn and broadcast 
from the Ford Rotunda in Wells’ 
usual spot on the Ford Summer 
Hour. 


Seattle 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Rohan represented the union and 
E. B. Fish the dealers. 


An innovation is that all show- 
rooms must close at 6 p.m. every 


other week-day nights, between 
Oct. 1 and Mar. 1, the 6 o'clock 
closing is to be effective. Hereto- 
fore 9 p.m. was the closing hour. 

The drawing account for sales- 
men has been increased from $80 
per month to $100, half payable 
twice monthly. 

New car sales commission re- 
mains unchanged at 5% percent on 
factory list price. Change in house 
deals from 5 percent of total units | 
sold in any quarter has been made 
to 12%2 percent of total number of 
new cars sold during the quarter | 
and no house deals on used ears. 

Participating in the agreement 





is the Seattle Automobile Dealers 
Assn. and the Automobile Drivers | 
and Demonstrators Local Union, | 
No. 882. 

New car sales during May were | 
about 20 percent ahead of May | 
last year, the figures being 1,337 
this year compared with 1,125 last 
year in King county (Seattle). 








Contracts 


(Continued from Page 1) 
cause, or without tendering reim. 
bursement for the damage or in. 
jury sustained by its dealer, agent 
or representative, cancel the exigt. 
ing contract or should withoy 
good cause refuse to continue th, 
business relationship now existin 
between manufacturer and agent 
dealer or representative without 
contract, the dealer or agent so in. 
jured by the loss of his or its 
dealership, may sue and recover 
all actual damages sustained }y 
him... and for a violation of th. 
provisions of this act, a domesti 
corporation shall forfeit its charter 
and a foreign corporation shal 
forfeit its right to do business jy 
this state and shall also forfeit no} 
less than $500 and not more thay Ji 
$1,000 to the state of Louisiana an; 
shall be proceeded against by the 
attorney general in the manner} at 


Dt 
t 
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and form provided under the law;| Fro 
of this state.” may 

The third and last section of th| haw 
proposed law provides that “in any past 
action taken under this act proo!| wre: 


by the party plaintiff that he ha; 
been compelled to discontinue th] be 
relationship of manufacturer 
agent, dealer or representative 07 
account of the unlawful act of 
breach of said contract by the 
party defendant or that the party 
defendant has threatened to cance 
said contract without good caus 
shall be conclusive evidence of 
damage and in every case proof of 
any unlawful purpose or agree. 
ment to violate the terms of saii 
contract shall entitle the party in. 
jured thereby to all actual damage 
sustained by him and shall in ad 
dition thereto subject the party 
violating said contract to th 
penalty provided by this act.” 

Louisiana dealers are said to bk 
behind the bill, but decline to dis 
cuss the matter. It is said aly 
to have the backing of the nev 
state administration headed bh 
Gov. Sam H. Jones. 


250 Persons Attend 


ATA Garden Party 
WASHINGTON.—More than 2% 
members and guests of America 
Trucking Assns. gathered her 
last week for the third annul 
garden party of the organization 
the guests including members 
Congress and the Interstate Con- 
merce Commission, representative 
of the war department, attorney: 
and ICC practitioners, ICC bureat 
and department heads and & 
aminers, representatives of rai: 
roads and other _transportatio 
figures. 

Among those present wet 
Joseph B. Eastman, chairman ¢ 
ICC; Rep. Clarence F. Lea, ¢ 
California, chairman of the Hous 
interstate and foreign commert 
committee; Rep. Vincent F. Har 
rington; ICC Commissioner W. ‘ 
Patterson; Dwight L. Sutherlan 
ATA vice-president; N. P. Sterlin 
Davison Transfer & Storage Co 
J. W. Stevens, W. T. Cowan, Ine 
John P. Flaherty, Baltimore Tran 
fer Co.; R. S. Posey, Shirks Mot 
Corp., and Clifford Carter, Midd: 
Atlantic States Motor Conferenc 


ICC Asked to Determint 


Carriers’ ‘Safety’ Worker 

WASHINGTON —Interstat! 
Commerce Commission has unde 
consideration a petition from th 
American Trucking Assns. askité 
it to determine “at the earlie 
practicable time” the classes ° 
motor carrier employes, other th# 
drivers, engaged in work affectit 
safety of operations. by At: 
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The request was made a 
as the ae of the recent U. © Dyks 
supreme court decision that = ( 
authority over motor carrier © GRA 
ploye hours covers. only thos Rapids 
whose work affects safety. “| Agcy 
others, the court held, are unde officer; 
the jurisdiction of the Fair Labo Dykstr 
Standards Act and the Wage- aa Se 
division of the U. S. labor depar Willian 
ment. tine B 
——————— Shook, 
Buys 25 Trailers || wer, 
DETROIT.—Purchase of 25 stailiS] Auto § 
steel refrigerated Fruehauf trailers © Clauc 
Keeshin Motor Express for the Mt was gy, 
portation of perishables, 1S ane aut , 
by C. L. Schneider, Chicago 0 "| ““tomo 

manager of Fruehauf Trailer \ 
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URING the past week I visited 

the annual frolic of the Ohio 
Automobile Dealers Assn., which 
was held at Cedar Point, O. What- 
ever cause may be given, I cannot 
help but feel that attendance at 
this session revealed considerable 
apathy on the part of dealers to- 
ward this event. Probably the tim- 
ing was a big factor and weather 


certainly was no help, but it seems | 


to me that as a general thing 
the rank-and-file dealers fail to 
appreciate the need for attendance 


at aS many meetings of their | 


associations as they can possibly 
attend. 
* ok Ba 

Just at the present time, of 
course, the average dealer may 
feel that time can better be spent 
at his own place of business. 
From a short-haul viewpoint, this 
may be true. From the long- 
haul, it definitely is not. For the 
past several years dealers have 
wrestled with a steadily pressing 
array of problems that cannot 
be repelled single-handed. Like 
the struggling Allied armies to- 
day, these problems can be held 
in check only so long as dealers 
hold together to the point at 
least where complete _break- 
through can be resisted. Like 
the lone soldier in the line, the 
lone dealer who cuts himself off 
from others may find that he is 
encircled before he is aware of 
it. A live trade association can 
act as a general staff to co- 
ordinate the efforts of dealers, 
to keep the individual informed 
of the ebb and flow of events 
and thus help him to keep out 
of difficulty. To do this the as- 
sociation need not keep _ its 
members constantly on the of- 
fense, but rather on the alert. 

* * cd 


Changing Conditions 


oo are indications that in 
the future some of the problems 
of the past may be resolved by 
changing economic conditions. If 
our present national defense effort 
brings about a curtailment of pro- 
duction and an increase in demand 
through increased employment, 
many of the problems created by a 
heavy production, which required 
a stimulation of demand, may be 
eased. But the new condition will 
undoubtedly bring new problems of 
its own. A reduction in production 
could be followed by favoritism in 
shipping available cars to _ this 
dealer or that. A famine is no 
more desirable than a glut. I 
personally do not think that any 
such condition will develop, but I 
merely say that it can. I still be- 
lieve that the automotive industry 
will be able to meet all defense 
demands and still produce suffici- 
ent cars to meet any effective 
demand from the field. This was 
true in 1917 and 1918 when the 
industry was much younger. At 
that time the wholesale prices of 
new cars rose 41 percent between 
1917 and 1918, and used cars rose 
very sharply because of a shortage. 
It is interesting to note that esti- 
mates at that time indicated that 
fewer than 10,000 cars were per- 
mitted to pass out of service dur- 
ing those years. The actual in- 
Crease in the number of cars in 
use at the end of 1918 was within 


10,000 of the number in operation | 


at the end of 1917, plus the 1918 
output. This would indicate that 
the demand for new cars will not 
diminish, while some of that de- 
mand would be switched to used 


Dykstra Elected Head 
Of Grand Rapids Assn. 


By William C. Callahan 











GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Grand | 
Rapids Passenger Car Dealers | 
Assn. have named the following 
Officers: President, Lawrence S. 


Dykstra, manager, Universal Car | 


& Service Co.; vice - president, 
William Cotter, president, Wolve- 
rine Buick Co.; secretary, W. R. 
Shook, Alberda-Shook Co.; 
urer, Don Stegman, Stegman-Olsee 
Auto Sales & Service Co. 

Claude Goldner, Plymouth dealer, 
Vas elected chairman of the 1940 
automobile show. 


treas- | 


all 
difficult to obtain. This, as I said 
before, would probably help solve 


current problems. 
* * * 


cars if new cars were at 


On the other hand, the asso- 
ciation will be just as necessary 
to meet new problems. There 
can be little question that an 
intensive drive to put the nation 
on a defense basis will directly 
or indirectly affe.. business, 
large and small, throughout the 
country. There will be regula- 
tions, stipulations and taxations. 
Your trade association will be 
your most direct contact between 
your trade and the government. 
In this way it can serve both 
you and your government. It can 
help you to avoid mixups with 
those in authority by keeping 
you fully informed as to changes 
in any rules or regulations. It 
can help the government by con- 
veying notices of any changes 
directly to you quickly and 
economically. It can notify you 
of any rulings being considered 
that may be unfair to your trade 
or it can reflect your viewpoint 
to any board or body having to 
do with regulations that would 
affect your trade. 


* * * 


A Patriotic Duty 


RANKLY I think that at this 

particular time membership in a 
trade group is somewhat a patri- 
otic duty. In this way dealers 
could bring about a _ voluntary 
mobilization among _ themselves 
that would protect their own inter- 
ests and at the same time prove 


an invaluable aid to the govern- 
ment in an emergency, since 
through such a setup it could 


communicate with the entire trade 
by merely contacting the associa- 
tion leaders. Active membership is 
not necessarily required for this, 
but the inactive member kids only 
himself. 

a cd * 

In answer to a letter asking 
for an opinion on what effect 
the defense program will have on 
automobile financing, which 
would also cover automobile 
sales, the National Assn. of Sales 
Finance Companies makes some 
interesting observations. It points 
out that in the period 1900 to 
1917 automobile output rose each 
year, while in 1918 the output 
was only 54 percent of the 1917 
total. This was not due to lack 
of demand but rather to plants 
being turned to munitions pro- 
duction. Wholesale prices climbed 
41 percent, and the total output 
was quickly absorbed, which 
would indicate that the demand 
remained constant. 

oe ad ok 


In Case of War 
EPOSSESSION, NASFC_ does 
not feel, would increase except 
where men were called to service 
in event of our entry into war. 
Financing losses would not gain 
except for the same reason. Fi- 
nance companies would be able to 
enforce collections in this case un- 
less some special moratorium was 
declared in cases of men called 
to military service. Such a mora- 
torium would probably be effected. 
Employment will increase but prob- 
ably not immediately. When war 
was declared in 1914, it was early 


|}in 1915 before real increases were 


noticed. From then until 1919 there 
was work for everyone. Finance 
rates probably will increase in 
sympathy with a general increase 
in interest rates. There will prob- 
ably be a firming of down pay- 
ments at about 33% percent, and 
terms would probably be cut to 18 
months. Three-year cars will be- 
come good risks on 12-month deals. 
It would be desirable to obtain 
endorsers on notes even before the 
country actually went to war. This 
would be even more desirable later. 
NAFSC predicts that we will have 


| several years of intensive rearma- 


CATA Elects Five Directors 


Plymouth Honors Dealers . . . 





OFFICIALS of Chrysler Corp. 
Waters, second from right, San 


ay tribute to the sales record of James F. 
rancisco Plymouth and De Soto distributor, 


for selling more Plymouth cars in the United States last year than any other 
dealer. In the picture with him and the trophies he received are, left to right, 


Charles W. Bloom, De Soto regional 
Chrysler Motors of California, and at 
sales manager of De Soto. 


- 


ager eon 





manager; Verne Orr, vice-president of 
extreme right, J. B. Wagstaff, general 


PLYMOUTH TROPHY was presented to De Cozen Motor Co., Chrysler- 
Plymouth distributors, Newark, as the ‘‘Dealer of the Year’ in that territory 
for record new car sales during 1939. Alfred De Cozen, president and general 
manager, accepted the gold cup for the largest Plymouth retail sales in the 


State of New Jersey, and a Sun-Ray 
Left to right at the ceremonies were 


of service; E. F. Chapman, assistant general —r. of Pl 
A. D. Innis, special Plymouth representative, and H. P. 


regional manager. 


IN RECOGNITION of city and state 
two special Plymouth trophies were presented to officials of the Chrysler New 


York Co. Left to right are E. F. Ch 
Stewart, president of Chrysler New 
leadership in New York City 


F. L. Wiethoff, vice-president of the fi 


proase aan for the City of Newark. 
J. D. McCrimmon, Plymouth’s director 
ymouth; De Cozen; 
alentine, Chrysler 





leadership in new car sales during 1939, 


apman, vice-president of Plymouth; W. D. 


ork, holding the plaque denoting sales 


rm; Ted 


Wright, sales manager of Chrysler New York, with the gold cup denoting 
state leadership; A. D. Innis, special Plymouth representative who made the 


awards; H. P. Valentine, 
division, and J. D. 


Ohio Dealers 


New York regional manager for Chrysler Sales 
McCrimmon, director of service of Plymouth division. 


Hear Plea 


For Closer Cooperation 


CEDAR POINT, O.—With fewer 
than 100 members present, Ohio 
Automobile Dealers Assn. met here 
for its annual summer frolic Tues- 
day, Wednesday and Thursday. 
Howard LaVerne Wynegar, presi- 
dent of Commercial Credit Co., 
was the principal speaker of the 


Cincinnati Dealers 
Hold Annual Outing 


CINCINNATI.—With more than 
300 dealers, salesmen and _ allied 
tradesmen in attendance, the Cin- 
cinnati Automobile Dealers Assn. 
held the largest outing and golf 
tournament in the 35 years of its 
history on June 10. More than $700 
in prizes were awarded winners of 
golf and other events. 

During the dinner program, 
President J. W. Tarbill reviewed 
organization services and achieve- 
ments of the past year. Included in 
the list of honor guests were Lynn 
B. Timmerman, Lima, (O.), dealer 
who represents Ohio on the board 
of the National Automobile Deal- 
ers Assn., and William Aitchison, 


| of New Castle, Ind., former presi- 


ment, even though we never be- 
come involved in the war. This 
it says, will result in great busy. | 


ness activity in all fields. 


dent of the Indiana Automobile 
Dealers Assn. 

To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 


is a necessity. 


meeting at the luncheon 
Wednesday. 

Wynegar outlined his ideas of 
the effect of the national defense 
program on dealer operations, stat- 
ing that in his opinion the defense 
efforts would lead to a curtail- 
ment of production which would 
relieve dealers from pressure sell- 
ing and at the same time bring 
about an increase in both new and 
used car prices. 

He also reiterated the need for 
closer cooperation between deal- 
ers and finance companies to off- 
set the growing competition from 
regular banking institutions in the 
finance field. Banks, he declared, 
seek only the cream of the finance 
business and offer the dealer noth- 
ing in the way of service. 

At the business session Thurs- 
day, there was considerable dis- 
cussion of proposed legislative 
programs for the association and 
reports on progress being made to 
date in the enforcement of the 
dealers and _ salesmen’s licensing 
law in the state. Definite action on 
a plan for the association to en- 
gage in co-operative buying for its 
members was postponed. 

At the meeting it was decided to 
hold the regular annual conven- 
tion of the association at Akron in 
| November this year. Definite dates 
| for the anmual meeting will be set 
| later. 


noon 


‘Need Is Cited 


For Changes in 
Contract Setup 


CHICAGO.—Election of Carl T. 
Deufel, William D. Reagan and Ed 
C. Schneider as new directors, and 
Paul B. Smithson and Ben T. 
Wright to succeed themselves on 
the board, marked the 35th annual 
meeting of the Chicago Automo- 
bile Trade Assn. in the Hotel 
Knickerbocker. 


Deufel heads the Chevrolet dealer 
group in this area, and Reagan the 
Chrysler group, while Schneider is 
a former president of the Ford 
dealer association. Smithson is a 
Packard dealer, and Wright, CATA 
treasurer for the past year, handles 
Ford, Mercury and Lincoln-Zephyr. 


In addition to presenting J. B. 
Van Tassel, newly appointed busi- 
ness management counsel of CATA 
for a brief talk, Lynn S. Snow, 
president, introduced Sam Shapiro, 
general manager, who delivered the 
annual report reviewing CATA ac- 
tivities and plans for the future. 


Shapiro listed more than a score 
of services given to members by 
the association, accenting the value 
of each, and concluded by citing 
the- problems of the trade and 
suggestions for solving them. On 
these points he said: 


“For a long time there has been 
a strong need for material changes 
in factory-dealer relations. There 
is particularly at this time a crying 
need for such changes when in- 
dustry unity is a prime requisite 
for national strength. 


“Protected territories within 
metropolitan districts are required, 
as well as observance of existing 
territory plans. Definite limitations 
should be placed in all contracts 
on the number of dealers in a 
given community, and this limita- 
tion should be based on existing 
potentials and not on .wishful 
thinking. 

“Obviously it is only fair that all 
contracts provide for a _ greater 
measure of security by being writ- 
ten for a reasonable period of 
time and subject to termination at 
the end of the contract period only 
for good cause. Relief from pres- 
sure, subtle and otherwise, is badly 
needed, as well as withdrawal of 
factory support for volume opera- 
tion plans which promote sales at 
the bitter expense of dealers. 

“We strongly hope that these 
subjects will lend themselves to 
solution through the means of the 
conference table, for otherwise 
present tendencies throughout the 
United States toward state legisla- 
tion will be strengthened. It is 
generally recognized that legisla- 
tion offers no panacea and that it 
is not possible to legislate profits 
into this business or any other. 
Often enough, too, legislation is like 
a will-of-the-wisp that beckons in 
the darkness, but if no other way 
is possible and if we shape and 
select legislation intelligently, we 
should be able to get a measure 
of relief. 

“Price stabilization by business 
groups themselves does not appear 
legal on a national scale at the 
present time, save through resale 
price maintenance, which while 
perfectly legal has so far not been 
experimented with by automobile 
manufacturers. Resale price main- 
tenance through the state fair 
trade acts and the national Miller- 
Tydings law is still a legal vehicle 
for price stabilization by the manu- 
facturers.” 


Ga. Registrations Show 


Increase Over 1939 
ATLANTA. —(UTPS).— Showing 
an increase of 27,363 registrations 
over June 1, 1939, a total of 466,719 
motor vehicles was listed with the 
state department of revenue on 
that date this year. Nearly four- 
fifths of this increase is represent- 
ed in passenger car registrations, 
which total 367,978 as compared 
with 347,955 on June 1, 1939. 
Registration for automobile 
house trailers also showed a large 
increase, numbering 1,998 as com- 
pared with 1,727 a year ago. 
Automotive News’ Almanac, published 
once a year, is considered THE refer- 
ence book wherever automotive infor- 
mation is desired. 
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By Mel Adams 
Staff Correspondent 
CHICAGO.—A keg of dynamite 
from the standpoint of automobile 
dealers has just been exploded 
under the practices of banks in 
the motor vehicle financing realm, 
and by the same token the finance 
companies are given a clean bill of 
health. 


The comparisons in service have 
been issued by Seymour Lewis, 
legal counsel of Chicago Automo- 
bile Trade Assn., in a CATA bulle- 
tin marked “Automobile Financing 
—Very Important.” 


Text of his discussion 
follows: 

“The automobile finance business 
of banks has grown to the serious 
hurt of dealers and to the even- 
tual harm of the public. They not 
only afford no assistance to deal- 
ers or grant adequate protection 
and service to the buyer, but they 
actually place an additional bur- 
den on dealers and the entire auto- 
mobile industry. 

“In financing motor vehicle pur- 
chases, the banks have used a 
conditional sales contract which 
does not provide sufficient pro- 
tection for the dealer. In fact, in 
the past the assignments which 
banks have asked dealers to sign 
have been much more drastic than 
the assignments used by finance 
companies. Under such bank forms 
of assignment, the dealer has ac- 
tually guaranteed payment of the 
balance due upon demand by the 
bank, and has agreed that the 
liability of the dealer was not to 
be affected by the buyer’s release! 
Bu such forms, dealers have 
waived notice of non-payment and 
non-performance on the part of 
the buyer! They have guaranteed 
strict compliance by the buyers 
with the terms of the articles of 
sale and have provided that on de- 
mand the paper would be repur- 
chased by the dealer for the bal- 


in part 





Exports 


(Continued from Page 1) 


and Greece. Other important ex- 
ports to the area have been ma- 
chinery, electrical equipment, cot- 
ton, petroleum, iron and steel scrap 
and various chemical products. 

Italy alone last year bought 
more than $58,000,000 worth of 
American goods and her purchases 
have expanded since war broke out 
last September. The war is also 
depriving Italy of its American 
market, which last year took al- 
most $40,000,000 worth of cheese, 
canned tomatoes, olive oil, raw 
silk, silk fabrics and other com- 
modities. 

All American exports to Italy 
during the first quarter of this 
year amounted to $28,000,000, 
against less than $14,000,000 in the 
corresponding period of last year. 


New Compound Offered 

NORTH TONAWANDA, N. Y. — 
Durez Plastics & Chemicals, Inc., an- 
nounces a new arc-resistant phenolic 
molding compound called Durez 8685. 
New material it is stated, was for- 
mulated specifically to prevent track- 
ing where there is combined electrical 
spark and rubbing action. 
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ictured as he arrived at St. 
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Warns Dealers to Guard 


Against Incurring Liability CK Ak RATE 5 


THE SAME route, over which 







ance owing, plus all costs and ex- 
penses incurred by the bank. 


“To overcome the objections of 
dealers to such forms of assign- 
ments, banks in recent months 
have paid dealers for their paper 
by checks or drafts containing spe- 
cial endorsements. Also, the banks 
have used their own forms of re- 
tention of title contracts, and have 
paid dealers by check or draft con- 
taining an apparently simple en- 
dorsement. But, these  endorse- 
ments for the most part ratify 
contracts the dealer has not seen. 

“All of these practices. are 
dangerous to the dealer. They cre- 
ate liabilities for him of which he 
is not aware. The solution is for 
the dealer to refuse any payment 
from the bank except cash or cer- 
tified check without any qualified 
or special endorsement whatever. 
And the dealer should not sign any 
papers or incur any liability of 
any kind in connection with the 
bank loan to the customer. 

“If a bank has to assume—as it 
should—the entire risk of financ- 
ing the purchase of a motor ve- 
hicle, the only normal method of 
preserving a lien on the vehicle is 
by having the buyer execute and 
deliver a chattel mortgage. To do 
this, the bank and the buyer must 
comply with the statutes that re- 
quire the proper acknowledgment 
and recording of the instrument. 
In the event of default, the bank 
will have to comply with the 
statutory requirements of notice 
prior to and after sale. And in the 
event of final payment, a release 
has to be prepared and recorded 
by the bank or the buyer, and 
there is a fee for this. Also, the 
certificate of title will have to be 
obtained and forwarded to the 
secretary of state in order to have 
the lien of the mortgage appear on 
the title. 

“This procedure of course means 
added expense for the bank, not 
only for the extra clerical services, 
but also for the recording fees and 
the foreclosures. These added costs 
when borne by the bank in order 
to provide satisfactory protection 
will help in adjusting the finance 
situation. 

“A definite hazard facing the 


buyer who finances the purchase | 


of his vehicle through a bank loan 
is the right of the bank to apply 
any funds the buyer may have on 
deposit in the bank, either in a 
savings or a checking account, 
whenever the bank feels that it is 
necessary to protect the loan. This 
right is derived from the custom- 
ary certificate of deposit to which 
the buyer agrees at the time he 
first opens an account with the 
bank. 

“Insurance can be handled bet- 
ter by a finance company than by 
the bank, as the finance company 


insures the buyer and dealer as| 


part of one transaction, and the 
cost of this is included in the 
monthly installments. The banks 
on the other hand must obtain in- 
surance from outside sources as 
they cannot engage in the insur- 
ance business directly. Bank fi- 
nancing may not only result in a 
delay in the transaction, but also 
in a loss to the purchaser through 
lack of proper coverage.” 


world’s 
records for speed and daring, the veteran speed king Barney Oldfield is here 


he established several 


Francis hotel in San Francisco after a run in a 


907 Packard roadster from Los Angeles. Oldfield is flanked by Stewart Venn, 
right, of Packard San Francisco, and Clyde Vandeburg, Packard, Detroit, left, 
who were on hand to greet him. The old Packard arrived one minute ahead 
of schedule and was driven on to Treasure Island for the opening of the 


San Francisco World’s Fair on May 25. 
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TESTING TIRES at the N. Y. 
are from nine to 


1/6th mile track at speeds from 50 to 


CLOSEUP of 36-inch ramp, over which cars are ski-jumped. Picture taken as 
final check of car is made in the position it will take just before leaping off the 
ski-jump on two wheels. 


Graham Hollywood Boasts 
Highest Power-Weight Ratio 


DETROIT. — Highest power-to- 
weight ratio in the American 
passenger car field is claimed for. 
the new Graham-built “Hollywood” 
ear, recently placed on display at 
distributor points throughout the 
country. Detail changes effected 
since this new line was projected 
now enable the supercharged en- 
gine to develop 124 brake horse- 
power, according to August John- 
son, executive vice-president of 
Graham-Paige Motors Corp. 


With a curb weight of only 3,100 
pounds, this gives the “Hollywood” 





| Retail Financing 
ss ms 
| Up 15% in April 
WASHINGTON. — Dollar volume 
of retail financing during April by 
400 organizations amounted _ to 
$165,304,488, an increase of 15.2 per- 
cent over March and 35.6 percent 
over April last year, U. S. census 
bureau announced last week. The 
volume of wholesale financing 


amounted to $216,817,519, an in- 
crease of 2.1 percent over March 


The volume of retail automobile 
receivables outstanding at the en« 


zations, amounted to $971,940,670. 
These organizations accounted for 
| 94.9 percent of the total volume of 
retail financing, $165,304,448,  re- 
ported for that month by the 400 


| organizations. 


Mansfield Car Sales 


Exceed 1939 by 65% 
MANSFIELD, O. — Richland 
county automobile dealers sold 322 





|new cars in May for a gain of 65 
| percent over sales for May, 1939. 


Truck sales showed a slight de- 


cline, however, with 23 sold last 
month, as compared with 25 last 
May. 

Car sales in May dropped off 
slightly from April sales. There 
were 350 sold in April to set a 


| two-year high. 


: diy ene HE: 


World’s Fair. In the Goodrich Arena, there 
a _to 14 spectacular shows daily 
Dodgers,”’ consisting of four men and two women. They speed around the 
70 miles an hour. Here is a view of the 
arena as seen from one side of the stands with Neil Oldfield, nephew of Barney, 
ski-jumping his car from 36” platform to throw entire weight on two left wheels. 


and 39.2 percent over April, 1939. | 


of April, as reported by 214 organi- | 








France Orders 
caxsacce*| 10,000 Chrysler 
jeer ee And GM Trucks 














ie) ft 8 NEW YORK.—Orders for 10,00 Vi 
& ‘ , trucks, with a total value of be. ee ‘ 


ve tween $15,000,000 and $20,000,009 
have been placed with Generaj 
Motors Corp. and Chrysler Corp 
by the French Purchasing Com. 
mission. 

The British Purchasing Commis. 
sion is understood to be inquiring 
for a similar number. Although 
exact details are not available, jt 
is indicated that General Motors 
got a slightly larger share of the 
French order. 

Approximately 3,000 of the trucks 
purchased by the French commis. 
sion are reported to be four-wheel. 
drive medium and_ heavy duty 
models. Some of the other 6,09 
are to be conventional drive trucks, 
The remaining 1,000, on which 
General Motors was the only bid. 
der, will be six-wheel-drive units, 

It was also reported that the 
Allies probably will place no fur. 
ther sizable aircraft orders in this 
country until the United States de. 
fense program has taken definite 
shape. The Allies’ present position 
appears to be that they have al. 
ready ordered all the planes they 
can obtain within a_ reasonable 
period, presumably before the end 
of 1941. 


98% of Cadillae’s 
Dealers Top April 
Sales During May 


DETROIT. — Fifty-eight percent 
of the dealers and _ distributors 
eligible to compete won plaques in 
Cadillac - LaSalle’s “Beat April 
contest, according to D. E. Ahrens 
general sales manager. 

“In other words, these outlets in 
May topped their April business; 
explained Ahrens. “We posted spe 
cial awards for the accomplish 
ment because April is normally 1 
better sales month than May.” 
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Bender Body Reports 
1940 Sales Up 38% 
ELYRIA, O. — “Our volume of 
business shows an increase of % 


percent for the first four month 
of this year com- 


a ratio of one horsepower to every 
25 pounds of car weight, Johnson 
pointed out. “Changes in carbure- 
tion and other engineering refine- 
ments have stepped the horsepower 
up to 124 from the originally 
announced 110. This change was 
















accompanied by comparable|pared with the umber 
changes in structural and operat-|Same period in der a 
ing units so that the whole car | 1939,” states H. The ( 
is engineered to the full capacity|O. DeBoer, gen- ty can 
of the motor. By building a super-|eral sales man- mmedi: 
charger as an integral part of the|ager of Bender buantiti 
motor, we were able to keep weight | Body Co. anspo} 





Bender company edition 





down and power the car with a 














comparatively small and compact|has recently as sta 

engine. strengthened its eeding 

“By building the frame and body distributor organ- pvernn 
ization by ap- a 


integral and eliminating the con- 
ventional chassis, we were also able 
to lower the floor of the body to 
within 12 inches of the ground and 
to keep the roof of the car to 
within five feet one inch of the 
ground. The resultant product is a 
car wider than it is high, with a 
compact power plant and light 
weight—factors now being stressed 
by industrial designers and _ re- 
| search engineers as characteristic 
| of the car of the future.” 
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pointing 15 addi- J.B. Brennan 
tional distributors 
throughout the United States. _ 
Directing the company’s activ: 
ties are J. B. Brennan, executive 
vice-president and general mat 
ager; Martin Morrison, treasure! 
and H. O. DeBoer, general sale 
manager. 












Automotive News’ Almanac, published 
once a year, is considered THE refer 
ence book wherever automotive infor 
mation is desired. 
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HIS FACE BESMEARED with smoke } 
Shaw, winner of the 1940 Indianapolis 500-mile race, accepts a new Studeba y 
Coenen while his — Gnd mother watch. The car is being presemiet ing 
f enkins, mayor of Salt Lake City ; . ety driv 
records than any other man. ity and holder ef more safety 
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1,000 Engineers Help SAE Celebrate 35th Birthda 





US. Defense 


I " d (Continued from Page 1) 
r | During Next 35-Year Perio eg rgenger-tnigh "| 
ks “The light tank in our exhibit 
— WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, | Nutt, SAE president and chief here reflects the work of an SAE 
0,000 jw, Va.—Celebrating its thirty-fifth |engineer of the Wright Aeronauti- group (ordnance advisory). We be- 
| be: |war, Society of Automotive Engi-| cal Corp. : lieve it is the best light tank in 
0,000, ers in a national session spent For not too technical reading, the world. Is it already obsoles- 
Neral jive days at the Greenbrier Hotel) Prof. William E. Lay, University cent? Has the current blitzkrieg 
Corp. ere last week. With an attend-|of Michigan, and L. C. Fisher, an ines tank Ge tonk tn oven SME 
Som: |nce of 1,000 of the country’s | associate, provided the paper of ; aces eae Sead ta. a 
vaders of technical thought and / chief interest during the week. It one to — - a i 
mis: |ractice, the assembly was the| was about riding comfort and development? We even hear . 
iring argest of its kind that has ever| cushions, and described research ton tanks. Do we need suc 
Ough }~en held in the country. work done at the instigation of monsters or is a smaller tank of 
le, it | The proceedings were opened by|the Murray Corp., with what they say 30 tons a better solution for. 
otors |, hanquet at which David Bee-| called a “universal test seat us? Can a modern light tank be 
f the | oft, Bendix Aviation, summarized | which had adjustable dimensions made with less than 22,000 parts?” 
ye last 35 years of engineering|to fit any passenger. From their a aaa 
"ucks evelopment and visualized the | findings, the authors said the Col. MacMoreland also obser ; 
imis- | .xt 35-year period in the light of| trend in cushion design will and that the department would like to 
‘heel- ast achievements. The veteran | Should follow the trend of chassis see commercial vehicles, as now 
cn agineer, who is a past president | design. "ar ae = peers produced, stendardind among 
; } he society, retraced the past cs ar ad eo o. and past president, cuts 35th birthday manufacturers to better meet mili- 
ucks, ate and chee pace-setting fac- | which varied with use, the present oot a SRA ee care Maagianeee banquet last week in White i te tary needs. 
vhich }ors on which progress had been|trend is toward accurately - con- | Springs, W. ‘a. At right, David Beecroft, of Bendix Aviation, sounds the -— get ts 
bid: frased. trolled friction or without friction | keynote at SAE’s summer meeting. On aircraft: “Mr. or as 
its. | gince the early 1920's, he pointed | (coil springs) and a proper amount stated that mass production of 1,- 
| the Iut, engineers had progressed | 0f damping for control. 100 miles an hour speeds and more Arm Seeks Data 000 airplanes a day is possible. 
fur. hrough various phases of funda- oO os riod ; ak tee ‘ useful for everyday needs. y ; Whether — 2 agrees = ag 
+ this J, esign of which the future a ee : icati ts with the on any such scale is practicable 
S de- eeely ‘. ms represent further ex-| Fales, associate professor of auto- amet be gence =. oo On Rolling Stock “2 an aa ee 
finite lansion and elaboration. The re-| motive engineering, Massachusetts than with the vehicle manufac- f = C ° neutral. The choke point now and 
sition jsarch cycle, he said, started in sank ae “an is ae a carer, according to Jean ¥. Rav, O U. > arriers | for many months to come ig en- 
e ah ith i i e self- : irgini i ; ine production o e 
thy aren nn FP SF styling, the possibility of reducing| Yirsinia, Elect and oy ot | qq WASHINGTON. — Overshadowed fore .bver ratings: Here its 
nable “We are now at the beginning on mae aa hair waa aa maintenance and as such should aden Ghee, Geakee Gan problem that Mr. Knudsen will 
> a a =a 4 ion an esirabili : : : : ) 
es a ae a aes he San oat driver controls that ase adjustable | be tied in a Bn ia ae motive production resources, are — to face. ‘ oi 
ae sar eae 7 elena to individual needs. He suggested evans ~ : y P plans for making use of existing For our foreign - ote > 
a aie neo t fort, | Production of a special line of cars ating establishment. highway rolling stock. Representa-|a vital necessity to obtain . rera 
. SS ee cae Gee adapted to bad weather and road Output Boost Seen tives of the U. S. war department|as soon as possible if the democ- 
afety and economy to come from | onditions—these to be in addition| On engine lubrication, C. M. Lar-| ast week conferred at headquart-|racies are to survive. The trouble 
ril ew designing and the use of new to regular models which nowadays | son, Sinclair Refining Co., declared ers of the American Trucking is that everybody, including the 
rey are of the “sport” type. that regardless of any changes in| Assns. with managers of affiliated|U. S. government wants them at 
Lay Nyt cease ogy nla aaa “Any car in good condition is|engine design that might simplify state association on the way in|the same time. How - — 
+ haster in the absence of Arthur | S@fe if it is handled by a driver | lubrication problems, the output/which the associations can co-|sands of engines “ 0 yg - 
a who knows his own and his car’s of engines will be increased to|operate with the Army in the} duced in the _ year o ae 
vuters limitations,” Fales said. “Carbon|limits set by the lubricants. In rearmament plans. months is a_ problem, — 7 y 
1es in Canada Boosts monoxide has been and still is one|}some high-speed passenger car/ Specifically, the war department | when we hear that the pro ne = 
April of the greatest causes of trouble}engines and some overloaded | wants comprehensive information|rate desired is more than 4, 
hrens War Orders To in motor vehicles.” trucks and bus engines, ring | concerning the names, location,| planes a month, which means 
To prevent such troubles, he |sticking is not a problem, but high| routes and available equipment of|twice that many engines. The 
ets in Ford and G. M., | su%2ested .2_ wider use of crank-|crankcase oil temperatures cause | motor carriers throughout the U. S.| Aeronautical Chamber of Com. 
ania ° *|case and breather pipes or crank-| excess oxidation resulting in var-| In preliminary conferences with|merce says that we should — 
1 spe- MONTREAL. — Work has begun | cases ventilating exhaust pipes| nish on piston skirts and overhead| ATA officials Army officers said 25,000 engines a year from —_ 
plish-}n a new order for military motor | that are connected to an air clean- | valve mechanism. they were concerned with the re-| ing sources by the late fall of 194 
ally afehicles involving an expenditure | er or air intake to the carburetor.| According to A. T. Colwell, | armament program and not mobili-|—a long way off and not enough to 
” f $13,000,000. Chassis and engines| All station wagons should have| Thompson Products, Inc., deposits | zation of trucking facilities in time | meet apparent needs. Can our 
te being produced by Ford and| Vertical exhaust tail pipes that/on valve stems are causing 50 per-| of war. _ automobile engine firms tool | up 
feneral Motors, while other com-| Would expel exhaust gases siX|cent of valve trouble in the auto- According to Harvey C. Fruehauf, and deliver at an earlier date? 
anies are working on wheels and inches above roofs of these cars. motive field and more than 50 per- president, Fruehauf Trailer Co., “Complicating the munitions pro- 
8% ites. Specifications for the special| “Give us the vision, the higher | cent in the aircraft field. Although | America’s motor transport is ready. gram is machine tool supply. Tools 
 hodies involved are being prepared.| Seating positions, the roomier| much work has been done on var- “Because of our highly developed | of certain types will be a limiting 
ne “! This new order is in addition to | bodies, the greater road clearance, | nish and lacquer deposits, most of | network of highways and our 30,- factor. It seems not improbable 
of %the one for $13,600,000 placed on|the faster steering and the weight | jit has applied to pistons and rings |000,000 motor vehicles, we are the that Congress will authorize licens- 
onth Mar. 20, which will be completed | distribution we had in the cars of 
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‘ithin a month. By far the largest 
umber of vehicles in the first 
der are already overseas. 

The Canadian automobile indus- 
ty can be swung into high gear 
mmediately to replenish “in vast 
huantities” supplies of mechanized 
transport lost by the British Ex- 
editionary Force in Flanders, it 
as stated. Conversations are pro- 
eeding to determine if the British 
overnment desires such a speed 


D. 
C. D. Howe, minister of supply, 





12 years ago,” he demanded. 
“Modernize these features and give 
us the present smooth and efficient 
power-plants, transmissions, brakes 
and riding comfort.” 
Changes Recommended 

Among specific design changes 
that he recommended were wind- 
shields that are flat, wide and ver- 
tical; other glass areas to be as 
nearly vertical as possible; either 
sloping engine hoods or higher 
seats to give better vision; further 
development of pressure ventila- 





with valves receiving only passing 
interest. 


The real cause of the deposit 
build-up, he contended, is ap- 
parently traceable to fuel and oil 
since the deposits occur heavily in 
diesel engines particularly where 
low-grade fuel is used, and be- 
cause engines operating on butane 
are reported to be practically free 
from such deposits. 

“It is not unlikely that by 1945, 
gasoline octane values will reach a 
level of 95 for premium grade and 
85 to 90 for regular grade motor 


most mobile nation in the world,” 
Fruehauf declared. “We have a mo- 
tor vehicle for every 4.4 persons 
in this country. We have over 4,- 
000,000 trucks and _ truck-trailers 
capable of quickly transporting 
corresponding millions of tons of 
supplies to the very spot they are 
needed. We have over 3,000,000 
miles of highway making every 
town and hamlet accessible, and 
most of them are reached by hard 
surfaced roads. 
* * * 


Army Officials Visit 


ing and control of exports of ma- 
chine tools as well as other es- 
sentials for munitions production. 


“Nearly half of the money value 
of machine tools on order is for 
foreign account. Has any com- 
mittee ever studied utilization of 
equipment now installed, some of 
which is idle? Can some of it be 
released for transfer to munitions 
plants?” 

On skilled labor: ‘My opinion is 
that the required skilled labor will 


|be found. Efforts of the govern- 





tated that the Canadian motor/| tion systems; further reduction of| Vonicle fuels” W. Hi TB ‘ment to put men in the proper lo- 
. dustry is already tooled up suf-| vibration and body hum to mini- : 7 7 ’| Dod Plant | calities. For real war emergency, 
ie ; a | Ethyl Gasoline Corp., predicted.| Vodge Flants aoe : 

activ Fciently to turn out 60,000 pieces| mize body fatigue; more effective Future engines, in deaien | speculation is that there will be 
cutiv¢#f military mechanized equipment | windshield defrosting; faster steer- likely to = ae dren — DETROIT. — Because of the} g shortage. There are only 70,000 
malt year and this production can|ing; a smaller moment of inertia] inits of smaller iz ” ee spectacular part played by me-/tool makers in the United States 
surel,fe substantially increased. and more weight on rear wheels; |hicher  compressi Re nae a | chanized troops in modern warfare, | and the number is decreasing be- 
salé} Since Apr. 1, there have been| greater ground clearance; larger vee hi mn — ae unusual interest and significance is| cause of falling off of apprentice 
0 pieces of motorized equip-| diameter wheels for better trac- cite oa ion a ou Se attached to the arrival in Detroit training in recent years. It is too 
ent for the Canadian armed/|tion; room to put tire chains on| sor fucis having hisher antikonoy |e eek Of four officers and 160|jate for proper apprenticeship 
plishe’Prces, manufactured and delivered | and room for them to function; | properties. The trend of the fan | sted men from the U. S. Army | training for this emergency. The 
fur’ the Ford and General Motors|more room in bodies, and in gen-| PipP°tpes Tae trend o be a | duartermaster corps motor trans-| only solution is to dilute require- 
infor mpanies alone. eral, cars built with disregard for| irc’) Ge ontarnonier cracked and |port School of Camp Holabird, Md.| ments for skilled labor by break- 
reformed gasoline and alkylate| Chris Sinsabaugh’s sparkling shan down as much ae possible 
with tetraethyl lead and other | ‘Sparks column is read by the | SKilled jobs into semi-skilled com- 

anti-knock compounds added. | _wice-awoke'" is the industry. _Ponents." 





0,000TH CAR of Chevrolet’s 1940 model production was 
8 than one month after No. 800,000, completed May 13. M. E 


4. Coyle, general 


_ built June 12, | 


Asks Time Slash 


Leo Huff, Pure Oil Co., spoke | 


about maintaining appearance of 
motor vehicles, pointing out that 
too much time is spent painting or 
repainting them. Twenty-five years 
ago, it took three weeks to clean 


and paint a tank truck. Although | * 


modern facilities and quick-drying 
paints have reduced the process to 
five days, the 


resents. 
Adding his comment to recent 
discussion of unit body and frame 


lay-over time can | 
still be cut down. A motor truck | 
is a moving billboard and a well- | 
groomed fleet can do much in ad- | 
vertising the organization it rep- | 

















et of Chevrolet; Arnold Lenz, assistant manufacturing manager, and| designs, H. B. Bartlett, Parish 

+ Wetherald, general manufacturing manager, le o right, were present.| Pressed Steel asse = . . a . ; 

wilbu hevrolet tm taifs "300,000 cars in eae than three months,’’ Coyle aiuiod out. | Ene Sheek asserted that for the whe coe er a he eee sD. F. Goodrich Co., with three employes 

jebake The 600,000th of these models was built on Mar. 21, the 700,000th on Apr. 16, oa being at least, the separation | 9 700 camila es with 20 or ‘see ae nr ee a» rr lene es ll — 
y Fe -4Q « > » 12.” Se its is hi swe . ‘waranne z a“ 7 ervice, e or , re 

ted ist 800,000th on May 13, and the 900,000th on June 12. ‘of these units is highly desirable. William Tolley, Oscar Le Masters and Earl Hanna. emt, Vollyer, 
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One sacred pledge we make our friends here and 
now. This publication, God willing and so long as 
it is in our charge, will never champion the cause 
of any individual or any corporation which is not 
for the best interests of the automotive industry as 
a whole. Nor will its columns be used to spread 
gossip or inflame prejudice. It will confine itself to 
the upbuilding of the industry it is pledged to serve, 
wholly through the dissemination of NEWS which 
is timely, authentic and of value.—(AN 6-10-1983). 
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Louisiana Contract Law 


OWN in Louisiana a law has been introduced that would 

set up a censorship over all contracts entered into by 
automobile factories and their dealers. This is not a new 
idea. A similar law has been on the books in Mississippi for 
several years, but never enforced. We have an idea that, if 
the present Louisiana bill becomes a law, it will meet the 
same fate. 

When we come to the point of setting up the state to judge 
whether we may enter into this or that type of contract, we 
are coming very close to a point where the state will be able 
to tell us what contracts we may or may not be able to re- 
frain from entering into. Any contract should be nothing 
more than an instrument used to give legal standing at a 
future date to an agreement or meeting of minds of those 
entering into it. In other words, it is nothing more than a 
record of the agreement. 

So long as such an agreement is not in the nature of a 
conspiracy against public interest, the acceptability of its 
terms should be of no concern to other than those entering 
into it. When we inject a third party into this situation, 
clothed with authority to limit or revise the terms of the 
agreement reached, the remaining two parties cannot be 
said to be entering into an agreement or contract, but rather 
are accepting the mandate of the third party. 

When the third party is further empowered to enforce 
the mandates of the contract which he has dictated, it seems 
to us that our free institutions are very much endangered. 
The third party becomes in every way a dictator and when 
this happens it is only a matter of time until another dic- 
tator springs up to suppress the first. This is proved in this 
very case. For years dealers have claimed that factories 
have dictated the wording of their contracts. The dealer can 
sign or else. It is only a natural sequence that their answer 
to this is counter-dictatorship as proposed in Louisiana. 


Motors vs. Mars 


LTHOUGH only scattering orders for war materials 
have been received as yet by the automobile industry 
from our own or other governments, the industry is still 
confident that when the rush comes it will be able to handle 
the situation smoothly and fill its own needs. Naturally the 
degree of our involvement in the situation would have a 
direct bearing on our needs. If, as we hope, we never be- 
come engaged in anything more urgent than building up our 
national defense (which is urgent enough), we probably can 
avoid a serious dislocation of our normal activity. 
When Europe went to war in 1914, it was almost nine 
months later before employment showed tangible increases 
here. From the period 1900 to 1917 automobile production 
had shown a steady increase each succeeding year. In 1918 
with the U. S. at war, production dropped below 1917 as the 
plants turned to munitions production. In our present 
awareness of our need for defense, it is quite likely that our 
program will be pushed with greater energy, so that our 
position in 1941 may be similar to that in 1918, even if we 
are not actually at war. eee 
Motors now have become the right bower of Mars in his 
depredations in Europe. We are confident that no country 
in the world is equal to ours in the production of motors. 
With proper diligence we will be able to give the old boy | 
a ride in the chariot of his choosing if he visits our shores— 
and still not sacrifice the Sunday tour. | 


By GEORGE M. SLOCUM 





THE SHORT Inasmuch as this 
LOOK AHEAD! seems to be the 
open season for 
columnists (sic) to air their views, 
I can see no reason why I should 
hesitate to add a few grains of 
opinion to the boundless stretch of 
the sands of wisdom. After all, if 
we are sincere in wanting to main- 
tain for posterity at least one 
Democracy, we have to maintain 
the cornerstone of free speech and 
our neighbor’s right to express his 
opinion, no matter how contrary to 
our own. 
* 

It is my guess that we are not 
many weeks away from the first 
attempts at a peace settlement 
abroad. Both sides, I believe, al- 
ready are feeling the pinch of ex- 
haustion of their war resources al- 
though they carry on a grand 
bluff of promising to continue the 
war “until hell freezes over.” As a 
matter of fact, both sides probably 
would grab at the chance to de- 
clare an armistice and start play- 
ing with the stacked cards and the 
loaded dice which always have ap- 
peared at the peace table. Italy’s 
entry, to be sure of a place at the 
board when the loot is divided, 
convinces the average American 
that we are getting somewhere 
near the ninth inning! 

* * * 

When the shooting is all over, I 
believe Germany will ask for and 
get her colonies back. Poland prob- 
ably will be divided as it is now. 
Norway, Holland, Belgium will be 
restored as they were before this 
war, while England and France 
will be asked to sign I.0.U.’s which 
will prove to be about as valuable 
as Germany’s after the last war. 
That constitutes just one Ameri- 
can’s guess on what is going to 
happen; if part of my predictions 
prove correct I can say “I told you 
so” and if they are “all wet,” I 
will hope my readers have short 
memories. 


* * 


* 


The above is a preamble to an 
optimistic note which I want to 
sound and in which I am more 
certain of my facts than of the 
World War outcome. Business is 
going to continue to get better in 
these United States irrespective of 
how long the present war in 
Europe lasts. So far, we all know, 
there have been comparatively 
small shipments to the _ Allies, 
largely confined to airplane parts, 
etc. Considerable automotive 
equipment is now on order and be- 
ing made, but my best informants 
tell me that, so far, the total war 
business does not equal normal 
automotive export, so our business 
curve upward has actually been in 
the face of a declining export mar- 
ket. You will recall that in World 
War I every factory in America 
was working overtime supplying 
goods to the Allies for which we 
were accepting rubber checks in 
payment. The present defense pro- 
gram, on the other hand, has the 
undivided backing of the American 
people and the expenditure of these 
billions for defense products can- 
not help but stimulate business all 
over the United States. It is prob- 
ably safe to say that 70 percent of 
the money Congress is appropriat- 
ing for defense will go into the 
hands of labor. The balance will 
go for American materials and a 
fair margin for the corporations 
which provide the factories and 
machinery. How can anyone ques- 
tion but what this will be a stimu- 
lus that will boost business? Re- 
member, too, that this is not a one- 
year program but that already ap- 
propriations are made which ex- 
tend into 1945! 

* 


* * 


* * 


I know of one factory in Detroit 
where a thousand men already are 
working on parts for an aviation 
motor. Where would these men 
have been employed if not on this 
defense job? Most factories, at 
least in this industry, can build all 
of the cars and material necessary 
for normal business and still pro- 
duce defense supplies and equip- 
ment more rapidly than the gov- 
ernment can assimilate their prod- 
ucts.—G. M.S. 
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‘Three W ords Deleted by Censor’ 





In This Corne 


‘What's the 








Reason? . .’ 


The views expressed in this column are those of our readers. 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence will 


be observed upon request. 


Combines 


I enjoy reading your AUTOMOTIVE 
News and think it’s the best publi- 
cation in the automobile industry. 


There is just one question that 
I would like to have you answer, 
if you please, and that’s on page 
15 of the June 3 issue. In the 
column of new car registrations, 
I notice that you lumped Cadillac 
and LaSalle together, and their 
combined efforts put them in 15th 
place. My question is why do you 
combine these two for one total? 

You do not combine Mercury and 
Zephyr, or Chrysler and De Soto, 
or Dodge and Plymouth. The ex- 
amples given are also built by one 
manufacturer, and are built of 
many interchangeable parts. Not 
that it makes any difference, but 
I would like to know your reason, 
and would appreciate hearing from 
you.—W. W. Rentschler, vice-presi- 
dent, Packard Akron Motor Co., 
Akron, O. 

Epitor’s Note: There is no par- 
ticular reason for the breakdown as 
shown, other than that Lincoln 
and Lincoln-Zephyr sales are com- 
bined; Packard sixes and eights 
are grouped, etc. Mercury and 
Zephyr and Chrysler, De _ Soto, 
Dodge, Plymouth, etc., are not pro- 
duced on @ common assembly line 
as in the case of Cadillac-LaSalle, 
Packard, and other multiple model 
offerings. 


Most Helpful 


I gratefully acknowledge receipt 
of copies of the Automotive ALMa- 
Nac for 1936 to 1939, inclusive. 


Let me again assure you that 
I deeply appreciate your sending 
these copies to me, as the informa- 
tion contained therein has proved 
most helpful to us in our activities. 
— H. G. Bragg, general manager, 
Automobile Merchants Assn. of 
New York, Inc. 


Likes Article 

| I certainly was very much 
| interested in Chris Sinsabaugh’s 
“Sparks” column in a recent issue 
jin which he quoted from the 















Horseless Carriage Club Gazxti 
my looking back from 2037 artic! 
on the cars of a century hen 
and what they were in the pione 
days of the automobile industry 
I tried to make the article plausiti 
and that isn’t such an easy thilj 
to do. It’s like trying to descrit 
the view from the top of a mou 
tain that you have yet to clim 


I will call it square if you @ 
send me 10 or 12 copies of & 
issue, so I can share them wi 
some of our club members. + 
Arthur E. Twohy, Horseless Cz 
riage Club, Los Angeles. 


Coming Events 


JUNE 
17-18—Pittsburgh (Wm. Penn Hote. 
Pennsylvania Automotive Assn. © 
nual conclave. 
17-18—Caesar’s Head, 8S. C. South Car: 
lina Automobile Dealers Assn. ® 
nual conclave. 
24-25—Syracuse, N. Y. (Onondaga F 
tel). Empire State Automobile 
chants Assn. annual convention. 
27-28—Chicago (Edgewater Beach F 
tel). Automotive Trade Assn. 
agers meeting. 
SEPTEMBER : J 
9-13—Detroit. American Chemical 
ciety. : 
30-Oct. 1—Chicago (Stevens Hotel). » 
tional Lubricating Grease Inst 
annual meeting. 
OCTOBER 
7-11—Chicago (Hotel 
tional Safety Congress and 
sition. p 
12-19—New York (Grand Central = 
ace). National Automobile Show. 
12-19—Detroit (Convention Hall) Aut 
mobile Show. ; al 
12-19—Rochester, N. ¥._ Thirty -™ 
Annual Automobile Show. f 
19-26—Pittsburgh (Hunt Armory). ” 
nual Automobile Show. “s 
19-26—Buffalo. Automobile Show. (*° 
tative.) 
19-26—Newark. Automobile a ‘ 
19-26—Washington. Automobile Sho 
20-26—St. Louis. Annual Autom’ 
Show. oa 
| 26-Nov. 3—Chicago (International 
| phitheatre). Chicago Auto 


Stevens). » 
x} 


ow. 
| NOVEMBER “1. Shot 
| 1-9—San Francisco. Automobile »” 
| DECEMBER. anes 
| 9-14—Chicago (Navy Pier). dustri® 
Automotive Service Indus 
Show. 









‘NEW ROCHELLE CIVIC LEADERS si8°““" 


New Rochelle authorities have set 


PUT COLLIERS CAMPAIGN = sazzessmumscr 


will be delivered. Prizes will be awarded 

to the winners of the High School 

T0 WORK FOR SAFETY essay contest on Safety. The parade of 
floats will be led by the High School 


ae F Band. The rally will conclude with the 
This is the story of what one Mr. E. Frank Haffner, President, New burning of condemned cars. 


alert community is doing with Rochelle Automotive Association, add- * * * 
Collier’s P. S. Campaign. ed, *“‘The service which Collier’s ren- 
ders the motoring public with the munity and yourself by tying in— 
NEW ROCHELLE, NEW YORK—Stat- _—*~&P. S. Campaign, calls for the type of —_ and getting your local authorities to 
ing that Collier’s P. S. for Safety local support we are giving it.” tie in—with the current Safety Spread 
campaign is a vital part of New . in the P. S. Series. Order your ma- 
Rochelle’s own city-wide drive for safe Mr. J. G. Crabtree, President, New terial now! : 
cars, Mr. Arthur Falk, President of the Rochelle Automobile Merchants’ As- 


New Rochelle Safety Council said to- _ 8°¢iation, said: “‘Collier’s P. S.Cam- — Ask for suggestions on how to 
day, “By making the P. S. Campaign paign is the most powerful program arrange a successful local “Pre- 
an important factor in our Safety ever undertaken by a national maga- ventive Service" Safety Week. 
Drive, we secure greater public co- zine. No one in seen 
operation due to the reader interest the automo- SSeseeeeeeeeaeaeaeaeaeaesn 
in Collier’s sponsorship of how to tive business & To get this Preventive Service material, just address Preventive @ 
safely service cars.”’ — Service, Collier’s, 250 Park Avenue, New York City. Here it is: 

" Fl. MOUNTED REPRINT. (As shown on opposite page.) 

P 


Full size reproduction of the Collier’s spread on sti 


You can render a service to your com- 


board equipped with easel. You'll want several for counter 
and floor display. Price 2 for 25c. 


F2. PLAIN PROOFS, Full size reproduction of the Collier's 


spread. Just the thing to go with a letter on your number 
one mailing. Only $1.00 per hundred. (Minimum order 200.) 


fe. 
Be 
z 
Be 
Ws 
F3. FOUR PAGE FOLDER. A self-mailer that goes for 
be 1%ec. Includes a form letter to the car owner on page one. 
Pages2and3. . . the Collier’s spread. Page 4 for address- 
me ing. $1.50 per hundred. (Minimum order 200.) 
be 
& 
ee 
& 
cs 
« 


F10. BADGES FOR ATTENDANTS. Size 2% inches. In 
brilliant red and black, these badges are curiosity builders. 
They stimulate discussion of P. St All they say is *“*P. S. 
for Personal Safety.’ Price 5c each. (Minimum order, 
3 badges.) 


ORDER NOW?! Minimum order must total at least $3. 
Remember payment must accompany order. 
All shipments made express, charges collect. 
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Motor Shares Sho 
Stock Averages Hold Steady | 


Despite Further War Moves 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Wall Street stood 
the shock of Italy’s entry into the 
European war in impressive fashion 
and during the past week there 
appeared some signs that in the 
future more attention will be 
given among investors to the do- 
mestic situation. 

Certainly more interest is being 
displayed in the automotive in- 
dustry’s position than for some 
time. Although motor shares con- 
tinue to follow the ups and 
downs of the general market, last 
week they showed more resistance 
to the dips and more strength on 
the upswings than for some time 
past. 

The Street, however, is making 
no secret of its concern over the 
car dealer inventory situation. The 
tendency is to put trust in the 


JUST FOLLOW 
THE SIGNS! 


With 214 million popula- 
tion, Los Angeles County 
has HIGHEST PER 
CAPITA automobile 
ownership in the world! 


Los Angeles County is 
third largest new car 
market in the United 
States! 


Recent Ross-Federal sur- 
vey shows DEALERS 
prefer NEWSPAPER 
ADVERTISING by over- 
whelming majority! 


In Ist 3 months of 1940, 
new car advertisers gave 
The Los Angeles Herald 
and Express... 


75% more 


ADVERTISING THAN THE 
NEXT DAILY NEWSPAPER 


Follow the Signs to the 


Ls Cangoles Foening 


HERALD 
EXPRESS 


Represented Nationally By 
PAUL BLOCK & ASSOCIATES 





| 


STOCK PRICE AVERAGES 
Previous Latest ; 
Week Week 
. 27.69 27.06 
- 29.05 28.35 
- 22.48 21.97 
5.00 15.00 


Change 
—~-0.63 
—0.70 31.17 
—0.51 


24 motors ; 

19 car-truck co.'s 
10 parts-access, . 
4 tire-rubbers ... 


management of the industry 
hold to the conviction that by the 
time 1941 models come off the 
assembly line dealers will be in 
a position to handle them without 
sacrifice of 1940 models. 

Automotive stocks for the latest 
week covered by the AUTOMOTIVE 
News index, including the day on 
which Italy entered the war, 
showed little change from the 
period preceding. The car and 
truck and parts and accessory 
groups were fractionally lower but 
for the second consecutive week 
the tire and rubber shares held 
their own, in the average. 

In the absence of further threats 
to the supplies of rubber, it ap- 
pears the tire stocks have reached 
a point where there is sufficient 
buying to offset the selling in these 
issues. 


Cites Factors 
In Growth of 
Motor Industry 


DETROIT. — One of the major 
factors in the phenomenal growth 
of the automobile industry, declares 
Garet Garrett, writing in the cur- 
rent issue of the Saturday Evening 
Post, is that no industry ever be- 
fore put so much of its profits 
back into the business; conse- 
quently, no industry ever before 
grew so fast by a process analo- 
gous to biological proliferation. 

In his article, titled “A World 
That Was,” Garrett tells why De- 
troit became the world home of 
the motor car industry, and how 
the industry has gained the No. 1 
spot and now pays one-thirteenth 
of the total wages paid in the U.S. 

As the industry progressed, the 
cost of the automobiles to the 
consumer steadily dropped, while 
wages of the automobile workers 
advanced, Garrett points out. Earn- 
ings of the workers have increased 
threefold in 40 years, he _ said. 
Since 1929, the price of an auto- 
mobile has fallen from 28 to 21 
cents a pound, while the wage rate 
in the automobile plant has in- 
creased nearly one-third. 

He pointed out that along with 
invention of labor-saving and time- 
saving machines to cut costs came 
also re-employment of the men lost 
on making other parts of the car. 
While a car of 15 years ago had 
4,500 parts, it now has 16,000. 

But certain things are develop- 
ing, Garrett warns, that endanger 
the structure of the great automo- 
bile industry. One is that the in- 
dustry has lost control of its 
profits; it no longer can turn it 
back into the business when it 
chooses. A second is that the in- 
dustry has lost control of its labor. 
A third is that it may lose control 
of production as well. 


Carrier Asks Injunction 


Against Pa. Convoy Act 


HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS). — 
An answer was filed in Dauphin 
county court here last week by the 
state highway department through 
its counsel, Deputy Attorney Gen- 
eral George W. Keitel, to injunc- 
tion proceedings started by Nu- 
Car Carriers, Inc., Chester, Pa., 
seeking to halt enforcement of the 
automobile convoy law. 

The company claims that the 
state is trying to prohibit the 
transportation of automobiles that 
extend over the cab of the carrier 
vehicle, and in instances where the 
weight of the carried vehicle is 
not directly above the cab of the 
carrier. 


Will Share Profits 


CAMDEN, N. J.—Fisher Motors Co. 
(Dodge distributor), Collingswood, will 
share its profits with salesmen_under 
a plan announced by Edward Fisher, 
president. 
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w More Resistance to Decline; 


D. E. AHRENS, general sales manager of Cadillac-LaSalle, autographs the 
a won by Edwin Fisher, manager of the East Jefferson (Detroit) branch, 
n the division’s ‘‘Beat April’? campaign. The contest was based on surpassing 


in May the number of cars sold in 


pril. Fifty-eight percent of Cadillac-LaSalle 


dealers and distributors eligible to compete won awards. 








Facilities Being Expanded 
For 1940 Soap Box Derby 


DETROIT.—Expansion of facili- 
ties for accommodation of both a 
record crowd and the _ greatest 
number of participants ever to 
enter the All-American Soap Box 
Derby, was announced last week 
by J. P. Gormley, national director 
of the race for Chevrolet, co-spon- 
sor with leading newspapers of the 
country. 

Although Derby Day is not until 
Aug. 11, when local champions 
contend for All-American honors 
in Akron, plans are already com- 
pleted and work is under way to 
assure numerous improvements at 
Derby Downs, Akron’s_ racing 
course. 

A new grandstand which will 
double reserved seat capacity is 
under construction, Gormley said. 
In the past, crowds approximating 
100,000 persons have witnessed the 
race, and the demand for addi- 
tional reserved seats at the finish 
line will be met this year by the 
construction of the new grand- 
stands. The present reserved seat 
section will be moved back from 
the track, Gormley added, to pro- 
vide a better “sight-line” for all 
spectators. 

Standardization of the Derby 
course length at one-fifth of a 
mile will be accomplished by ad- 
vancing the judges’ bridge, which 
spans the track above the finish 
line. This will result in a two-fold 
improvement, locating the finish 
stripe nearer the center of the re- 
served seat section, and enabling 
most cities to construct race 
courses that more closely parallel 


AMA Estimates 
May Production 
At 404,700 Units 


DETROIT. — Factory sales of 
passenger cars and trucks totaled 
404,700 units in May, it is esti- 
mated by Automobile Manufac- 
turers Assn. ; 

The May production raised the 
total for the first five months of 
1940 to 2,168,178 units, 25 percent 
higher than the corresponding 
period of 1939. 

Last month’s total was 11 per- 
cent under April, 1940, but 29 
percent above May of 1939, AMA 
reported. Factory sales for the 
five-month period this year were 
exceeded only in 1929 and 1937. 


25th Anniversary Feted 
By Grand Rapids Firm 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—Roy F. 


Springer and the Standard Auto 
Co., which he heads, are observing 


their 25th anniversary in the same | 





business and in the same location. | 


In point of years of continuous 
operation in the 


|man of the Fair, 


the Akron conditions. A _ racing 
length of 1,056 feet has been found 
ideal, Gormley said. 

Relocation of the finish line also 
will provide a longer braking area 
beyond the finish stripe, Gormley 
pointed out, and is thus a further 
factor in the interest of safety. 
In addition, the track beyond the 
finish line will be extended and 
paved, so all cars may have a 
smooth surface and adequate pro- 
tected distance in which to come 
to a stop. 

New press accommodations at 
the finish line will be constructed 
as a part of the new grandstand. 
These new facilities, with accom- 
modations for the more than 250 
newspapermen who cover the 
finals, will provide more conveni- 
ent working facilities for the press. 

Operating areas for radio and 
newsreel reporters will be provided 
on the all-steel, double-deck judges’ 
bridge. All press association wire, 
telegraph, and photo services will 
be accommodated in the press 
stand. 

By way of “dressing up” Derby 
Downs, Gormley said, 1940 plans 
call for the erection of a huge new 
entrance at the approach to the 
Downs. Here new ticket offices will 
be flanked by big, modernistic 
display boards bearing announce- 
ments of the race. This construc- 
tion will partially conceal the rear 
of the grandstands. 

“With the record number of 
entries, more than 50,000 boys are 
expected to take part in the Soap 
Box Derby in 1940,” Gormley said. 
“Because of conditions abroad how- 
ever, no foreign entries will com- 
pete for the international trophies, 
with the exception of Canada and 
the Canal Zone. Several entries 
from Canada have already been 
signed.” 

Local races will be run off dur- 
ing the summer, prior to Aug. 4. 
Already several thousand reserved 
seat tickets have been requested in 
advance for the national race Aug. 
11, Gormley added. 


ie Be World Fair Won't Be 


Extended, Officials Aver 

NEW YORK. — A proposal by 
Newbold Morris, president of New 
York city council, that the New 
York World’s Fair be continued 
through 1943 was given a cold 
reception by Fair officials, officers 
of the Fair’s Exhibitors Assn. | 
City Park Commissioner Robert | 
Moses and foreign nation repre- | 
sentatives at the exposition. 

Harvey D. Gibson, board Yast | 


announced last 
week that “demolition will start 
the day the Fair closes, and no 
changes in our plans are contem- 
plated.” Moses said the job of | 


same business, | transforming the Fair grounds into | 


Springer’s record is the oldest in ja city park would be carried out | 
automobile circles in Grand Rapids. on schedule, 


Financial 


May Car, Truck 
Sales Top April 


In San Antoni 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—New ca 
sales in May, as _ reported } 
dealer-members of San Anton; 
Automobile Trade Assn.,  showe: 
that sales of 776 cars and tryc; 
for this month exceeded sales ,: 
May during preceding years Wit} 
the exception of May, 1936, a ¢o,, 
dition that has been in eviden,, 
in reports for other months th 
year. Sales, according to indivi 
ual makes, were as follows: ; 

Buick, 55; Cadillac, 3; Chevrole: 
136 (and 21 commercial units an’ 
13 trucks); Chrysler, 15; De §, 
5; Dodge, 58 (and 8 commerci; 
units and 6 trucks); Ford, 146 (ap; 
24 commercial units and , 
trucks); GMC Truck, 2 (ang: 
commercial units); Hudson, r 
IHC Truck, 5 (and 21 commerci; 
units); LaSalle, 7; Lincoln-Zephy, 
5; Mercury, 16; Nash, 10; Oldsny. 
bile, 33; Packard, 12; Plymouth, : 
(and 3 commercial units); Pontig 
34; Studebaker, 44 (and 1 ¢op. 
mercial unit); Willys, 6 (and: 
commercial unit). Totals: 654 car: 
82 commercial units, and 40 truck 
for a grand total of 776 units, 

Registrations by out - of - coun: 
dealers: Chevrolet, 3 (and 1 truck 
Dodge, 1; Ford, 1 commercial uni: 
Hudson, 5; IHC Truck, 1 comme: 
cial unit; Nash, 1; and Plymout 
8 (and 1 commercial unit. Tota 
672 cars, 85 commercial units, an 
41 trucks, for a grand total ; 
798 units. 

Sales reported for May in pr. 
ceding years are: 1935—637; 1936- 
819; 1937—687; 1938—382; and 1% 
—642. 

Sales for preceding months thi 
year: January, 742; February, 4! 
March, 1,077; and April, 737. 


May Sales Top April 


In Youngstown Ar 
YOUNGSTOWN, O. — Mahonin 
County Automotive Assn. repor: 
May sales totaled 742 new car 
against 707 in April and 539 ¢ 
May, 1939. A total of 1,426 ux 
cars were sold compared to 1%# 
in April and 1,166 in May, 1938 
In the first five months, 33! 
new cars were sold in Mahoni 
county against 2,334 in five mont 
of 1939, while 5,542 used cars wer 
sold as compared to 4,826 sold: 
five months of 1939. 


Li 0 Grpame 0s 


“HOMELITE 


POWER BASED ON NICKEL STE 


One or two-cylinder  air-co0: 
engines operating on gasoline 
fuel oil offer a dependable 
unusually compact source of pov 
for portable pumps and elect! 
generators made by The Home: 
Corporation, Port Chester, N. : 
Homelite portable pumps have 
capacity from 8,000 to 35,000 gallos 
per hour. Portable generators 
wide use for operating elect 
tools, for floodlighting, and ! 
stand-by power. According 
Homelite engineers, Nickel allo} 
of various types are credited W" 
a leading role in building © 
reputation of their equipment. ; 
insure dependability and long * 
vice life, crankshafts are forg® 
from SAE 4615 Nickel-molybden" 
steel, case-hardened on the bear! 
surfaces. Connecting rods are me 
from SAE 4320 Nickel-chrom\ 
molybdenum steel. In alumi 
cylinders, Homelite uses replat 
able alloy cast iron sleeves * 
maximum wear. These _long-li\' 
sleeves are 2% Nickel, 0 
chromium cast iron with Brit 
hardness of 240. Nickel cast 1% 

machine easily 

mirror smo0 


ness. THE 
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HOW MANY CARS WILL YOU SELL 


IN THIS MARKET THAT BOUGHT 135,000 LAST YEAR? 


ANY MARKET that buys 135,000 new cars a year isa BIG 
market in any automobile manufacturer’s language. It’s a bigger 
market, in fact, than the cities of Detroit, Washington and Cleve- 
land COMBINED. And if we could tell you where your advertising 
can reach such a market IN A SINGLE NEWSPAPER- it’s a safe 
wager you'd be interested. ; 


Well, it’s easy enough to tell you. Because that 135,000-car market 
is the market any automobile advertiser reaches when he adver- 
tises in The New York Times alone. 


NOT JUST TALK—FACTS, T00. Early this year. the Recording & Statisti- 
cal Corporation conducted an inquiry among new car buyers in 
New York City. The object was to find out what newspapers new 
car buyers read. They found out what other impartial studies of 
this kind have shown in previous years—that most new car buyers 
are readers of The New York Times. They found out that in New 
York City alone, one out of every six Times readers bought a new 
car in 1939, 


Apply this ratio to The Times total audience all over the country, 
and you discover that last year readers of The Times bought 


The New Pork Gimes 


“ALL THE NEWS THAT'S FIT TO PRINT” 
GENERAL MOTORS BUILLING « DETROIT 









135,000 new automobiles, spending for them considerably over 
$100,000,000. 


HOW MUCH OF IT DO YOU WANT? A 135.000-car market . . . a $100,000,000- 
plus market—that’s the kind of a market that challenges sales and 
advertising ingenuity. What you get out of such a market depends 
upon what you put into it—and anybody’s selling logic dictates that 
to get the most out of one of the biggest new car markets in the 
country, you should put into it EXTRA effort to bring EXTRA 
sales and profits. 


Proved by experience, The New York Times leads the New York 
field in new passenger car advertising. Check your 1940 list once 
again to be sure that you’re putting enough pressure into this 
$100,000,000 new car market reached by The Times alone. 












When the Recording & Statistical Corporation asked New 
York City new car buyers, “Of the New York newspapers you 
read, which one do you prefer above all others?” twice as many 
said The New York Times as named any othe newspaper. 


MADISON 3880 
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GM’s May Sales T 


Five-Month Totals Exceed | 


Last Year by 33 Percent| Sweeping Change 
In Motor Law 


MONTREAL, — Amendments to 


NEW YORK. — May sales of 
General Motors cars and trucks in 
the United States and Canada, 
including export shipments, totaled 
185,548 units, compared with 128,- 
453 in May a year ago. Sales in 
April were 196,747. 

Sales for the first five months 


Pa. Ups Sight Distance 


For Passing Vehicles 
HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS) — 
Legislation increasing the re- 
quired sight distance from 300 to 
500 feet for passing vehicles in 
Pennsylvania has necessitated a 
revision of placing traffic lines on 
highways. 

A new system of pavement mark- 
ings has been devised by the high- 
way department, and the new lines 
are now being painted to provide 
indications to motorists where 
overtaking and passing vehicles are 
prohibited. 


of 1940 totaled 931,477, compared 
with 701,512 for the same five 
months of 1939. 

Sales to dealers in the United 
States totaled 171,024 in May com- 
pared with 112,868 in May a year 
ago. Sales in April were 183,900. 
Sales for the first five months 
of 1940 totaled 861,373 compared 
with 614,740 for the same five 
months of 1939. 

Sales to consumers in the United 
States totaled 165,820 in May com- 
pared with 129,053 in May a year 
ago. Sales in April were 183,481. 
Sales for the first five months 
of 1940 totaled 768,609 compared 
with 575,843 for the same five 
months of 1939. 


Plans New Building 
VANCOUVER, .B. C.—Jeffree & Jef- 
free, automobile equipment dealers 
here have placed contract for the 
erection of a new building. The new 
structure will be erected in the same 
block in which the firm is now located. 





Men who make tires know that the use of oir. 
fight tire valve cops saves dollars in additional 
Gre mileage ond hours of roadside delay 





Men who prove tires know thot the use of alr. 


tight tire valve caps saves dollars in additionab 


tire mileage and hours of roadside delay. 





Men who sell tires know that the use of air- 


tight tire valve caps saves dollars in additional 
tire mileage and hours of roadside delay. 





Men who service tires know that the use of air. 


tight tire valve caps saves dollars in additional 


tire mileage and hours of roadside delay. 





Men who use tires know that the use of air- 


tight tire valve caps saves dollars in additional 


tire mileage and hours of roadside delay. 


até. ve oat Orr 


TIRE VALVE CAPS 


GUARANTEED AIRTIGHT UP TO 250 LBS. PRESSURE | 


‘A ge Nae 


A. SCHRADER’S SON 





BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Division of Scovill Manufacturing Company, Incorporated 


Quebec Studying |% 


the Quebec Motor Vehicle Act, 
now under study by the Quebec 
legislative council, provide for 
= changes in the existing 
aw. 


Most important is the incorporation 
of the financial responsibility law 
similar to that now in force in all 
other provinces of Canada and in 
the majority of United States. This 
provides that the driver's license 
or owner’s permit of motorists, 
guilty of any offenses which cause 
injury to any person or damage 
to property. exceeding a _ small 
amount, shall be suspended by the 
minister of roads and shall remain 
suspended until he shall have given 
to the automobile bureau proof 
of his financial responsibility. 


This responsibility is fixed at 
ability to guarantee damages to 
the extent of $10,000 for injury to 
two or more persons and $1,000 
for property damage, and may be 
submitted as a bond, securities or 
through an insurance policy. 

The minister may also require 
proof of financial responsibility 
before issuing an owner's permit 
or driver’s license to anyone under 
21 or over 65. If an owner’s permit 
is suspended under the act, such 
permit shall not be transferred nor 
the motor vehicle in respect of 
which such permit was issued, be 
registered in any other name until 
the minister is satisfied that such 
transfer or registration is proposed 
in good faith and not for the pur- 
pose or with the effect of defeating 
the aims of the act. 


Another amendment provides for 
the elimination of the guest pas- 
senger liability. It is provided that 
the owner or driver of a motor 
vehicle, other than a vehicle oper- 
ated in the business of carrying 
passengers for compensation, shall 
not be liable for any loss or 
damage resulting from bodily in- 
jury or the death of any person 
being carried in the vehicle. This 
means that a person riding in a 
private car as a guest cannot bring 
action for damages against the 
driver or the owner of such car 
which has caused insurance com- 
panies to increase premiums con- 
siderably to cover them. 


Chrysler Jobless 
Pay Again Delayed 


DETROIT. — Chrysler Corp. 
workers, who expected to receive 
approximately $1,810,000 in job 
insurance benefits through the rul- 
ing of Circuit Judge Leland W. 
Carr of Ingham county last week, 
now face another extended delay. 

Counsel for the _ corporation, 
which challenged the awarding of 
the benefits, and for the UAW-CIO 
intimated that an appeal against 
Judge Carr’s ruling will be taken 
to the state supreme court. 


The union appeal is against the 
disqualification of 12,000 of the 
35,000 Chrysler employes. As there 
are 20 days left to appeal, the 
matter will be carried beyond the 
June term of the court and 
the next term will not be held 
until October. 


Frashent Bi ans : Hall 


As Wholesale Manager 


DETROIT. — Roy A. Fruehauf, 
vice-president and director of sales 
of Fruehauf Trailer Co., announces 
the appointment of Chalmers Hall 
as wholesale manager of the com- 
pany. Hall will be engaged in the 
promotion of sales of Fruehauf 
trailers through dealers. 

Fruehauf also announced the 
transfer of A. T. Yale to Tulsa, 
Okla., as branch manager. Yale 
was formerly branch manager at 
Evansville, Ind. 





BATA Appoints Two 
BUFFALO.—Board of _ directors 
Buffalo Automotive Trade Assn. 
appointed Thomas H. McElvein 
and Sperry W. Miner, associate mem- 
ber directors. McElvein is. newly-ap- 
pointed and Miner re-appointed, both 
for terms ending May 1, 1941. 
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op 1939 But Fall Behind April 





MOTORISTS VISITING Michigan this year will find highways patrolled py 
courtesy cars like this 1940 Plymouth, equipped to provide free travel informa. 
tion, road service or first aid for any emergency — with the compliments of the 


Michigan Auto 


Club. Here Richard Harfst, general manager of the club, 


inspects the travel aids provided for motor tourists’ convenience. 


Present Industrial Output Far 
Below Capacity, AMA Asserts 


DETROIT.—American industrial 
capacity “should be able to absorb 
billions of dollars worth of new 
output for defense without reduc- 
ing by one dollar or one unit of 
output its supply of the useful 
goods required by the civilian 
population,” according to the pub- 
lication Automobile Facts, issued 


last week by Automobile Manu- | 


facturers Assn., which points out 
that current national production is 
far below what economic authori- 
ties would regard as full output. 

The article cites production in 
the automobile industry of one and 
a third billion dollars worth of 
vehicles during the first 
months of 1940 as evidence of “the 
capacity of American industrial en- 
terprise to organize men, machines 
and engineering skill; to co-ordi- 
nate supply and distribution, for 
rapid, intensive production.” 

The motor industry’s capacity to 
perform has rested on keen speci- 
alization; nevertheless, the publi- 
cation points out, “the system and 


habits of the industry are shaped | 


around quick change, ruthlessly 
forced upon it year after year by 
the drive of competition. For this 
reason its plant managers and en- 
gineers and labor forces its 
human organization—are uniquely 
available for new and _ difficult 
production jobs, and can be 
counted upon in times of emer- 
gency to shoulder additional loads.” 
Pointing out that “today it 
would be virtually impossible to 
assemble factory shifts and office 
forces without the use of private 
automobiles,” the article empha- 
sizes the necessity to maintain 
production for civilian transport. 
“The ability to produce has been 


Syracuse Sales 
In May Decline 
From April Total 


SYRACUSE, N. Y.—New passen- 
ger cars registered in Onondaga 
county last month totaled 1,363, a 
decrease of 6 percent compared 


with April, but an increase of 44.9) 


percent over May, 1939. For the 
first five months of 1940, new car 
registrations total 4,573, up 30 per- 
cent compared with the correspond- 
ing period last year. 

Used car sales in 
sive of transfers. For April, with 
one day missing, the figures were 


768. No report on used car sales | 


in May, 1939, is available. 

There were 136 new trucks regis- 
tered in the county last month, a 
gain of 1.5 percent over May, 1939. 
In the first five months of this 
year the total of new truck regis- 
trations was 579, or 25.6 percent 
better than in the comparable 1939 
period. 


FOR 


five | 


Onondaga | 
county in May totaled 853, exclu- | 


Perreau against a world com- 
| petition working with far lower 
wage rates and in general much 
longer hours. Output has been jp. 
creased to the point that four out 
of five of the motor vehicles pro- 
|duced in the whole world during 
ithe past four decades have come 
out of American plants. 


“Management and engineers have 
|done the job with greatly reduced 
| working hours per week and with 
wage rates so increased that the 
j average man’s purchasing power 
|has actually been stepped up. 
| Automobile labor has shared in 
the industry’s progress to the full.” 


Truck Drivers 
_ Held Safest On 
| U. S. Highways 


| SALT LAKE CITY.—Drivers of 


|motor trucks and_ buses have 
|}earned, by a wide margin, the 
|distinction of being the safest 


drivers on the highways, Dale 
Cox, public relations director of 
International Harvester Co., said 
last week in addressing the Eleven 
Western States Conference of 
American Trucking Assns. 

Quoting compilations made by 
the National Safety Council, Cox 
said that since 1927, the year in 
which records first became avail- 
able, fatal accidents involving 
private automobiles have increased 
by 21 percent, while those for 
trucks have decreased by 29 per- 
cent, and those for buses have 
decreased by 41 percent. 


“Had the drivers 
passenger cars made 
| progress in safe driving as_ the 
drivers of trucks and buses, the 
| total number of fatal street and 
highway accidents would have been 
reduced by now by approximately 
33% percent,” the speaker said. 
“The commercial driver, wh0 
makes his living behind the wheel 
and works at it an average of 
eight hours per day, is constantly 
impressed by the need for safety 
'in his driving. He is continually 
reminded that accidents hurt his 
employer’s goodwill, increase his 
liability rates and put his own job 
in jeopardy.” 


Truck Bill Passes 

TRENTON, N. J. — Passed by the 
Assembly and awaiting State Senate 
|action here is a bill providing that 
“all trucks, semi-trailers, trailers an¢ 
combination or any other commercid’ 
vehicle over 35 feet in total lengt 
shall display across the extreme reé 
of such vehicle or vehicles, on the ta! 
board or in an equally legible locatio? 
by black block letters on a_ while 
| background, said letters to be n°: 
less than six inches in height, ane 
not less than three-quarters of 4! 
inch in width. made up of the follow: 
ing words: ‘Caution: This vehicle 
' over 35 feet in length.’ " 
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Record Crowd Seen for PAA Conclave This Week 
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Special Assemblies Carded 
For Dealers on Monday 


spec ial to Automotive News 


PITTSBURGH. — (UTPS). — The 
th annual convention of the 
Pennsylvania Automotive  Assn., 


shich opens today (June 17) at 
William Penn Hotel, promises to 
y the largest and most successful 
wer staged, it is predicted by R. 
1, Jones, president. 

The business program this year 
3 diversified, and every phase of 
‘he industry will be covered. The 
ighter side is to be presented to- 
sight at the annual banquet. 


An innovation this year will be 
‘he adjournment of the regular 
Monday afternoon session at an 
arly hour, permitting all dealers 
assemble in specially reserved 
noms, by makes of cars they rep- 
esent, giving them an opportunity 
» discuss their problems with 
xother dealers. 


Speakers at this morning’s ses- 
jon will be Walter E. Blanchard, 
nanager of National Automobile 
Dealers Assn.; F. J. Maxted, as- 
jstant to the advertising manager, 
‘ollier’s, and Russell W. Varney, 
jrector of public relations, Stand- 
vd Brands, Inc. James Dalton, 
ditor of Motor, and Dr. Howard 
1. Hovde, University of Pennsyl- 
~ania, Wharton school of com- 
merce and finance, will address 
ialers in the afternoon. 


Sessions will open Tuesday morn- 
ng with a talk by Edward Pay- 
on, market analyst. Other speak- 
ts will include Col. Lynn G. 
\dams, commissioner of Pennsyl- 
ania Motor Police and T. E. 
Transeau, highway safety bureau 


Steel Plants Up 
Operations As 


Orders Roll In 


CANTON, O. — Recall of more 
han 400 workmen within a week 
it the Massillon plants of Republic 
Steel Corp. is announced by Carl 
W. Meyers, of Republic’s Central 
Alloy district, as preparations were 
nade to re-light the Massillon blast 
‘urnace and three open hearth 
units. 

At the same time 
nounced that operations in the 
‘fanton plants of Republic had 
noved up, with six open hearths 
ind all of the company’s battery 
f eight electric furnaces going 
‘ull blast. An accumulating log of 
tack orders indicates, Meyers said, 
that present operations will be 
naintained and possibly expanded 
ss production moves into the sum- 
ner months. 

Timken Roller Bearing Co. and 
the Berger division of Republic 
Steel, also have registered gains 
h production, a survey disclosed. 
‘maller plants, particularly those 
ientified with the steel industry, 
‘port corresponding improvement 
a orders with a _ considerable 
tickup in inquiries for products. 
The upturn is credited to a 
ombination of greater activity in 
‘th domestic and foreign orders. 
The federal government’s arma- 
tent program and increase of 
irdnance supplies had led many 
tdustries in the district to start 
uilding up inventory against the 
ime when orders for equipment 
vegins rolling in. 





it was an- 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
sistent reading of Automotive News 
3a necessity. 





ferent 


DEALERS’ ATTENTION 


Top-notch, leading Buick sales- 
man, with Dodge, Chevrolet 
managerical experience in new 
and used cars. Unchallengeable 
teferences to prove ability away 
above average. Wants connec- 
tion with co-operative dealer 
selling over 400 units. Buick, 
Pontiac, Dodge, 
214, AUTOMOTIVE 


Chevrolet. Box 
NEws, 


Detroit. 





director, Pennsylvania department 
of revenue. 

An inspection quiz will be broad- 
cast Tuesday at 11:15 a.m. over 
station KDKA. 

Maurice J. Eldridge, safety engi- 
neer, Bear Mfg. Co., and John J. 
Schumann jr., president of Gen- 
eral Motors Acceptance Corp., will 
address the dealers at Tuesday’s 
afternoon session. They will be 
followed by an open forum on 
times sales financing and general 
subjects. The convention will close 
with the report of the resolutions 
committee. 

The convention was opened Sun- 
day with the annual golf tourna- 
ment, which has become one of the 
features of the annual affair, at 
the Highland Country Club. Golf 
prizes were awarded at a dinner 
served at the club following the 
tournament. 


A 





WIN R. STEPHENS, president of 
W. R. Stephens Co. (Buick distribu- 
tor), Minneapolis, and an automobile 
dealer since 1913, is general chairman 
of the galaxy of sports, entertainment 
and recreation attractions arranged for 
Minneapolis Aquatennial, 


July 20-28.' ganizations, 


(1) rackers Act to ‘Mobilize 


Facilities for Defense Plan 


Special to Automotive News 
WASHINGTON.—Mobilization of 
motor trucking facilities of the 
entire country, to expedite the 
vastly expanded preparedness pro- 
gram of the United States, got 
under way last week. This de- 
velopment quickly followed a meet- 
ing of the executive committee of 
the American Trucking  Assns. 
here, at which the support of all 
ATA members was pledged to the 
new National Defense Commission. 


In recognition of the fact that 
swift transport of raw materials 
and finished products is imperative 
in the huge armament program, 
managers of 15 ATA member as- 
sociations approved a plan to sur- 
vey immediately the availability of 
trucking equipment. The _ study 
will be conducted by state or- 
and the information 


so gathered will be relayed to 
national headquarters here. It will 
show the number of trucks that 
can be counted on for freight 
movements, types of vehicle, their 
routes and the cubic and loading 
capacities. 

“The trucking industry can pro- 
vide high-speed, flexible service in 
the defense program at low over- 
all cost,” declared Ted V. Rodgers, 
president of ATA. “That’s what 
the country needs today. The in- 
dustry has been built upon such 
service. Twenty-five years ago, in 
the first World War, trucks were 
comparatively new. Today they 
are not only a most important 
part of the transportation system 
but they have also demonstrated 
their stamina in the front lines.” 





‘Dad, what will cars be like when | grow up?” 


NO ONE MAN, no one organization, 
no one industry can answer that ques- 
tion. The development of the car of 
the future is in the hands and minds 


and_ valleys. 


the year round under varying climatic 
conditions on an almost infinite vari- 
ety of roads, over mountains, deserts 
Supercharging, super- 


will travel on a gallon. But there is 
little doubt in their minds that the 
progress of the next ten years will far 
exceed that of the last ten; that the 


of many men in many industries. 

Designers of engines and engine 
parts. Specialists in fuels, metals, cera- 
mics, plastics. Petroleum technolo- 
gists—all play their part in the con- 
stant evolution of motor cars, trucks, 
buses, tractors and airplanes. 

To help these men combine their 
efforts toward common goals the Ethy| 
Gasoline Corporation contributes the 
cooperation of its chemical and en- 
gineering research laboratories. The 
laboratories have their headquarters 
in Detroit with a special road-testing 
department at San Bernardino, Cali- 


fornia. Here vehicles may be tested 


compression and other developments 
involving the mutual improvement of 
fuels and engines are tested both in 
the laboratory and on the road. 

For the engine and its fuel must go 
forward hand in hand; the two are 
inseparably interlocked. Knowledge 
gained from this research is available 
to technologists in every branch of 
the automotive, aviation and 
refining industries. 

Informed men hesitate to 
predict exactly how future 
cars will look; whether their 
engines will be in front or 


rear; how many miles they 


car your boy will drive will make even 
today’s splendid machines seem hope- 
lessly old-fashioned. 


“« “« “« 
Ethyl Gasoline Corporation, Chrysler 
Building, New York City, manufacturer 
of anti-knock fluids used by oil companies 


lo improve gasoline. 


Better and more economical 


transportation throu gh 


ETHYL RESEARCH SERVICE 











By William Ullman 
Washington Correspondent 

WASHINGTON.—The specter of 
business rivalry is not being per- 
mitted to intrude on America’s 
preparations for whatever even- 
tualities may be in store for it. 
Last week top figures in classic in- 
dustrial competition sat down to- 
gether to work out the quickest 
way of girding the United States 
for air defense. This patriotic co- 
operation, in which thoughts of 
business advantage are obliterated, 
began with a day-long conference 
between William S. Knudsen, on 
leave from his duties as president 
of General Motors to serve on the 
new National Defense Advisory 
Commission, and Edsel Ford, presi- 
dent of Ford Motor Co. During 
their discussion the groundwork 
was laid for mass production of 
airplanes. 

After their 


$178,500,000 Bill 
For Highways Is 
Passed by House 


WASHINGTON.—The House 
last week passed the federal-aid 
highway bill, which authorizes the 
appropriation of $178,500,000 of 
national funds for road construc- 
tion throughout the United States 
during each of the fiscal years 
1942 and 1943. Similar action by 
the Senate is considered a matter 
of course. 

Allocations for the various high- 
way programs, itemized in the bill, 
which must be matched by the 
states, are as follows: Regular 
federal-aid, $93,750,000; secondary 
federal-aid, $18,750,000; grade 
crossing elimination, $37,500,000; 
forest roads, $10,500,000; public 
lands roads, $1,875,000; national 
park roads, $5,625,000; parkways, 
$7,500,000, Indian roads, $3,000,000. 

The total is $59,500,000 less than 
the amount originally recommend- 
ed in the report of the House roads 
committee, the 25 percent reduc- 
tion having been agreed upon at a 
subsequent special meeting of the 
roads committee. The pared 
amounts now carried in the bill 
provide $357,000,000 for highway 
construction during the two-year 
period and in spite of the cut the 
total is $7,500,000 higher than the 
amount authorized in the federal- 
aid highway act of 1938. 


Fedders Expanding 

BUFFALO.—Louis F. Fedders, presi- 
dent of Fedders Mfg. Co., revealed 
the company is spending a considerable 
amount of money for new equipment 
to enable the handling of war busi- 
Directors of the company have 
dividend of 15 
27 1 to stock- 


initial conversation, 


ness. 
declared a quarterty 
cents a share, payable 
holders of record June 2 
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F ord Confers with Knudsen on Mass Plane Output 


Groundwork Laid for Start 
Of Work on 1,000 Units Daily 


© 


in which Charles Sorenson, Ford 
production chief, participated, Ford 
said his plants are ready to swing 
into mass production whenever the 
government gives it the word. He 
said examination by his technicians 
shows that the Curtiss P-40, the 
Army’s “greased lightning” pur- 
suit ship, is suitable for mass pro- 
duction. He declined to estimate 
how many planes a day his plants 
could turn out but his father, 
Henry Ford, was quoted as saying 
again that an output of a thousand 
planes a day in six months would 
be possible. 

It is learned from a spokesman 
for the defense commission that 
Ford and Knudsen discussed the 
role the Ford company might play 
in producing plane engines par- 
ticularly. The spokesman said the 
exact nature of their conversation 
was on a highly confidential phase 
of motor production, linked pos- 
sibly with the manufacture by 
Ford under license of the British 
Rolls-Royce Merlin engine or the 
General Motors-developed Allison. 

Ford said his company’s engi- 
neers were studying the Rolls- 
Royce engine, which Great Britain 
recently released to the United 
States for quantity production. He 
added that his company has con- 
siderable space available at its old 
Highland Park, (Mich.) plant, now 
partly vacant. He indicated also 
that the company’s defense efforts 
would be made even at the sac- 
rifice, if necessary, of style changes 
in the 1942 models. Tooling is 
nearly complete now for the 1941, 
he said, but it is too early to tell 
whether the company would be 
able to get sufficient machine tools 
for new models a year later. 


° 9 

Imported’ Sales 

= a * 
Hit 587 in April 

CHICAGO.—Chicago Automobile 
Trade Assn., which has_ been 
keeping the books on new and 
current model used cars sold to 
Cook county residents by outside 
dealers, reports that during April 
the “importations” totaled 587 
units. 

Illinois dealers outside of Cook 
county sold 392 cars to Cook county 
residents, while non-Illinois dealers 
accounted for 186 new and nine 
current model used cars, a total 
of 195, the analysis shows. 

Of the 186 new cars coming in 
from other states, Indiana dealers 
sold 74; Wisconsin, 32; Michigan, 
19; Iowa, 11; Florida, 9; Ohio, 7; 
New York, 6 and 21 other states 
the remaining 28 cars. 

Sales by makes to Cook county 
residents by outside dealers were: 

Buick, 78; Cadillac, 4; Chevrolet, 
69; Chrysler, 35; De Soto, 15; Dodge, 
45; Ford, 79; Hudson, 6; LaSalle, 
4; Lincoln-Zephyr, 6; Mercury, 16; 
Nash and LaFayette, 17; Oldsmo- 
bile, 27; Packard, 13; Plymouth, 
113; Pontiac, 44, and Studebaker, 12. 


Lamb Heads Assn. 


SEATTLE.—L. L. Lamb, of Pacific 
Highway Transport, Tacoma, has been 
elected president of Washington Motor 
Yaa al Assn. Other officers are 

H Mallory, Interstate Freight 
Baar Seattle; William Edwards, 
Western Motor Freight, Spokane, and 
Robert B. Lytel, ependable Tank 
Transport, Inc., Seattle, vice-presi- 
dents, and L. Finger, Seattle, 
executive-secretary. 
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Cincinnati Sales 
Off Slightly, But 
Top 39 by 21% 


CINCINNATI. — New car regis- 
trations in this area were 2,108 
during May, an increase of 21 per- 
cent over May, 1939, when 1,651 
new cars were sold, according to 
Cincinnati Automobile Dealers 
Assn. 

May new car sales. receded 
slightly from the level in April, 
when 2,278 cars were sold. This 
decline is due partly to unfavor- 
able weather and partly to stock 
market conditions. 

Dealers were more successful in 
May in disposing of used car 
stocks. Total sales were 3,026, an 
increase of 23 percent over May, 
1939, when 2,304 were sold, and a 
slight advance over April, 1940, 
when used car sales totaled 2,998. 

New truck sales of 270 during 
May showed an increase of 21 
percent over May, 1939, but a 
slight drop from 275 in April, 1940. 
Sales of used commercial cars 
amounted to 135 during May, as 
compared with 160 during April. 

A majority of dealers report 
their used car stocks in a healthy 
condition in preparation for the 
big used car selling season just 
ahead. Some dealers have cleaned 
out used car stocks completely and 
buy from other dealers to take 
care of their trade. 


Parking Meters 
Declared Illegal 


RALEIGH, N. C.—In a decision 
handed down June 8, North Caro- 
lina supreme court held that park- 
ing meters for automobiles were 
illegal, and that property owned 
by a benevolent institution, but 
not used for charitable purposes, 
was subject to ad valorem taxation. 

A test suit brought by M. H. 
Rhodes, Inc., and Vehicular Park- 
ing, Ltd., against the City of 
Raleigh, resulted in a reversal of 
a decision by Judge W. C. Harris 
in Wake superior court. Associate 
Justice Seawell’s opinion held that 
no statute cited in the appeal gave 
a city power to collect a parking 


fee. 

“Although parking may be reg- 
ulated, this does not mean that 
any sort of restriction, whether 
appropriate or inappropriate, may 
be applied at discretion,” the opin- 
ion said. 

Justice Seawell pointed out that 
the high tribunal had not been 
asked to consider whether the 
legislature could, without violating 
the constitution, pass a law author- 
izing municipalities to install 
meters. Presumably, if such a law 
is enacted, the parking question 
may be appealed to the court 
again for another ruling, it was 
stated. 





| dent, 
lert F. Black, 


J. Every De Soto dealer was urged to take advantage of th 
this season, and many of Gen have followed out the factory’ . ° 
as well as with t ele used-car promotion. 


8 suggestions on new car display; 


Automotive Industry Plans 


Normal Output Schedules 


(Continued from Page 1) 


ternational situation and by the 
domestic defense program occu- 
pied much of the speakers’ time. 
Emphasizing the role that a 
healthy domestic economy plays in 
national defense, Macauley, chair- 
man of the board of Packard Mo- 
tor Car Co., said: 

“While we contribute what is 
needed to equip our defense estab- 
lishment, we can do most to main- 
tain the strength of this country 
by keeping up our normal business. 
If we are to be able to bear the 
taxes required to pay for defense, 
normal production must go for- 
ward at the largest possible rate 
to maintain payrolls, employment 
and purchasing power.” 

Macauley pointed out that the 
automotive industry does not end 
at the shipping platform or the 
truckaway yard, but that through- 
out the nation all sorts of business 
enterprises depend on highway 
transport, both passenger cars and 
trucks, and that if these enter- 
prises are to maintain their pres- 
ent standards and the added bur- 
den of national defense, it is es- 
sential that the automotive in- 
dustry continue to supply them 
with their transportation needs. 

Black also pointed out that the 
current national defense program 
will not deprive the nation of 
means of private transport. He de- 
clared that the truck manufactur- 
ing companies are able to increase 
their output, as has already been 
demonstrated by the 9 percent rise 
in truck production over last year’s 
rate. 

Export shipments of AMA mem- 
bers have declined only 26 percent, 
Budd reported. While European 
sales of American cars declined 
heavily, South Africa, Canada, 
Australia, South and Central 
America and the American pos- 
sessions continued to buy, and 
European truck sales increased 18 
percent, he said. 

Clapper emphasized the effects a 
German victory in Europe and 
German penetration in South 
America would have. “If Hitler 
completes his conquest of Europe 
and establishes himself in Latin 
America, the United States will 


|find itself in a world where busi- 


ness can be done only through the 
governments of Germany and Ja- 
pan. Japan will control the Orient, 
and Germany the rest of the 
world.” 

Macauley was _ re-elected 
dent of the association. 

Other officers re-elected for one- 
year terms include Alfred P. 
Sloan jr., General Motors Corp., 
first vice-president; Paul G. Hoff- 
man, Studebaker Corp., vice-presi- 
passenger car division; Rob- 
vice-president, com- 


presi- 


| mercial car division; Pyke Johnson, 


| executive 


LITTLE ‘ROCK, Ark. — Gasoline tax | 


collections for May totaled $904,294, as 
compared with $805,969 in May, 1939. 
reports State Revenue Commissioner 
Z. M. McCarroll. 


vice - president; Alfred 
Reeves, advisory vice - president, 
and Byron C. Foy, De Soto, sec- 
retary. 


George W. Mason, Nash-Kelvin- 


ator Corp., was elected treasure 
to fill the office held by the lat: 
Frederick J. Haynes. 

The association also re-electej 
four directors to three-year term: 
Sloan, Foy, Charles W. Nash 
Nash-Kelvinator Corp., and A. £ 
Barit, Hudson. 

Among those attending the meet- 
ing were: 

Buick, Harlow H. Curtice, pres 
dent; 

Cadillac: E. J. Tiedeman, traffic 
manager; 

Checker Cab: J. H. Tuttle, vice. 
president; L. J. Miller, vice-presi- 
dent; 

Chrysler: A. vanDerZee, vice 
president; David A. Wallace, pres- 
dent, sales div.; Joseph E. Fields 
vice-president; C. B. Thomas, ger- 
eral sales manager, export div. 
L. L. Colbert; Fred M. Zeder, vice 
chairman of board; J. W. Scoville 
N. J. Brennan. 

De Soto: Byron C. Foy, pres: 
dent; LeRoy G. Peed, vice-pres: 
dent; 

Diamond T: C. M. Wynne, e 
port manager; 

Dodge: Forest H. Akers, 
president; 

Federal: R. W. Ruddon, pres: 
dent; S. Fitzpatrick; R. C. Var 
Riper, traffic manager; 

General Motors: Paul W. Gar 
rett, vice - president; James [ 
Mooney, vice - president; Wai 
Leach, vice-president, GMAC; ¢ 
J. Jolly, general attorney; R. = 
Grant; C. R. Scharff; J. H. Hum 
S. D. Hopkins; 

G. M. Truck: J. E. Lind, 
manager; 

Graham-Paige: 
Andrew Lorre; 

Hudson: A. E. Barit, president 
F. A. Allen, traffic manager; Alle: 
C. Germann, export manager, 

Hupmobile: J. Walter Drakt 
president; 

International Harvester: 
McAfee; Paul O. Pippel, 
of patent dept.; 

Mack Trucks: 
vice-president; : 

Nash: Charles W. Nash, chall 
man of board; George W. Maso? 
president; H. M. Salisbury, exP0 
sales mgr.; William A. Blees; 

Olds: C. L. McCuen; 

Packard: Alvan Macauley, chal" 
man of board; G. T. Christoph 
vice-president; E. R. Isbell; 
Vandeburg, director of public ™ 
lations; B. C. Budd; 4 

Plymouth: Dan S. Eddins, pres” 
dent; Lee D. Cosart; 

Sterling: E. M. Sternberg, vic 
president; 

Studebaker: E. 
vice-president; 

White: Robert F. 
dent; W 

Willys - Overland: Josep h 
Frazer, president; . Son 

Crosley: R. C. Cosgrove, »™ 
Mitchell. 
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the 4th Dimension 


War's Effect on Advertising; 


Tire Ad Standards 
By Pete Wemhoff 


What Happened 


How will the war affect business? — is a frequently-asked 
question. No one can honestly put his finger on what is liable 
to happen, but a page of statistics, issued last week by 
Thomas G. Wade, Detroit manager for Curtis Publishing 
rn i 


occurred during World War I 
from an advertising standpoint. 
Wade's letter shows that, while 
automotive production during 1914- 
1920 increased almost four times 
(see chart on page 1 of today’s 
edition), advertising of all kinds 
in the Saturday Evening Post rose 


Car advertising increased almost 
three times in the Post, considered 
the barometer of nation’s business. 


While automotive production 
was rising from 573,039 units in 
1914 to 2,227,349 in 1920, total ad 
revenue in the “Post” was in- 
creasing from $8,422,554 to $36,- 
006,730. Car advertising during 
the same 1914-1920 period rose 
from $1,437,984 in 1914 to $3,709,- 
100 in 1920. 

Meantime, billings of 25 leading 
ad agencies in the Post more than 
tripled in this period, rising from 
$5,117,171 in 1914 to $17,789,600 in 
1920. 


Speakers 


Speakers scheduled to address the 
55th annual convention of the Na- 
tional Editorial Assn., to be held 
June 17-21 in New York City, 
include John Benson, president of 
American Assn. of Advertising 
Agencies; H. H. Kynett, Aitkin- 
Kynett Advertising Agency, Phila- 
delphia; P. L. Thomson, president 
of Audit Bureau of Circulations, 
and Paul B. West, president of 
Assn. of National Advertisers. 


Tire Ads 


A 10-point voluntary code of 
standards for tire advertising and 
merchandising has been approved 
by representatives of major tire 
manufacturers, chain stores, de- 
partment stores, independent tire 
dealers and trade associations of 
New York City area. Copies of 
standards will be distributed by 
the Better Business Bureau to all 
national and retail advertisers of 
tires and to advertising depart- 
ments of newspapers in this area 
for their endorsement and co-oper- 
ation. 


Standards include the following 
10 points: 

1—No statement or representa- 
tion shall be used in advertising 
tires or prices, which has the 
capacity or tendency to mislead 
or deceive the customer. 


2—The term “list prices” or 
the quoting of manufacturers’ 
list prices shall not be used for 
comparison purposes in adver- 
tising tires to the public, unless 
such list prices are the usual 
prices at which the tires have 
been selling at retail in this 
area. 

3—Claims of “savings,” “dis- 
counts,” trade-in allowances, or 
specific percentages “off” of former 
Prices, shall be used only on the 
usual every day prices at which 
the tires have been selling at 
retail in this area. 
__ 4—Advertised trade-in allowances 
if stated in specific amounts or 
percentages shall be limited to a 
reasonable percentage of the usual 
selling prices of the tires offered 
for sale. 

5—Price claims shall not be used 
which compare a special sale price 
of a particular tire with the list 
price or former list or selling price 
of another tire of a higher price 
level, brand or quality. 

6—No other item or items shall 
be offered as a gift or bounty with 
the sale of a tire when the adver- 
tised or sale price of the tire is 
8reater than the usual price at 
Which the tire has been selling at | 
retail in this area. 
7—“Bait” practices, by which | 
well-known makes of tires are ad- | 
vertised mainly as a means to sell | 
other makes in which the adver- 
tiser specializes, shall not be used. 

8—When time payments are 
mentioned or quoted, in connec- | 


tom - made,” “custom - grade,” etc., 
4% times during the same period. ; Shall not be used in the advertising, 
selling or labeling of tires, unless 
the tires so designed are actually 
made on the specifications of the 
customers who buy them. 


tioned, it shall be clearly stated | 
in terms of the duration of such | 
guarantee and the nature of it. | 


Colin Selph 
New Admanager 


Colin M. Selph, for the past 
four years advertising repre- 
sentative of Slocum Automotive 
Publications in 
the central 
states, has 
been appoint- 
ed advertising 
manager of 
the three pub- 
lications, 
AUTOMOTIVE 
News, AuTOMO- 
TIVE SERVICE and 
AUTOMOTIVE 

‘ News ALMANAC, 
C. M. Selph effective June 

15, according 


to Publisher George M. Slocum. 

Selph has been working in the 
publishing and agency fields 
since 1927, beginning with Elec- 
tric Refrigeration News in De- 
troit. Starting on national ad- 
vertising with the Detroit Times 
in 1928, he moved on to the C.C. 
Winningham agency in Detroit 
in 1931, which had not only 
Hudson but several other major 
automotive accounts. 


tion with stated prices, the ad- 
vertisement shall conspicuously 
state that a carrying charge is 
added, unless the advertised price 
is the time-selling price. 

9—The term “custom-built, 
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cus- 


10—When a guarantee is men-| 





Minneapolis Sales Easily To 


| Special to Automotive News 
MINNEAPOLIS.—In spite of all 
the war talk and other depressing 
factors,* new automobile sales in 
Minneapolis and Hennepin county 
during May topped May, 1939, by 
231 units. Total sales of new cars 
for May this year were 2,250 com- 
pared with 2,019 for May, 1939. 


Chevrolet led all makes of auto- 
mobiles in the number of units 
sold, with Plymouth following 
close behind to take second place. 
Ford came in for third place with 
Buick settling down in _ fourth 
place. 

Used automobile stocks in Minne- 
apolis and Hennepin county are 
higher right now than they were 
last year. Sales of used automo- 
biles are practically at a standstill 
since the market seems to lack the 
needed punch. Important reasons 
advanced for this situation are the 
drop in wheat prices, since Minne- 
sota is a wheat producing state, 
the drop in the New York stock 


| market and the European war. 





J) However, W. P. Shaw, president 


May, ’39, Despite War Jitters 


of Minneapolis Automobile Dealers’ 
Assn., points out that the huge 
defense program of the United 
States will place billions of dollars 
into circulation among the buying 
public and that prospects for good 
crops this fall in Minnesota are 
excellent. If these conditions ma- 
terialize, Shaw looks for a pros- 
perous business this year and all 
of next year in sales of both new 
and used cars. 


Sales according to individual 
makes in May are as _ follows: 
Chevrolet, 561; Plymouth, 405; 


Ford, 286; Buick, 185; Dodge, 122; 
Pontiac, 106; Oldsmobile, 106; 
Checker, 75; Chrysler, 72; Stude- 
baker, 67; Hudson, 46; Nash, 47; 
Mercury, 57; Packard, 40; De Soto, 
40; Lincoln, 6; Cadillac, 4; Willys, 
6; American Bantam, 3; Graham, 
2, and LaSalle, 14. 


Hughes Is Honored 
BRISTOL, Conn. Frederick G. 
Hughes, general manager of New De- 
arture division, General Motors a 
as been elected president of e 
Anti- Friction Bearing Manufacturers 
Assn. 





_NOTESFROMA 
CRAFTSMAN’S HANDBOOK | 
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Streamlines of Future 
Centrifugal Drums 
Induction Heat 


By A. H. Allen 


IN THESE days when, as Fred 
M. Zeder of Chrysler Corp. told 
newspapermen the other day, on 
the occasion of the formal opening 
of Chrysler’s new research labora- 
tories, the automobile industry no 
longer merchandises a mass of 
cast iron and steel but instead 
the product of the best technical 
brains in the business, the day- 
to - day progress of engineering 
achievement plays a vital role in 
the drama of motor car construc- 
tion. 

It is impossible to single out 
one single fragment of technical 
progress and say, “Here, then, 
is the kernel of what is, and 
of what is to come.” Only through 
an understanding of the broad 
sweep of the whole engineering 
picture, highlighted in this field 
perhaps at one moment and in 
some entirely unrelated corner 
the next, is it possible to gain 
comprehension of the great for- 
ward march of design, fabrica- 
tion, assembly and testing. 

This preliminary thought will 
suffice to introduce a new feature 
calculated to keep readers of 
Automotive News aware at 
least of some of the overtones 
and undertones in the engineer- 
ing symphony, perhaps stimulat- 
ing thought on their part to the 
end that progress achieved in 
automobile manufacturing is bet- 
ter understood and appreciated. 


THE SLEEK streamlines of to- 
day’s and tomorrow’s automobiles 
popularly are credited to aggres- 
sive body designers who have 
adapted the streamlining technique 
so successfully to motor cars. Be- 
hind their efforts, however, must 


Week's Personality— 


Dedication of Chrysler’s new and 
magnificent engineering  labora- 
tories the other day focused the 
engineering lime- 
light on Fred M. 
Zeder, vice-chair- 
man of the cor- 
poration’s board 
of directors, who 
rose to the 
heights through 
his engineering 
talents, proved by 
the more than 
eight million 
Chrysler - built 
SATs £ BB 
have been manu- 
factured in 15 years. So this new 
department, F.O.B. Factory, has 
selected him for this week’s person- 
ality, an outstanding figure in the 
ranks of the Knights of the Blue- 
prints — Fred Zeder. 

University of Michigan graduate, 
who had worked his way through 
college, he came off the campus 
with an engineering training and 
with the ambition to enter the 
automobile industry, then compar- 
atively young. It was in 1910 that 
he grasped the opportunity offered 
him by Walter Flanders and allied 
himself with the E-M-F company 
(de-alphabetted into Everitt-Metz- 
ger-Flanders) as engineer in charge 
of laboratories. Then came Stude- 
baker and it was there that the 
Three Musketeers, Inc. — Zeder, 
Carl Breer and Owen Skelton — 
was formed on the one-for-all all- 
for-one basis, and which carries on 
to this day. 

When Walter Chrysler undertook 
the rejuvenation of the Willys 
company, the three engineers had 
developed for Willys a light car 
with a high-compression engine, 
which never got on the market. 
But the basic principles of that car 
intrigued Chrysler and when he 





Fred M. Zeder 


be recognized the achievements of | organized his own company, the 


press builders, diemakers and, 
particularly, steel producers. To- 
day it is possible to work steel 
sheets into complicated forms 
which would have been despaired 
of 10 years ago. The answer is 
quality control of steel in the pro- 
duction process, perfection of new 
nonaging sheet steel by open- 
hearth technicians and the con- 
struction by the steel industry of 
continuous mills for rolling wide 
sheets and strip. 
* * ae 

CENTRIFUGAL casting of 
brake drums now has been ex- 
panded to the point where possi- 
bly half the cars made use this 
type of drum. Campbell, Wyant 
& Cannon Foundry Co., of Mus- 
kegon, was one of the first to 
adopt this technique and now 


operates a modern and well 
equipped plant at Lansing, the 
Centrifugal Fusing Co., to pro- 
duce drums. They are made by 
rolling a strip of steel into cir- 





K. T. KELLER, president of Chrys- 
ler Corp., demonstrates one of the 
scientific miracles now possible at the 
corporation’s new engineering labora- 
tories. Here he fries an egg by induc- 


tion currents in the electro-physical | . jtomobile 


laboratory, with the skillet resting on 
a copy of a newspaper. 


trio engineered the famous Chrys- 
ler that was to be the foundation 
stone of the present corporation. 
<a eis iamaaatas 


cular form, welding the butting 
edges, cleaning the steel, coating 
it with flux, mounting the result- 
ing shells into “spinners” set 
around the edge of a large turn- 
table. A measured amount of 
molten iron then is poured into 
each shell, the spinners start to 
whirl and as the iron cools and 
solidifies the piece is removed to 
@ conveyor and transferred to a 
machining department where it 
is cut in two on a lathe, bored 
out and a finished drum is ready 
for shipment. 

Last year Kelsey-Hayes Wheel 
Co. started the manufacture of 
centrifugally cast brake drums 
by a similar process, and just 
now Buick is launching produc- 
tion of these drums by a centri- 
fugal process. The latter makes 
only one drum at a time in 
contrast to the Centrifuse process 
which makes double drums. 
McKinnon Industries, St. Cath- 
arines, Ont., also produces this 
type of brake drum. 

The process is ideally suited 
to producing composite drums at 
a high rate. The cast iron brak- 
ing surface has better friction 
and heat - dissipating properties 
than steel, the latter providing 
a rigid and strong backing for 
the iron surface. Trick to the 
process is in getting a good 
bond between the steel and iron. 

cd a * 


VISITORS to the new Chrysler 
engineering and research labora- 
tories were amazed at the sight 
of an egg being fried ostensibly 
on a piece of newspaper, after 
which the operator calmly picked 
it up, placed it between two slices 
of bread and proceeded to devour 
it. To engineers, the process was 
nothing more than a “stunt” dis- 
play of the application of high- 
frequency current to produce heat- 
ing. 

High-frequency currents are do- 
a lot of things these days in 


ing 
plants. Packard uses 
the system to heat-treat crank- 


shafts and camshafts, increasing 
hardness and toughness. Another 
company is using the process to 
heat steel blanks for shell forg- 
ings. Chevrolet uses induction heat- 
ing to heat-treat tappet seats and 
valve rocker arm shafts. A parts 
company welds engine mounts by 
“flash percussive’ welding ma- 
chines, involving the use of high- 
frequency current. 


Special electric gencrators are 
necessary, which are quite costly, 
but heating by this method is 
efficient, closely controlled and 
perfectly clean. 


Smaller Tires, 
Wider Treads 


Seen in Future 


AKRON. — Tomorrow's auto- 
mobiles will roll on smaller tires 
featuring flatter and wider treads 
and lower air pressures, according 
to K. D. Smith, technical superin- 
tendent of the tire division of B. F. 
Goodrich Co. 


The glimpse into the future of 
tire designs and trends was re- 
vealed by Smith in a recent address 
describing the problems in tire 
engineering created by high speed 
motor demands. 

“The 16-inch diameter _ tires, 
which have been so common for 
the last few years, have been about 
the smallest the car manufacturer 
could use because he was unable 
to provide clearance over the 
brakes with smaller rim diameters,” 
Smith explained. 


“As soon as smaller brakes are 
developed, we will see smaller rim 
diameters and smaller tires. Prob- 
ably with this the cross sections 
of the tires will be increased.” 


Wider and flatter treads will be 
introduced to meet the problem of 
tread wear which increases with 
higher speeds, he indicated. On the 
matter of wider rims, Smith pointed 
out that they would make for wider 
tire cross sections, which in turn 
would provide a greater degree of 
stability for the automobiles. 


Commenting on the use of rayon 
in tire carcasses, Smith explained 
that “tire engineers look upon 
rayon as merely another material 
which may possibly improve tire 
service.” He indicated, however, 
that while there is a definite place 
for rayon in tires for specialized 
uses, such as in high-speed bus 
service, it will not replace all cot- 
ton “which is still a fine material 
for tires and which at present can 
be produced at a much lower cost 
than rayon.” 


Uniform Ruling 


Of Cars Is Urged 


ALBUQUERQUE, N. M. — The 
four-day convention of American 
Assn. of Motor Vehicle Administra- 
tion came to an end here last week 
with the presentation of committee 
reports and resolutions urging leg- 
islation for uniform automobile 
inspection and regulation. 


Uniform drivers’ licenses, auto- 
mobile registration reciprocity be- 
tween states and other related 
matters were among the resolutions 
passed. 

Dave S. Cohn, license director 
for Washington, said 27 of 39 
states responding to an association 
questionary, had expressed agree- 
ment to a policy of reciprocal 
exchange of motor registrations, 
accident reports and traffic con- 
viction records. 


New Abrasive Offered 
By Mid-West Company 

DETROIT. — James T. Jackson, 
president of Mid-West Abrasive 
Co., announces perfection of a 
new stone for superfinish work 
and high-speed honing. 

After several years of experi- 
mentation in its laboratories, Mid- 
West Abrasive Co. has perfected 
a stone which it guarantees will 
have a uniform cutting surface. 
Through the use of this new 
process, due to the fact that all 
grains of abrasive are bonded to- 
gether in such a manner that each 
grain is separate and acts as an 
individual polishing unit, uneven 
polishing is said to be impossible. 
This process eliminates the possi- 
bility of severait grains adhering 
and causing an uneven finish, it 
is claimed. 


At Oldtime 


By Jim Sullivan 
Staff Correspondent 

BOSTON.—Now that the horse- 
less carriage has staged a come- 
back to a certain extent and col- 
lectors of those ancient vehicles 
are organizing clubs in all parts 
of the country to perpetuate the 
breed, the spring meet of the 
Veteran Motor Car Club of Amer- 
ica, held June 8, attracted nation- 
wide attention. It was held on the 
400-acre estate of Cameron Brad- 
ley, one of Boston’s blue bloods 
and an enthusiastic collector of 
horseless carriages and early 
models. 

This was the second meet of the 
club, whose members buy ancient 
cars with as much eagerness as 
stamp collectors grab off first series 
of postage stamps put out by Jim 
Farley, or older ones sold at 
auction when a collector’s heirs 
have a sale. 

Charley Chayne, Buick’s chief 
engineer, a summer _ vacationist, 
was the star of the meet. He 
captured a first and second prize. 
The first was taken in a teeter 
board contest. Each contestant was 
given two minutes to see how long 
he could keep his car balanced 
perfectly on the board. Chayne 
kept his balance 1 minute 55 sec- 
onds in his 1907 Buick runabout. 
In the hill climb he placed second 
in a 1905 Buick. 

The program was arranged so 
skill played a prominent part, 
thereby lessening the handicap for 
the old jalopies. For example, driv- 
ers had to pass over 20 sandbags 
scattered at irregular intervals. 
They each had a companion who 
held two glasses of water on a 
tray. Those who finished in the 
shortest time and spilled the least 
water won. 

Another test placed two in each 
car. While the driver rolled along, 
the other fellow, with a fishing 
pole, had to spear rings hanging 
from wires going 200 yards one 
way, backing up and turning, then 
stopping the motor dead, starting 
again, then back to the finish. 
Anyone who thinks it would be 
easy, should try it. 

The half-mile hill climb was 
divided into classes according to 
age, starting with cars from 1898 
to 1902 


They ran from the high-wheel 
buggy-type to big racing cars — 
including a 1907 Fiat, which was 
in Vanderbilt Cup and other races; 
a 1909 Mercedes driven more than 
600,000 miles; 1901 Renault, and 
others. 


The Veteran Motor Car Club of 
America was formed in January, 
1939, when 12 prominent men in 
Boston and other cities met and 
signed up as charter members. 
Dean A. Fales, head of automotive 
engineering at Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology, was elected 
president; Paul Cadwell, vice-presi- 
dent; Thomas McKean, secretary, 
Cameron Bradley, treasurer, and 
Samuel Eliot, chairman of board 
of governors. James T. Sullivan, 
automotive editor of the Boston 


Steel Industry 
Believed Near 


e 
Capacity Output 

YOUNGSTOWN, O. — The steel 
industry “believes it is on the 
threshold of practically capacity 
production” because of probable 
increased demand from the Allies 
“and certain large requirements 
for domestic preparedness.” 

The Youngstown district was one 
of eight in the nation where steel 
mill operations increased last week, 
with likelihood of going even 
higher the current week. Produc- 
tion jumped nine points to 67 


percent of capacity last week, 
operators revealed. 
Most steel sold the Allies in 


the past has been in the form 
of bars semi-finished and _ sheet 
steel. Indications are that future 
buying will tend more to finished 
products or those requiring only 
minor finishing operations on the 
European side. 

Automotive steel buying, opera- 
tors. said, 


little indication of a decline in 
this type of steel for some time 
to come. 


continued steady with |} 


Vehicle Mee; 


Globe, dean of the motor scribes 
was its first honorary member. ' 

Membership increased rapidly un. 
til now it has 138 enrolled. Women 
included, own approximately 385 
cars, more than 100 of which have 
participated in its two events. Its 
officers for this year are Vassar 
Pierce, president; George Crittep. 
den, vice-president; Cameron Brag. 
ley, secretary - treasurer; Ray 
Stanley, Dean Fales, George Rand, 
John Leathers, directors. 


John Waterman jr., and Kirk 
Gibson have approximately 125 
cars; Albert Garganigo, some 60 or 
more; Cameron Bradley, 25; Web. 
ster Knight II, 24; David Gray, 
California member, 21; Thomas 
McKean jr., and Maj. A. Erland 
Joyette, 14 each; Paul Cadwel] 
and Mrs. Lars Anderson, 12 each, 
Many other members have any. 
where from one to eight or 10 
cars. 


The oldest car registered in the 
club is an 1898 German Lutzman, 
Other early cars are an 1899 Win- 
ton; 1900 Benz; 1900 three-whee] 
Knox; 1901 Clement Panhard; all 
in running order. There is a 1900 
Haynes - Apperson and _e several 
Stanley steamers, a 1909 and 1911, 
both in good running order. 


Three Grand Prix racing cars 
are on the rolls. Also the 1906 
Locomobile, the first American car 
to win a Vinderbilt Cup race. 
And a Sautenschlager Mercedes, 
and the 1910 Fiat formerly owned 
by Bruce Brown, which won the 
1911 Savannah Grand Prix. 


Early in the year a group of 
New York owners of veteran cars 
sent a committee to a meeting of 
the Boston club, and as a result 
a division of it was formed there. 
It hopes to have similar divisions 
formed in Detroit and other cities. 
Information about the organiza- 
tion may be obtained from Secre- 
tary Cameron Bradley, Sears Build- 
ing, Boston. Chayne enjoyed the 
meet so much he said he would 
aid in forming a club in Michigan. 


Russell to Take Over 


Downey’s Airtemp Duty 
DETROIT.—K. T. Keller, presi- 
dent of Chrysler Corp., announces 
that D. W. Russell has been named 
president of Airtemp, the com- 
pany’s air conditioning and heating 
division in Dayton, O., to take over 
the duties of Col. A. C. Downey, 
who is taking an extended leave 
of absence due to ill health. 
Russell came to Chrysler Corp. 
in 1931, bringing with him 18 years 
of experience in engineering, me- 
chanical and sales fields. Since 
that time he has done technical 
and sales work in the company’s 
Fargo division, of which he was 
made a vice-president in 1932. 


BIG SHOVEL 


GEARS ARE NICKEL STEEL 








The punishment given power shovels 
is probably more severe than that 
given other types of mechanical 
equipment. To stand up under such 
severe usage, a new line of sturdy 
compact units recently introduced 
by the Universal Power Shovel 
Corporation, is said to need fewer 
parts than any other equipment of 
similar capacity. Fewer parts place 
greater emphasis on engineering 
design and the selection of ma- 
terials, so Universal engineers 
specify SAE 3140, Nickel-chromium 
steel for all forged gears. After 
forging, these highly stressed gears 
are normalized, quenched in oil 
from 1500 degrees F., then draw? 
at 950 degrees F., to develop max! 
mum physical properties. The com- 
bination of good forging practice 
and excellent machinability of un!- 
form Nickel alloy steel has produced 
a substantial sav- 
ing in machining 
costs. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, W.¥. 
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Production-Registrations 


ee ar <r Tr 
June’s Output Seen Around 350,000 Cars, Trucks 


———~“Week’s Output 


AN’s Production Estimate 


(U. S. and Canada) 
WEEKS ENDED JUNE 15, JUNE 8 














Jan.1 Jan.1 
Week Same Week June to to 
Ended Week Ended to June 17 June 15 
June15 1939* June8* Date 1939*  1940* 

GEN. MOTORS ....... 36,575 30,980 38,773 73,348 781,555 989,262 
Chevrolet? ........... 20,000 18,950 21,000 41,000 486,110 590,668 
cree 6,500 4,559 6,311 12,811 114,272 153,235 
60s ee ee era ae 5,400 8,935 5,471 10,871 84,449 119,491 
Oldsmobile .......... 4,000 2,836 5,314 9,314 77,164 106,595 
Cadillac-LaSalle ..... 675 700 677 1,352 19,560 19,273 
CHRYSLER ........... 18,735 20,250 19,047 37,782 407,851 533,420 
PTOM ¥.0660bs v0 es 9,625 10,500 9,640 19,265 205,220 261,445 
POET, v.ievescodeeeen 5,050 7,400 5,340 10,390 136,010 165,556 
GFE PENOE ce wesersuvees 2,550 1,250 2,562 5,112 37,026 61,677 
POD iikiseschedan 1,510 1,100 1,505 8,015 29,595 44,742 

| Se ee ee 16,475 21,600 16,456 32,931 463,392 492,316 
ME, Seed ven va sens 14,500 19,400 14,462 28,962 403,942 428,359 
ROROE isc wes acuoes 1,575 1,775 1,591 3,166 46,210 49,897 
Lincoln-Zephyr ...... 400 425 403 808 18,240 15,060 
STUDEBAKER‘ ....... 2,520 2,402 2,512 5,082 48,489 658,255 
7. & 7 | re 1,750 + 1,757 3,507 22,010 39,680 
PEER, ba secevducecs 1,200 885 1,043 2,248 30,705 37,536 
PE, e6ce cs ksa eas wenes 1,746 1,041 1,531 83,277 36,787 33,310 
WEIMENIOY ss vsvietsnues 1,258 250 84 1,842 8,716 15,085 
CEERI. ace vevrceeses 70 140 103 173 2,693 1,484 
PRIN MPR, Svcs ecsscses t 85 t t 1,667 899 
HUPMOBILE .......... 70 + 33 103 770 168 
MISCELLANEOUS} . 6,250 4,100 6,217 12,467 136,541 165,669 
BRERA 6.6. 84544500 KE 86,649 81,733 87,556 172,205 1,941,176 2,367,084 
*Revised. tIncludes trucks. tClosed. Miscellaneous includes Crosley, 


Henney, Autocar, Brockway, Diamond T, Divco, Federal, GMC, Indiana, 
International, Mack, Reo, Sterling, White, etc. 


FTC Order in Carter 


Carburetor Case Upheld 


ST. LOUIS. — An order of the 
Federal Trade Commission issued 
in January, 1939, directing Carter 
Carburetor Corp. to cease granting 
preferential prices, was upheld in 
an opinion filed by the United 
States court of appeals here. The 
commission directed the firm to 
cease making contracts with ser- 


vice stations or other retail deal- 
ers on the condition they shall not 
use or deal in the products of a 
competitor. 

In April, 1937, the commission 
found, the company sent a notice 
to contract service stations stating 
“that if you take on a new car- 
buretor line without our approval, 
preferential discount service in- 
formation and Carter contract, if 
any, will be discontinued by the 
Carter distributor.” 


Off Slightly To 
$6,649 Vehicles 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Associate Editor 


DETROIT.—With a total of 172,- 
205 cars and trucks assembled thus 
far in June, it now appears that 

the month’s to- 

Automotive News’ tal output a 

not exceed ~ 
Estimate 000 units. 

Previously it 
had been 
thought that 
June’s  produc- 
tion would hover 
between 350,000 
and 375,000 units, 
but seasonal de- 
cline in opera- 
tions during the 
past week indi- 
cate that around 
350,000 vehicles 
will be assem- 
bled in the pe- 
riod. 

Output during 
the past week 
declined slightly 
to 86,649 cars 
and trucks com- 
pared with 87,- 
556 units in the 
previous week 
and with 81,733 
units in the cor- 
responding pe- 
riod of 1939. 

General Mo- 
tors’ group to- 
tal for the past 
week is. esti- 
mated by AUTOMOTIVE News at 
36,575 cars and trucks, which com- 
pares with 38,773 units in the 
previous week. In the like period 
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New Passenger Car ‘Registrations 


4 a plus 17 States for . 











Ma Ma 1940 1939 Unit 
Dee Pos. 1940 Pos. 1939 Pos. Gain 

GRIOUTONEE: se cc icaseve’ 17,626 1 306,985 1 222,475 1 84,510 
Hiv teve tere eewes 10,620 2 199,889 2 168,175 2 31,714 
PIVMOUH cvcccvscsees 8,995 3 156,670 3 135,452 3 21,218 
DPNES.. a0 sdVecenedewes 5,254 4 98,151 4 73,698 4 24,453 
PES Se ecuvecseiees 4,649 5 78,324 5 54,359 6 23,965 
DOGZO cccccscssssvees 4,177 6 76,280 6 72,241 5 4,039 
GINO EIO vec ocseses 4,032 7 68,637 7 50,070 7 18,567 
Chrysler ......sssses. 1,805 10 36,050 8 25,544 8 10,506 
Studebaker .......... 2,118 8 34,532 9 20,093 11. 14,439 
Mercury ...........-. 1,538 11 30,342 10 20,666 10 9,676 
BENE: vases visasiues 1,823 9 27,762 11 17,239 13 10,523 
WOME vceserveceiee 1,434 12 25,509 12 15,048 14 10,461 
De 0 Perr er eter 1,321 13 25,137 18 18,776 12 6,361 
RPT ee eee er rate 1,298 14 20,332 14 20,199 9 133 
Cadillac-LaSaile eoume 634 15 12,312 15 12,662 15 350* 
DEED 0.5.0 cvdn sve eete 320 17 7,795 16 7,266 16 529 
WEEE. A sivcueseedeess 354 16 7,681 17 4,066 17 3,615 
CBEUEIEEED cece ceecevess 35 0 =:18 234 18 1,554 18 1,320* 
Hupmobile ......6665 cesses ike 18 19 416 19 398* 
Miscellaneous ......-. 17 1,254 697 557 

| Eee 68,050 1,213,894 940,696 273,198 
*Loss 


of 1939 a total of 30,980 vehicles 
were turned out. 

There was also a slight decline 
in the output of Chrysler divisions 
last week, the total being 18,735 
cars and ‘trucks as against 19,047 
units in the previous week and 
with 20,250 vehicles in the com- 
parable period of 1939. 

Ford divisions showed a slight 
increase over the previous week. 
The past week’s total was placed 
at 16,475 cars and trucks, which 
contrasts with 16,456 units in the 
previous week and with 21,600 ve- 
hicles in the same week of 1939. 

Nash boosted operations last 
week, while Willys’ Toledo plant re- 
sumed final assemblies after a 
two-week layoff. Studebaker con- 
tinued to top the independent pro- 
ducers, followed by Packard, Nash, 
Willys, Hudson, Graham and Hupp. 


Plant Activity 


Week Ended June 15 
OUTPUT UNITS WORKING 


BOUNOMes 6.64.65 steady; 6,500, five days 
Cad.-LaSalle .steady; 675, three days 
Chevrolet..... drop; 20,000, five days 


Chrysler..... steady; 2,550, five days 
De Soto....steady; 1,510, four days 
Dodge...... steady; 5,050, four days 
WONG 66650 steady; 14,500, four days 
Graham....... steady; 70, five days 
Hudson..... steady; 1,200, four days 
Lincoln...... steady; 400, four days 
MOS S0 kh 04 0.050 rise; 1,746, 4% days 
Oldsmobile...drop; 4,000, four days 
Packard....steady; 1,750, five days 
Plymouth. ..steady; 9,626, four days 


Pontiac..... steady; 5,400, five days 
Studebaker. .steady; 2,520, five days 
UENO sv iccseus rise; 1,258, four days 


New Passenger Car Registrations, 17 States for May, °40-’39 


CHRYSLER 


# \ 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold \ ” \%, yA 
*Oklahoma figures for first 3 months only included in this report. } x 5] 
GENERAL MOTORS FORD NON AFFILIATED i > 
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Only 38 Markets Show 
Losses, 17 are Unchanged 


DETROIT. — Startling gains in 
business conditions were made 
during May in many marketing 
areas throughout the United States, 
according to figures just released 
through the business survey de- 


WANT ADS 


Want a Man? 
Want a Job? 

Want to Buy? 
Want to Sell? 


YOU can make YOUR WANTS 
known quickly and cheaply to 
12,000 Automobile Dealers, Jobbers, 
Manufacturers—the whole industry! 
Forms close Friday noon at Detroit. 
Cash in advance — TEN CENTS 
PER WORD PER INSERTION. 
Twenty-five cents per word for 
three insertions. Count each initial, 
group of numbers or abbreviation 
as one word. Address: 


WANT AD DEPARTMENT 
AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DETROIT 


MEN WANTED 


WANTED—Man with technical training 
who has had recent aircraft engine test- 
ing experience. Mechanical engineering 
graduate preferred. Box 221, Automo- 
tive News, Detroit. 


SALESMEN WANTED— Manufacturer 
wants four experienced salesmen to es- 
tablish distributors and dealers in low- 
priced car field. Prefer men between the 
ages of 32 and 40. Our salesmen know 
of this ad. Give full details in initial 
letter which will be treated in confidence. 
Write to Box 217, Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


scm inion an ibermacnicaiaaiet 

SERVICE ENGINEER— Manufacturer 
wants experienced automotive service 
engineer capable of setting up _ proce- 
dures and taking full charge of distribu- 
tor and dealer service. Give full details 
in initial letter which will be treated in 
confidence. Must be willing to locate in 
Middle West. Write to Box 218, Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 


sienna tatiana 
SALESMANAGER. Here is a real oppor- 
tunity for the right man. We want & 
man thoroughly capable of organizing 
and managing a sales force in metropoli- 
tan market. While not necessary, we pre- 
fer man who has had General Motors 
Holding experience. In writing, state in 
detail, qualifications, experience and age. 
Address Box 211, Automotive News, De- 


troit, Mich. 


JOBS WANTED 


CONSCIENTIOUS young man, 36, married, 
with 17 years of extensive experience in 
credit management, sales management, 
general office management and business 
development with large national organi- 
zations in the automotive field. Thor- 
oughly capable of executive duties, super- 
vision and organization. Would like 
connection where proven ability and 
efforts are recognized. Excellent record 
and well qualified. Available immediately. 
Address Box 219, Automotive News, 
Detroit. 

_ 

ACCOUNTANT experienced in automobile 
accounting. Will supervise or audit 
bookkeeping records, prepare reports, 
tax returns and other pertinent infor- 
mation. Box 220, Automotive News, De- 


troit. 


YOUNG MAN, 33, married, available 
June 1. Detroit experience as contact 
man with a leading advertising agency, 
and as editorial correspondent leading 
news and picture weeklies. Previously 
managing editor eastern college publica- 
tion and radio production department 
large New York agency. Desires agency 
contact or new business position. Or 
advertising department progressive com- 
pany. Best recommendations. Box 216, 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


BUYER WANTED 


LOCATE in Buffalo, N. Y. A payroll city, 
1,407 factories. Over 100,000 wage earn- 
ers. Value of manufactures over one 
billion dollars annually. Second largest 
city in New York State. 250,000 regis- 
tered cars and trucks. Aircraft, steel, 
flour milling center. Third largest fresh 
water port. Fine homes, churches, uni- 
versities. Famous for elm shaded boule- 
vards. There is now available, a fast- 
moving independent franchise. 300 new 
car potential. Established service depart- 
ment. Beautiful show room. Low rent in 
heart of auto row. Here is a deal worth 
investigating! Write quick and _ state 
your qualifications. Address Box No. 210, 
Automotive News. 


SELLER WANTED 


WE ARE always in the market to buy 
automotive surplus materials for cash. 
Box No. 212, Automotive News. 


|partment of Brooke, Smith & 
French, Inc., Detroit and New 
York advertising concern. 


Of the 147 areas into which 
the country is divided, activity im- 
proved over April in 92; in 17, 
business remained without change, 
while declines were registered in 
only 38 areas. 


The report states that the un- 
usual gains were registered 
in the following areas: Altoona, 
Binghamton, Cincinnati, Colorado 
|Springs, Dayton, Duluth, Flint, 
Fort Worth, Joplin, Kansas City, 
Montgomery, New Orleans, Pitts- 
burgh, Toledo, Wheeling, Wichita 
Falls, Wilkes - Barre, Winston - 
Salem, Yakima and Youngstown. 

The following areas were close 
to normal in May trade: Albu- 
querque, Atlanta, Austin, Bakers- 
field, Baltimore, Bangor, Billings, 
Boise, Camden, Canton, Charleston, 
Charlotte, Chattanooga, Cheyenne, 
Columbus, Dallas, Denver, Detroit, 
Duluth, Erie, El Paso, Fargo, Fort 
Worth, Fresno, Grand Junction, 
Green Bay, Hartford, Houston, In- 
dianapolis, Jackson, Miss.; Jack- 
sonville, Kalamazoo, Knoxville, Lit- 
tle Rock, Macon, Manchester, 
Memphis, Miami, Milwaukee, Min- 
neapolis, Mobile, Montgomery, Nor- 
folk, Oakland, Peoria, Phoenix. 

Portland, Ore.; Poughkeepsie, 
Reading, Reno, Richmond, Sacra- 
mento, Saginaw, Salt Lake City, 
Seattle, Shreveport, Sioux Falls, 
South Bend, Spokane, Springfield, 
Mo.; St. Paul, Syracuse, Tacoma, 
Tampa, Terre Haute, Topeka, 
Tulsa, Waco, Washington, Wil- 
mington, Winston-Salem, Yakima. 


Quaint Quirks 
That Build 


Business 


Bogda Motor Co., (Chevrolet) 
Green Bay, Wis., recently staged a 
salesmen’s sale in connection with 
which newspaper advertising car- 
ried the pictures of the firm’s 19 
salesmen together with a brief 
biography of each individual. A 
special priced used car was assigned 
to each salesman with the explana- 
tion, “These are the cars our own. 
salesmen would buy. Better get 
over here and let your friend on 
our sales force give you the ‘low 
down’ on his personal bargain 
selection.” 





* * * 


Northwestern Motor Car Co., 
Milwaukee Ford dealers, used 
planographed broadsides, featuring 
numerous pictures of models be- 
ing offered as well as the firm's 
building and used car lot, to ad- 
vertise its annual “Raus-Mit-Em” 
sale. In connection with the event, 
the firm offered 120 used cars and 
prospective purchasers were urged 
to “just bring your old car and 
title and make an offer.” 

6 * * 

George Irvin (Chevrolet), Denver, 
is additing to his list of prospects. 
He is paying $10 in cash for a 
“hot tip.” He explained the plan 
in a recent two-column advertise- 
ment in local newspapers, which 
read in part: 

“(No Contest) Just ‘Listen for a 
Tip.’ We will pay $10 cash for any 
used car prospect’s name sent to 
us during this month and sold by 
us within 30 days. Everybody is 
eligible. It’s worth $10 cold cash 
on the barrel-head. In case two or 
more persons submit the same 
prospect’s name, we pay only on 
the first received. No limit to num- 
ber of prospects submitted. Fill out 
coupon below now! You will be 
notified immediately when prospect 
is sold. Your name will not be 
mentioned.” 


Cadillac Sales Drive 

DETROIT.—A $60,000 ‘‘Summer Sales 
Campaign,’’ running through June and 
early July, is announced by R. L. 
Rickenbaugh, sales promotion manager 
of Cadillac- LaSalle. The drive is 
planned to increase selling effort and 
offset the usual hot weather down- 
trend of the automobile sales curve. 

For a fresh automotive viewpoint, 
read George M. Slocum's *‘A Word in 
Edgewise.”’ 


AIIM 


A SOUND ADVERTISING investment that is getting results for Martin Chevrolet Sales 


eport Gains in May Business 


Tea) 
od Sead 


1933 


Corp., Richmond, Va., is 


this eye-arresting billboard recently erected. Many customers have insisted on buying the identical car display 
the board has thus been directly instrumental in a number of used car sales. cot "te conten: 
with the car shown. A ramp makes changing of cars an easy matter. 


Unskilled Labor, || Defense Plan Seen Causing 
Shortage of Car Repairmen 


Clerks Produce 
Most Accidents 


TRENTON, N. J. — Unskilled 
labor and clerical hire are two 
occupations that produce a high 
percentage of traffic accident driv- 
ers, according to Arthur W. Magee, 
state motor vehicle commissioner, 
on the basis of a survey of 5,000 
accident drivers. 


The paid driver (private, truck 
and bus) was involved in more 
accidents than either of the two 
occupations mentioned, but allow- 
ance must be made for his greater 
exposure to traffic hazards by rea- 
son of his greater mileage and 
longer hours of driving, Magee 
said. Twenty-three percent of the 
accident drivers surveyed were 
paid operators. 

In contrast, 20 percent of the 
accident drivers were unskilled la- 


borers and 18 percent were clerks | 


(sales, office help, etc.). The expo- 
sure of both unskilled labor and 
clerks, Magee pointed out, is but 
a fraction of the exposure of paid 
drivers. 


It was further announced that 
the professional man, probably 
because his numbers are fewer 
than the other occupational clas- 
sifications, comprised 5% percent 
of the accident drivers, while the 
housewife appeared in 4% percent 
of the 5,000 drivers surveyed. 

Complete breakdown showing the 
percentages of the occupational 
classifications of the 5,000 accident 
drivers covered by the survey 
was revealed as follows: Chauf- 
feurs (private, truck, bus), 23 per- 
cent; unskilled labor, 20; clerks 
(sales, office help, etc.) 18; skilled 
labor, 13; business (merchants, 
store owners, etc.), 8; professional, 
5.5; housewives, 4.5; students, 3; 
farmers, 2.6; unemployed, 2, and 
retired, 0.4 percent. 


Thalner Will Direct 


Buick Personnel Dept. 


FLINT.— Announcement of the 
appointment of R. F. Thalner as 
personnel director of Buick, suc- 
ceeding the late 
Elmer H. Kra- 
mer, is made by 
Harlow H. Cur- 
tice, president. 

Thalner has a 
record of more 
than 20 years in 
personnel service 
at the Buick fac- 
tory. Joining the 
organization in 
1919 as a safety 
R. F. inspector, and in 

the same _ year 
becoming director of that depart- 
ment, he has engaged continually 
in plant safety and personnel ac- 
tivity since that time. He is 
credited as safety director with 
having greatly reduced the fre- 
quency and severity rate of in- 
dustrial accidents and with hav- 
ing instituted plant-wide 
measures noted for their effective- 
ness. In 1936 he was made as- 
sistant personnel director. 


Thalner 


| Included 


DETROIT. — That dealerships 
and independent garages are feel- 
ing the pinch of national defense 
work, through the exodus of expert 
mechanics from repair shops to 
war-materials plants, was_ indi- 
cated here last week by Matt 
Morse, president of the Automobile 
Club of Missouri. 


Morse was here as chairman of 
the American Automobile Assn.’s 
national emergency road _ service 
advisory board, which discussed 
service problems. 

“This exodus of repairmen from 
garage work is creating a short- 
age which can be made up only 
|} through an intensive program of 
replacement,” Morse said. “With 
more than 55,000 mechanics work- 


Printed Words 


Covers Brush Line 
NEWARK.—Eclipse Air Brush Co., 
Inc., has just issued Catalog No. 77, 


|a@ oe 844 x11 booklet covering its 
| comp 


ete line of spray equipment for 
both manual and automatic operation. 
in the catalog is a section 
devoted to Pneumix air-motored agi- 
tators. Free on request. 
* 7 * 


Working of Steels 
NEW YORK.—A 16-page publication 
on “The Working of SAE Nickel Alloy 
Steels’’ is now available from the 
International Nickel Co., Ine. Includ- 





| gas cutting. 


ing data compiled from practice of 
34 leading fabricators, the publication 
covers effects of alloying elements, 
characteristics and ene. and 
heat treatment. Also included are prac- 
tical instructions for machining, 
broaching, drilling, tapping, threading, 
milling, sawing, grinding, welding, and 


Steel Products Manual 


NEW YORK.—Publication of three 
more sections of the ‘Steel Products 





| latest 


| period of over 40 years. 
* + 


safety | Goodrich Red Book is now available 





Manual,” dealing respectively with 
hot-rolled carbon steel bars, cold- 
finished bars and shafting and tin 
mill products, is announced by Amer- 
ican Iron and Steel Institute, from 
which single copies of the several 
sections may be obtained. 
- * * 


Conveyor Data 
SAGINAW, Mich. — Saginaw Stamp- 
ing & Tool Co. has issued a new 
conveyor catalog No. 140, which in- 
cludes the company’s complete line of 
overhead materials handling equip- 


ment. 
s&s 


On Job-Rated Trucks 


DETROIT. — Dodge-diesel job-rated 
heavy-duty truck catalog is just off 
the press. Done in two colors, the 
book stresses the pease of research 
and development which preceded in- 
troduction of Dodge-diesel trucks un- 
der the direction of Fred M. Zeder, 
vice-chairman of the board and head 
of engineering; O. R. Skelton, director 
of engineering design, and Carl Breer, 
director of engineering research. 

- +. * 


Electrical Tools 

CINCINNATI. — United States Elec- 
trical Tool Co. has just issued its 
catalog No. 56, available on 
request. It covers the complete line 
of electrical tools manufactured by 
this company, illustrating and describ- 
ing in detail the tools developed over a 


t 


Tire Product Catalog 
AKRON. — The 1940 edition of the 


for the tire, battery and automotive | 
accessories trades for use as a product 
catalog and merchandising guide, it is 
announced by B Goodrich Co. 





Tag copy is easily changed to conform 


ing in the 12,000 AAA garages in 
the United States, the problem 
threatens to become serious. 


“These mechanics have had years 
of experience which is in demand 
by such companies as airplane 
manufacturers,” Morse continued. 
“The shortage of this type of 
worker already is being felt on the 
east and west coasts.” 


The problem has not yet arisen 
in Michigan, however, according to 
William A. Ochs, manager of the 
road service department of Auto- 
mobile Club of Michigan. 


Denver Dealers Attend 


Reconditioning Institute 


DENVER. Modern “beauty 
shop” methods for improving the 
looks of used cars was demon- 
strated here last week at the “Used 
Car Appearance Reconditioning In- 
stitute.” Dan Sunderland, of De- 
troit, was in charge. 


Over a thousand dealers and 
their employes from a radius of 
200 miles from Denver were pres- 
ent. Up-to-date methods of used 
car beauty treatment was shown in 
motion pictures and actual demon- 
strations. 


“Dealers Tell Me,’’ by William C. 
Callahan, is an open forum for the ex- 
pression of dealers’ opinions. It ap- 
pears weekly in Automotive News. 


PALACE 
HOTEL 


AS WORLD-FAMOUS AS 


San avectseo 


hy j 
¢ $e 


Spacious rooms and suites, hand- 
somely furnished. San Francisco’s 
traditionally famous cuisine in the 
unique Garden Court. Most con- 
veniently situated for all transporta- 
tion, and for the 1940 Exposition. 
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: ‘ : is—Ti ; Detroit 
Actual top and bottom prices on 1939, 1938, 1937 and Cleveland—Plain Dealer; Indianapolis—Times; 


—News; Chicago—Herald-American; M ilwaukee—Jour- 


1936 used cars, as advertised in local newspapers. * 5 : Ww ‘ 
: : i: 8; sa — World; 
SEDAN prices only used in this comparison. News- Used Car e ing rices nal; New Orleans — Picayune, States; Tulsa 


. , . —Times; Francisco— 
papers co-operating include: Boston—Globe; New York Denver—Post; Los Angeles—Times; San 














































— Times, Journal American; Philadelphia — Bulletin; As Advertised, May 27-June 2 Examiner. 
ee ———— 
MAKE Boston New York Phila. Cleveland Ind’polis Detroit Chicago Milwaukee N. Orleans Tulsa Denver LosAng. SanFran. Nat. Avg. 
Buick Series 40 89] 745- 675| 795- 675| 625- 595| 795- 740| | 750- 625| 695- 575| 797- 645| 650 | | 825- 695| 799- 745| 875- 845 | 1 s 
88] 695- 545) 625 | 495- 465| 595- 479| 645 | 559- 449| 595- 445| 548- 459| 595- 525 | | 595- 525| 685- 545| 745- 645 | 615- 
37] 545- 400) | 425- 365| 445- 355) | 425- 277| 475- 325| 445- 439 | | 575- 465| 495- 425| 565- 425| 550- 545| 494- 402 
379- 335) 425 265- 237| 350- 225| 349- 239| 395 $75- 295| 395- 375| 495- $25| 495- 395| 389- 302 


















| 1845-1245 | 1230-1070 





















































1095 | 
Cadillac “61” 39] 1250 | 895 | | | = 
= (60) °38§ 975 | | | | | Nl ] l | 1245- 895 | 1110 - 
r “«  *37] 645- 545) 445 l l l fl 515 | l | 595 | | 550- 
* “ 9836] 425- 389 | | 545 l 300 | 625- 525| 474- 457 
| - ° ° - 435| 545- 435| 535 | | 625- 525| 599- 479 | | S41- 470 

Chevrolet Master 39] | 519 | 425 545- 444| 575- 495| 499- 475| 545 

"884 425- 385, 325 | 445 395- 344| 420- 385| 389- 3830| 445- 365| 425- 339| 495- 395 | | 495- 429| 465- 445| 595- 450| 443- 387 
> 87] 375- 295 | 865- 325, 345- 297| 375- 325| 389- 195| 385- 245| 375- 268 | 395- 295 | | 895- 345| 449- 295| 460 | 887- 288 












308- 221 





240- 285| 325- 245| 265- 173| 295- 195| 325- 198| 325- 235| 260 


| 545- 465| 549- 495| 548- 478 | | 595 | 645- 535 | l | 573- 502 


Chevrolet Master Deluxe 394 595- 495| 569- 545| 565 515 | 545 
* 38) 195- 395| 385 l 430- 344| 475 | 885- $25| 410- 365| 469- 358 | | 475- 445| 465- 435| 525 | 585- 565| 463- 404 


$25- 225 | 




























































































31] 350- 349 | | 395- 350| 415- 255| 365 | S47- 267| S05- 245| 348- 325 | l | $95- 350| 475- 429 | | 387- 320 

36 | 265 295- 285| 315- 175 295- 199| 279- 195| 297- 238 295 $25- 245| 365- 299| 379- 375| S11- 251 

Chrysler Royal 394 795 | 625- 495 | l | 775 l | 675- 545 | l l l l | 895 | 753- 520 
eT SC:C:tSaSC“‘ CLC” LlLUSSCSLSs:C=“‘™™#’™SOCO™S*#~wdW*C«~Wi@S4alt6g6) | @'-§$ a asc CC !UCUL;!tSCS~Séi kt!”!”St”*é~<i;iCi‘i‘OSC | 
$8) 565- 525 | | | 495 | 550 l | 575- 465| 497- 469| 495 | 565 l l l | 534- 486 

81] 465- 315| 385 l | 495- 395| 450- 435| 865- 269| 375- 325| 447- 399| | 445 | 585- 445| 495- 379| 545 | 455- 370 

ane 36) 395-325 225 365- 285 265- 235| 329 $25- 285| 465- $25| 338- 291 
De Soto 394 625 | 565 | 675- 645| 695 | 875 | 687- 625| 545 | 649 | 865- 595 | l 195 | $50- 815| 711- 670 
38) 545 | 475 | 525- 445| 545- 495| 525- 495| 485- 445| 495- 385| 495 | 575- 495 | l | 595 | 645 | 587- 460 

31] 365 | 395- 345 | | 445- 385 | | $47- $29| 395- 295| 299 | 895- 275 | l | 395 | 495- $45| 392- 329 

(Airstream) °36] 395 375 295 195 $25- 245| 345- 295 450- 395| 340- 312 

Dodge $9] 675- 635| 665- 435| 595- 575| 675- 445| 695- 595| 595- 560| 595- 525| 575- 545| 600 | 745- 785| 725- 695| 725 l | 660- 574 









645- 268| 475- 450| 545- 335 | | 425- 895| 495- 395| 525- 305| 565- 350| 585- 615| 505- 485| 495- 445| 645- 575| 546- 419 
395- 197| 395- 385| 425- 377| 395 | 859- 295| 395- 295| 425- 279| 485- 335| 395 | $29 | 485- 445 | 495 | 418- $20 
| 295- 195| 285- 225| $45- $85| 280- 265| 255- 175| 3$25- 195 300 375- 269| 385- 239| 395- 375| 312- 247 


88) 565- 425 
81) 445- 325 
36) 350-225 





































































Ford V-8 “60” ’39] 480 | | 425 | 575- 385| 465 | | | | 494- 440 
38) 385 | | 415- 355 | | 365 l | 349 l l | 376- 355 
a i laren 87) 295- 235| 195- 185 | 295- 189 250- 195| 295 265 345 295 295- 269 325 285- 215 
Ford V-8 Deluxe (85) 39 635- 485 | | 545 | 495 | 565 | 565- 485| 495 | 575- 465 | | 625- 545| 675 | 645 | 582- 495 
a $8) 470- 295, 400- 245| 395 | 425- 295 | | 485- 249| 445- 365| 455- 395 l | 645- 485| 495- 389| 565- 485| 423- 350 
"374 360 | $45- 215| 250 | 315- 275| | $45- 190| 325- 245) | 295- 285| 295 | 395- 275| 450- 208| S$45- 315| 338- 262 

















































36] 295- 215 245- 169 195 265- 106! 235- 225 | 275- 199 | 285- 260 | 395- 245 | 336- 299 | 281- 215 
Graham Standard 39] | | | | | | | | | | | | | 
338] | | | | | fl | | | | | | | 
(Cavalier) ’87] | | | 375 | | 285- 239| 365- 185 | | | | | | | 842- 212 
” "S64 225 | | | 245- 195| 285 295- 239 325 275- 217 
39] | | 
| 









































Hudson “112” | | 549- 519| 575 =| | 5 —«| | | | | 576- 619 
eT ee $8) 425-295 l l | 445- 395| 495- 445 | | 545 | 545- 395 | | 450 | 484- 382 
oan (Terraplane) °37] 250 | 265 295 | 345 l l | 205- 265| 385- 185| 345- 295 | | 425- 295 | | 495 | $44- 260 

“ 36) _275- 195| 195 275 235- 168| 245 266- 195 295- 273 | 255 255- 208 
[aSalle 39) 875- 6410| 875 l | 945 | 845- 766| 875 l l l | 945- 895 | 1045- 875| 915- 794 
















$8] (695- 595| 598 | 695 | 665 
37] 499- 425| 499- 460 | 575- 495 | 
"86] 395- 345) 395- 285 
89] 945- 895| 895- 695| 865- 745| 777 | | 845- 745 | 
88] 685- 545| 675- 645 | 575 | 645- 595| 645- 595| 695- 565| 595 

87] 545- 395 | 375- 325 | | 385- 269| 475- 375| 465- 398| 375 | 545- 398| 500- 449| 575- 475| 471- 385 

36) 365-295 | 295 | 365- 325 385 495- 450| 355- 337 
Mereu 795- 580| 775- 525 7125- 599| 795- 695| 795- 745| 785- 745| 795- 675| 799- 766| 751- 649 
Nash Ambassador Six | | 575- 565| 585 | 695- 675 | | | | 626- 620 
38] | l | 475 | 425 ] l | 565 | 477- 399 
"37 495- 445| 425 | | 395- 365| 475- 385 | l | 495 | 457- 398 
86 | 195 235 198- 169 | 245 218- 169 
Olds Six (60) °39] 695- 595! 650 | 675- 495| 488- 475 | | 545- 475| 675- 545| 715- 595| | | 725- 595| 635 | 795 | 660- 539 
38) 569- 475) 545 | 595- 475 | | 445 497- 469| 575- 425| 575- 469| 595- 395| 595- 575| 595- 495| 645- 495| 695- 675| 577- 495 
87] 495- 375| 395- 365| 395- 295| 445- 333] 450- 425| 395- 269| 465- 295| 495- 395| 485- 365| 495 | 525- 425] 485- 378] 595- 475| 472- 366 

365- 260) 325 | 345 | 365- 244| 345 | 295 325- 267| 365- 249 


I l | 575 l | 796 
| 895- 369| 465- 345| 545- 489| 475- 465| 595 


| 685 | 795 | 795 | 695- 595 
| 505- 450| 6505- 445| 675- 645| 537- 449 
495- 425| 417- 352 
| 895 | 1045- 845| 999- 945| 886- 812 
| 685 | 795- 669| 835- 750| 683- 623 





























| 900 | 695 


| 
| 475 









Lincoln-Zephyr 



































































































Te sesh rneensnesnrlh omnes orem petatesen cesta Iaacntaammeal assem testes’ titties an 
384 595 | 495- 475| 495 | 625 | | 550 | 595- 497| 695- 595 | | 725- 695| 602- 565 

















87) 475- 325! 445- 365 | 495- 375| 200 | 445- 395 | 
89) 595- 475| 595- 298| 525- 465| 495- 440| 525 | 517- 465| 565- 485 
88] 465- 325| 445- 237| 395 | 495- 395 | 435- 395| 445- 345 | 
87] 395- 300! 395- 145| 325- 265| 385 | | 350- 240] 395- 295 
$35- 245| 325- 145| 295- 245| 265- 257) 275 295- 195| 295- 195 


465- 299 325 595- 450 438- 368 
499- 465| 695 l l l | 557- 442 
459- $25| 425- 875| 4265 | 445 | 465 l | 445- 342 
310- 295| 395- 275 | | 895- $25| 425- 395| 375 | 877- 282 
295- 199| $25- 300 345- 255 | 875- 250| 365 | 816- 229 












Plymouth 
























































































Plymouth Deluxe "89] _645- 495| 595- 495| 565- 475| 575- 477| 565 | 549- 445| 575- 495| 577 | 685 | 595 | 575- 495 | 645- 545| 645 | 599- 490 
$8) 495- 395| 400 | 450- 425| 495- 366 | | 399- 365| 495- 465| 465- 395| 525 | 450 | 485- 395 | 495- 431| 575 | 473- 405 
37] 325 | 259 | | 445- 345| 375 | 389- 250| 365- 295| 365- 345 | | 360 | 435- 325 | 445- 345| 495- 475| 383- S41 
36) _315- 220| 195 (300 325 | 295- 265 | 240- 194] 295- 230| 265 295 | 365- 295 | 345- 245| 329 297- 241 
Pontiac Six *39] _695- 645| 650- 495 | | 575- 545 | | 650- 560| 695- 550| 595 ] | 645 | 595 | 637- 559 













$8) 545- 450| 595- 475 | 


| 535 | 525- 395| 475- 425| 498- 497] 495- 395 /| | 565- 475| 495- 465| 685- 625| 541- 467 
87] 445- 385! 345- 285| 405 77 a) a or oy 8 ee we 


| 425- 395| 400- 285] 465- 335| 425- 295| 495- $45| 395- $45| 305- 365| 465 | 495- 465| 427- 350 











' 395 































265 | | 365- 219| 250 | 295- 197 | 205- 245| 327- 218| | 295 | 365 | 365- 285 | 395- 369| 324- 256 
eiekaiees Sansnenates 39] 695- 595 | | 595- 585| 745 | 695- 645 | | | | 682- 608 











! 








38) 595- 495 | 
(Dictator) "87f 415- 395 | 395- 265! 450- 395| 345- 290] 395 
“ 86) 365-295 | | 375- 295| $45 l 





| 495- 345 | | 495 
| 385- 345! 445- 299 | 
| 325- 245! 248- 229! 





| 595 | 685- 525| 565 | | 572- 455 
] | 475- $375] 495 ] | 422- 329 
l | $95 | $35 | $41- 266 





















Willys x) Mo 295 | | 277 | | 295 I | 465 | 435 | 365- 365 
7 38] 365- 315) | 260 | 245 | | 289- 249| 365- 265 I | 295 | 303- 286 








874 200 | 175 | 245 | 225- 166 | | 225- 175! 250- 185 | 275- 195 | | 265- 195| 225- 189] 295 | 288- 184 
| | 115-751 | | | | | 115-15 















National Average, All Makes, June 2—$492-$415 
National Average, All Makes, June 26—$489-$412 
Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled exclusively by Automotive 
This is the first time anywhere that bona fide top and bottom prices have been compiled from published fi 


Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 


News as a copyrighted feature. 
gures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national index. 


Used car prices in Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Atlanta, Dallas and Seattle appeared on this page last week and will be published again next week 
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! 100 YEARS ON RUBBER 
By Chris Sinsaba 


(is 


Chapter LXXVI—Durant Motors 


The calendar tells me that chronologically the saga is 
entering the third decade of the present century when 
William Crapo Durant made his last stand in the auto- 
mobile industry. The man who had founded the General 
Motors Corp. only to lose control of it when he had it 
firmly established; who had staged a comeback and 
through his Chevrolet had regained that control; and 
who, on Dec. 1, 1920, again had been shown the way 
out, might have been down but he was far from being 
out. What to do next? was his thought as he shut 
his GM office door for the last time. Build another 
corporation patterned along the lines that had made 
GM so successful, must have been his answer. So Durant 
took his hat in hand and went out to try something else. 

Naturally, he felt he 
could duplicate GM, so 
he crossed Broadway, 
opened an office of his 
own and announced the 
formation of Durant 
Motors, Inc. He took 
pen in hand and wrote 
letters to 67 of his per- 
sonal friends outlining 
what he had in mind. 
He said he wanted to 
build “just a real good 
car,’”’ which was enough 
for his friends, who, 
checkbooks in hand, re- 
sponded pronto. In 48 
hours he had received 
checks and_ subscrip- 
tions totaling $7,000,- 
000. He only had 
wanted $5,000,000, so 
he returned the surplus 
$2,000,000, with thanks. 

Durant Motors was 
incorporated Jan. 12, 
1920, without any tangibles—no plants, no dealers, al- 
most no nothing but the magic of the name “Durant” 
worked with the same power that summoned the friend- 
ly genii when Aladdin’s lamp was rubbed. 


His first product was the Durant Four which was 
designed and built in 47 days. The books showed that 
dealers were following dynamic Durant and orders for 
30,000 Durant Fours had been ’received, valued at 
$31,000,000. Total sales expense, I’m told, for these 
orders, was one-twentieth of one percent! Encouraged 
by this getaway, Durant shied his hat in the ring in 
earnest. He felt he could compete with Ford and Chev- 
rolet in the low-priced bracket and he selected for the 
battle the Star, a small four. Those days when you 
“looked at all three” you had to include the Star, for 
Durant really made a dent in that market. 





W.C. DURANT as he looks today. 


Durant Expansion 

Then Durant started to build his competitive cor- 
poration. He bought Locomobile, one of the real pioneer 
makes, for his high priced leader. He bought the Mason 
truck and he introduced the Flint six in the under-$1200 
class. He took over that huge new plant at Elizabeth, 
N. J., which John N. Willys controlled when Walter P. 
Chrysler had been called in to first-aid John’s limping 
business at a million a year salary. He set up plants in 
Long Island City; Muncie, Ind.; Lansing, Mich.; Oak- 
land, Calif.; Leaside, Ont., and topped it off by erecting 
two modern plants in Flint, Mich. He gained control of 
glass companies, body building companies and other 
trimmings necessary for the magnitude of the corpora- 
tion such as he intended Durant Motors to be. 

While all this had been going on, Durant had become 
one of the most powerful figures in Wall Street. He 
seemed to be sitting on top of the world. Durant Motors 
apparently had earned a big place in the automobile 
industry, but as the shadows of 1929 loomed the cor- 
poration, like others, felt the shock of the collapse when 
it came and in the long run Durant Motors went by the 
boards. 

But even then the indomitable Durant did not give 
up. He tried once more. He still owned the plant in 
Lansing and he made a deal with the French Mathis 
company to build there an American Mathis, a small 
automobile about the next size larger than one of Bill 
Stout’s cyclecars. Again the financial clouds over- 
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shadowed his efforts. The depression hit a new low and 
the American Mathis never materialized. 

Officially William Crapo Durant went broke. His 
millions and millions had melted like a snowball under 
the rays of a hot spring sun. In 1921 possessor of a 
fortune of $120,000,000, he is said to have lost $40,000,- 
000 in an effort to halt the decline in security values. 
Included in this was $6,000,000 worth of bonds that had 
been set aside to establish an annuity. Five years later 
he filed a petition in bankruptcy, listing assets of $250 
and liabilities of $914,231! 

But hope springs eternal in the human breast, they 
say. It does in that of Durant. Today, midway through 
1940, and at the age of 78 he still seeks new worlds 
to conquer. Maybe not in the automobile business but 
that resistless energy of his will not permit him to 
sit by the fireside and twiddle his thumbs. And what do 
you think he is doing? I’ll tell you — he is a bowling 
alley proprietor and he apparently is making a success 
of this new venture. 


Bowling Alley Magnate 

He calls his place in North Flint a recreation center. 
He has an 18-lane establishment there and he has 
architectural plans and corporate plans for a chain of 
50 such recreation centers in choice communities, each 
promoted locally under a national holding company with 
millions of capital. He still holds his residence in New 
York, but Flint is where he started his meteoric career 
and likely he is superstitious enough to feel he will lay 
a nest egg for still another fortune in the city which 
is so closely identified with Durant successes in the past. 

Only soft drinks and lunches are sold in the Flint 
establishment. Durant, remember, once paid $30,000 in 
cash prizes for essays on how to enforce prohibition in 
the speakeasy days and he still believes in prohibition. 
“Family bowling” is his present idea and half his cus- 
tomers are women. He also is interested in a mechan- 
ical horse which will be the main feature of his pro- 
jected fun coliseums. Roller skating and other novelties 
will be offered. 

And in his twilight this young old man who in another 
couple of years will become an octogenarian, is thor- 
oughly enjoying himself in his Flint tenpin palace. He 
confided the other day to Al Belfie of Buick that he is 
getting a great kick out of his new business. 

“You ought to see the fine rest room I have put in 
for the pin boys when they are not working,” he said. 

“IT get a thrill out of slipping in there and playing 
checkers with the boys,” he added. 


This is the seventy-sixth installment of Chris Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. 
Succeeding chapters will appear in subsequent 
issues of AUTOMOTIVE News. 


SEC Reveals Bonus Shares 
Given GM Officials in ’39 


Special to Automotive News 

WASHINGTON. — Securities and 
Exchange Commission last week 
disclosed the names of General 
Motors Corp. officials receiving 
shares of the company’s common 
stock last year under its bonus 
plan and the number of shares 
received by each. Previously the 
SEC had revealed the bonuses 
given some top executives. 

The three receiving the largest 
bonuses were William S. Knudsen, 
president, 4,626 shares; Charles F. 
Kettering, vice - president, 3,283 
shares, and Donaldson Brown, 
vice-chairman, 3,274 shares. On 
the basis of the 1939 average 
market prices of $48.19 for the 
stock, which the company used 
in fixing the bonuses, they would 
be worth about $222,900, $158,200 
and $157,770, respectively. 

The hitherto confidential list of 
executives, with the shares allo- 
cated to each, as announced by 
the SEC last week, follows: 

Albert Bardley, John T. Smith 


Michigan Industry 


Notes Job Pickup 


DETROIT.—A steady parade of 
Michigan workers back to jobs in 
private industry is reflected in the 
2,952 jobs filled last week by the 
Michigan State Employment Ser- 
vice — a 5 percent increase over 
the preceding week. 

Harry A. McDonald, chairman of 
the Michigan Unemployment Com- 
pensation commission, said total 
placements made by the service 
last week, including those in pub- 
lic employment, rose to 3,147. At 
the same time, McDonald reported 
a slight increase in the number 
of applications for work filed with 
the service by new job seekers. 
New applications totaled 3,698, an 


increase of 0.5 percent over the | 


previous week. 


and Charles E. Wilson, vice-presi- 
dents, 3,273 shares each; Lawrence 
P. Fisher, Richard H. Grant, Or- 
mond E. Hunt and James D. 
Mooney, vice - presidents, 2,728 
shares each. 

Marvin E. Coyle, vice-president, 
2,700 shares; Harlow H. Curtice 
and Edward F. Fisher, 2,076 each; 
John J. Schumann jr., 2,038; Wil- 
liam E. Holler, 1,570; Charles E. 
Wetherald, 1,465; Ronald K. Evans 
and Bayard D. Kunkle, 1,465 each; 
Harry J. Klingler, 1,348; Charles 
L. McCuen, 1,296; James M. Craw- 
ford, 1,256; Frederick C. Kroeger, 
1,240; Ernest R. Breech, 1,171; 
Thomas P. Archer, 1,150; Meyer 
L. Prentis, 1,109; Harley J. Earl 
and Floyd O. Tanner, 1,096 each; 
Graeme K. Howard, 1,075; Nich- 
olas Dreystadt and Elmer G. 
Biechler, 936 each; Hugh Dean and 
William F. Hufstader, 900 each; 
Henry M. Hogan, 847; Anthony C. 
Anderson, 776; Orville W. Young 
and Delmar S. Harder, 750 each; 
Frederick G. Hughes, 728; Alfred 
J. Fisher and William C. Williams 
jr, 664 each; Francis L. Burke, 
660; Ira G. McCreery, 650; and 
Livingston L. Short and Albert L. 
Deane, 626 each. 


The company informed the SEC 
that the stock distributed had come 
from its treasury and had cost 
an average of $32.31 per share; 
the cost of the bonuses figured 
on this basis being deducted from 
the company’s 1939 income. The 
bonuses are being paid in four 
equal installments, one early this 
year and one each at the end of 
1940, 1941 and 1942. 


The bonus fund is computed by 
deducting from 10 percent of net 
earnings 7 percent of capital em- 
ployed, and the number of shares 
to be distributed is determined by 
dividing this dollar amount by the 
average market price per share 
| for the year. 









Owner Contacts 
Pay Dividends to 6 
Willys-Overlang 


TOLEDO. — A public relation; 
policy of maintaining close contag |zanufe 
with owners is getting interestip, {his ti 
results for Willys-Overland Motors plways 
Inc., according to Darrell C, Rop.blanes 
erts, promotion manager of th,}riticis! 
company. urance 

Early in March this year, Willys. pelieve: 
Overland announced a 100,000 mij, juperio 
or three-year guarantee. Naturally possible 
owners of 1940 model Willys, whofhe en 
had purchased their cars Previous pefore 
to the announcement of this guar. hese 
antee, wondered whether or not jt 
applied also to their automobile;| BRU! 

Foreseeing this question in thefhis m 
mind of its purchasers, Willys qiqpvents 
not wait for queries concerning pecomi 
the new guarantee but immediately rer. 
sent out a letter, personally signeg Stout, 
by Joseph W. Frazer, president offectly 
the company, assuring all i9qpne of 
Willys owners that the guarante pviatio’ 
applied irrespective of time of pur.pame | 
chase. The letter also asked forpig id 
data concerning the cost of up.Bo he 
keep of the car, average gasoline Beaubi 
mileage, oil consumption, and over. where 
all operating costs. ated 

Results from the letter werejwhich | 
surprising. To date, over 50 percentnd hi: 
of those persons contacted hayell-met 
answered, giving complete detaileg jjob—fo 
answers and additional responses one 

a 














are coming in daily. ais 
“We found some very interesting }ven ir 
data which we will use for ourfirigibl 
new advertising and promotional 
campaign,” Roberts stated. “Many| STOl 
of those who answered our letters}ical t 
were contacted for testimonials”"|n get 


Truckers Pay Out fix: 
29% of All 1939 fave“ 
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WASHINGTON. — Motor truck }tockhe 
owners paid 29.2 percent of all|ompai 
motor vehicle registration fees }igo5 ty 
collected by the states last year,}ion h 
according to the U. S. public roads |,irplar 
administration. oaid of 

Out of $342,997,000 collected bylient § 
the states $99,000,000 represented jypder 
fees on trucks, although trucks |packar 
totaled less tian one-seventh of}he p 
all motor vehicles on the high-|notore 
ways. Special additional fees on}ne me 
commercial carrier trucks }irport 
amounted to $25,000,000. Truck} ¢; 
owners also contributed a substan-|ame | 
tial part of the $80,000,000 license }ieg o 
and miscellaneous fees, the report }jane, 
says. develoy 

Gasoline taxes collected by fed- 
eral and state governments from 
trucks last year totaled $270,000,000, 
or more than one-quarter of the 
total gasoline tax revenue. 


Cobb Named to Head 


GM’s West Coast Exhibit 

SAN FRANCISCO.—Gardner ™. 
Cobb, well-known because of pre 
vious visits here in connection with 
the activities of 
the General Mo- 
tors Sales Sec- 
tion, has assumed 
the duties of resi- 
dent manager of 
the General Mo-| 
tors exhibit at the }s 
San Francisco 
Exposition. Me 

Cobb has bee? js. 
employed by Ger- 
eral Motors for 
the past 16 years. 
He has had 
extensive training and experience 
in industrial showmanship, since 
he has been engaged for many 
years in the planning and admin- 
istration of numerous General Mo- 
tors exhibits. 


GM Wins $500,000 Sui 
Over Car Wheel Patents 


LANSING.—Ending a case that 
has been in litigation for years. 
Michigan supreme court last week 
dismissed the $500,000 damage suit 
of Rubham Corp., of Jackson. 
Mich., against General Motors 
Corp. 

The Jackson company claimed 
the corporation had infringed oT 








G. M. Cobb 








automobile wheel patents. G 
7 oa New 
“ . 7, a 
Sales Hit 970 West 4 
CANTON, O.—Stark county auton: GL Sou 
bile dealers sold 970 new automobiles en 
and 1,517 used cars during May, a 
cording to Clerk of Courts C. Frank 
Sherrard. 
secre: 
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and 

ations f Unci a 
ONtact manufacturer — for ncle Sam 
esting fhis time. Peace advocate as he 
lotors plways has been, making war 
Rob. Hanes does not leave him open to 
f the iriticism, for preparedness is in- 


wrance against war, he thoroughly 
Villys. believes. Uncle Sam, guaranteed 
) mile superiority in the air through a 
urally, lossible Ford operation, will make 
, Whofhe enemy stop, look and listen 
eVious pefore he attempts an invasion of 
guar.these United States. 


‘bile | BRUSHING THE cobwebs off 
n thethis memory of mine, I recall the 
ys diqevents that led up to Henry Ford 
ning pecoming an airplane manufac- 
iatelyjurer. I'll start with William B. 
signe Stout, for that individual was di- 
ont of rectly responsible. Bill had been 
19)pne of the technical advisers on 
‘anteppviation in Washington and he 
f purpame out of the war with the 
d forpig idea an all-metal plane. 
f up.Bo he rented himself a plant at 
soline Beaubien and Piquette in Detroit, 
over.where once at this corner was lo- 
ated an early Ford plant and 

were |which later housed Walter Flanders 
reenthnd his E-M-F. There he built an 
hayelill-metal plane—a Packard engine 
taileqjob—for the navy. That was in 
onges (923. At that time Ford had built 
nis famous airport at Dearborn, 
sting kven including a mooring mast for 
* ourfirigibles and which still is there. 









tion 
Many STOUT’S IDEA sounded so prac- 
etterstical that he had little difficulty 
‘ials."n getting 125 backers for his 
Stout Metal Airplane Co., who 
raised $150,000 for operating ex- 
ut yenses. Detroit became airplane 
sonscious. Bill was supposed to 
39 have a gold mine in his new 
;wmpany. Many wanted in. Henry 
K@s§jford was one of them. But he 
jidn’t want to be just one of the 
truck Itockholders — he wanted the 
allompany in its entirety. So, in 
fees 1925, two years after its organiza- 
year, tion, he took over the Stout Metal 
roads |Airplane Co. lock, stock and barrel, 
paid off the other stockholders and 
d bylkept Stout to run the company. 
ented l{nder the new management, the 
‘ucks Packard engine was discarded as 
h ofthe power plant and the tri- 
high-Imotored plane took its bow. In 
3 Othe modern plant at the Dearborn 
‘ucks hirport, Ford built about 200 of 
ruck the tri-motored planes. At the 
stan-|same time experiments were car- 
eNS ried on and a “flivver” type of 
"port Ilane, to sell at a low price, was 
developed. It never got into real 
production, however. Suddenly Ford 
decided to abandon aviation and 
he wound up the company in his 
characteristic way. 
* * * 
STANLEY KNAUSS, who had 
teen Stout’s right hand man, set 
uw for Ford what probably was 
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the first commercial air service in 
this country. Operating from its 
Dearborn base, Knauss had 10 
planes flying on his freight line 
that swung to Chicago, Buffalo and 
Cleveland and carried no _ pas- 
sengers, only Ford freight to the 
Ford branches. 
« * a 

NOBODY WAS thinking much 
about national defense back in 
1930 when the American Trade 
Assn. Executives decided to award 
its annual medal of distinction to 
the National Automobile Chamber 
of Commerce. The medal was 
given for outstanding service to 
the public and to member com- 
panies of the NACC (now the 
Automobile Manufacturers Assn.) 
through its cross-licensing agree- 
ment on patents. 

Today, however, with national 
defense very much in the lime- 
light, especially in the realm of 
industrial production, and _ with 
government and business looking 
around for the best methods of 
co-operating efficiently in the job 
of expanding output, the reasons 
for that 1930 award become of 
sudden interest. This is particu- 
larly so in the aviation industry, 
where consideration is being given 
to various plans for cross-licensing 
for the period of the emergency 
in order that output of the best 
models shall not be limited by 
patents held by any particular 
companies. 

Everyone is now remembering 
that a large number of manufac- 
turers have built something like 
56,000,000 motor vehicles in the 
quarter of a century since the 
cross-licensing agreement was 
originated in 1915 — 56,000,000 mo- 
tor vehicles built on hundreds and 
hundreds of patents—all without a 
single patent lawsuit among them. 
This example of co-operation was 
carried on under an agreement 
which provides that no money 
royalties whatsoever shall be paid. 
Which makes it even more re- 
markable. = = = 

EXACTLY what does the cross- 
licensing agreement do for the 
motor industry and for the public? 
A lot of us, including your con- 
ductor, talk glibly about it with- 
out really knowing a great deal 
about how it works, what benefits 
it provides or what territory it 
takes in. We could do a lot worse 
than look into it. And from the 
people in the association head- 
quarters comes assurance that the 
matter was never better stated or 
its significance better outlined than 


in 1930 when application was 
made for the ATAE award. 
* * * 


WHEN THIS cross-licensing 
agreement was first entered into 
—in 1915—136 manufacturers of 
motor vehicles signed the propo- 
sition. Today the ranks have 
thinned—now there are fewer than 
25 left, but for the survivors the 
prevention of costly legal battles 
and the manufacture of better 
cars at lower prices to the con- 
sumers are advantages that are as 
valuable as they were in 1915. 

While Ford and Packard did 
not enter into this agreement, it 
is a matter of record that neither 
of the companies has stopped any 
other manufacturer who have 
made use of their patents. This 
protection is extended to parts and 
accessories made by others. 

* 


IN CITING the advantages of 
this agreement, in his application 
to the ATAE, Alfred Reeves, then 
general manager, pointed out that: 

An interchange of patents helps 
to make better motor vehicles. 

In return for what patents it 
owns a company receives licenses 
under patents owned by other 
members. 

The greatest advantage is free- 
dom for each member from law- 
suits on the hundreds of patents 
owned by other members of the 
NACC. 

It permits each manufacturer to 
design freely, taking the best that 
the known art’ permits, with 
competition based on low cost 
production and efficient advertis- 
ing and selling. 

To the public it guarantees the 
best designed and safest kind of 





| 
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buying of the product and added 
to the efficiency and prosperity of 
the nation. 

The cross-licensing agreement 
has not alone prevented litigation 
but it has created a basis for 
scores of other co-operative ac- 
tivities of benefit to the public and 


the trade. 
Wholesale litigation of patents 
that would increase court costs 


was discouraged, with each manu- 
facturer appreciative that the 
rights under hundreds of patents 
more than offset any claims under 
his own. 

It assures each buyer that in the 
car selected is incorporated the 
most modern inventions with no 
danger of having to accept sub- 
stitutes that might be inefficient 
or unsafe. 

And it eliminates the possibility 
of citizens being threatened for 
using articles that infringed 
patents; a not unknown situation 
during the early days of the motor 
industry. As for example, remem- 
ber the battle fought against the 
Selden patent by Henry Ford. 

The late Howard E. Coffin, then 
vice-president of Hudson, and C. 
C. Hanch, then of the Marmon 
company, are credited with being 
the originators of the idea which 
has proved to be so beneficial to 
the automobile industry. 


Colo. Truckers 
Challenge Code 
On Weight Limits 


DENVER. — Constitutionality of 
two sections of the 1935 state uni- 
form motor vehicle code, which 
tix the maximum weight of loads 
that can be carried by trucks, was 
challenged in a suit filed during 
the past week in the Denver dis- 
trict court by five truck companies 
Interstate Motor Lines, Inc.; 
Capron Truck Co.; Perry Truck 
Lines, Inc.; M. & M. Truck Co., 
and Buckingham Transportation 
Co. of Colorado, Inc. 

Defendants are Secretary of 
State George E. Saunders; Charles 
H. Gunn, state motor. vehicle 
supervisor; Joseph J. Marsh, super- 
visor of state highway courtesy 
patrol, and the courtesy patrol 
board. 

The complaint asked for an in- 
junction to prevent enforcement of 
the sections. One of these fixes 
wheel and axle loads for motor 
vehicles. The other fixes the maxi- 
mum gross weight of vehicles and 
loads. 

Plaintiffs contend that the threat- 
ened enforcement of the provisions 
would seriously damage their busi- 
ness and would be in violation of 
the state and federal constitutions. 
They allege that the sections are 
discriminatory, unreasonable, arbi- 
trary and uncertain and that their 
enforcement would seriously inter- 
fere with the “free flow of inter- 
state commerce.” 

According to the complaint, the 
courtesy patrol has issued certain 
bulletins to govern enforcement of 
the sections beginning this week 
and has threatened to stop trucks 
on the highways and weigh them 
on portable scale devices. Unless 
restrained, the plaintiffs say, the 
patrol will require the unloading 
of freight when it is believed the 
loads may exceed limitations fixed 
by the law and otherwise will 
interfere with truck line operations. 

The petition challenges the legal- 
ity of the law, which sets maxi- 
mum loads which may be carried 
by trucks at 18,000 pounds per 
axle. 

The state will file a demurrer 
to the injunction suit, according to 


| Attorney General Byron G. Rogers. 


He said: “It is our theory that 
the act of the Legislature is con- 
stitutional. The law has been on the 
books since 1935.” 


Small Truck Unit 


Added by Frigidaire 
DAYTON, O.—Officials of Frigi- 
daire commercial and air condi- 
tioning division of General Motors 
Sales Corp. announce the addition 
a small condensing unit for 
refrigerated trucks to its line of 
mobile refrigeration equipment. 
This increases to four the various 





|models of this type of unit now 


| motor vehicles at reasonable prices, | 


with assurance of satisfactory 


available in sizes from ™% to 1% 
horsepower, inclusive. 

Because of the increased interest | 
in equipping smaller refrigerator | 


bodies, the new unit, which is a 
’ horsepower unit, was especially 


: ees | Service, that has brought increased | designed to meet this new demand. 
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spaneptne see 





ARCHITECT’S DRAWING of the new plant which Fedders Mfg. 


Co., 


Buffalo, is completing at Owosso, Mich. The new plant is oqumees with auto- 


matic machinery for production of automotive radiators for ori 
on cars, trucks, tractors, busses and industrial units, in add 


for cars, busses and trucks. 


nal equipment 
tion to heaters 


Pa. Conclave Told Vital Role 
Of Trucks in Defense Plan 


Special to Automotive News 
CONNEAUT LAKE, Pa— 
(UTPS).—Trucks have become the 
No. 1 transportation medium as the 
result of the war in Europe, Rich- 
ard J. Beamish, member of Penn- 
sylvania public utility commission, 
declared Saturday night at the 
banquet closing the seventh an- 
nual convention of the Penn- 
sylvania Motor Truck Assn. 


“The experience in this war up- 
to-date shows that the railroads 
are no longer the primary trans- 
portation medium,” Beamish told 
400 persons attending the annual 
banquet that closed the three-day 
convention. “Motorized  trackless 
transportation now claims -first 
place. You men who know trucks 
have become overnight the lead- 
ers of mass transportation, the 
master distributors of food, mu- 
nitions, heavy and light goods of 
all kinds. 


“Bombers smash railheads and 
tracks,” Beamish reminded his 
audience, “but there are not enough 
bombers on earth to halt the mil- 
lions of trucks that find their way 
to the people who scatter stra- 
tegically when the bombers ride 
the winds.” 


Beamish stressed the need for 
highway transportation to be 
aware of “your place in the sud- 
denly altered way of life,” and 
urged the truck operators not to 
be “content to be led through the 
nose by outside interests.” He 
stated that the PMTA and “similar 
associations throughout the nation 
must run their own business, must 
solve their own problems and must 
unite for self-protection and for 
the defense of this, the foremost 
defender of liberty in the world, 
the United States of America. 

“This war and the wave of 
preparedness that is sweeping the 
country will advance your growth 
overnight,” Beamish said. “You 
will be exploded and forcefully im- 
pelled into transportation leader- 
ship. Already Wall Street has its 
eyes upon you. Mergers are going 
forward. Expansions of territory 
and equipment are on every side. 
The Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion and the various state utility 
commissions are already faced 
with new and important transpor- 
tation problems involving the 
trucking industry. 

“It is important to the welfare 
of every company and: every in- 
dividual represented in this con- 
vention that they immediately line 
up with the regulatory commis- 
sion for fair, honest and above 
board regulations that will assure 
fair and equal treatment to every 
trucking concern,’’ Beamish 
warned. “Minimum rates must be 
established and rigidly enforced. 
There should be the fullest co- 
operation between rails and trucks 
without any back stabbing or dis- 
criminatory tactics.” 

Lieut. Gov. Samuel S. Lewis 
stressed at a luncheon Friday that 
not too much hope should be 
placed on the superhighway as a 
military road, explaining that 
events in Europe have shown that 
“a ‘Fifth Columnist’ or dive bom- 
ber could blow up a tunnel” and 
“thus seriously retard superhigh- 
way communications between the 
east and the west.” 

Another luncheon speaker was 
William S. Livingood jr., secretary 
of Internal Affairs, who pointed 
that “one of the greatest 
threats to our transportation sys- 
tem as well as to all 
is the growing interfer- 
ence of government with the proper 


forms of |! 


functions of business and the con- | 


sequent imposition of unfair regu- 
lations and unduly high taxes. 


Lewis stressed that the $48,000,000 
borrowed by the recent legislature 
from the motor license and liquid 
fuel funds “should and must be 
returned. It is money that was in- 
tended for road construction, re- 
construction, maintenance and 
other expenses incident thereto.” 


Livingood urged a curb on “de- 
structive governmental tendencies 
toward over-regulation “of the 
highway transportation industry, 
not only on your own account but 
for the sake of the nearly 300,000 
persons directly employed by the 
truck interests of Pennsylvania, 
and also for the sake of your cus- 
tomers and those businesses which 
receive a share of your annual 
payroll of more than $350,000,000.” 

Other speakers during the three- 
day convention included Paul H. 
Giddens, professor of history and 
political science, Allegheny college; 
L. J. Taber, of Washington, master 
of the National Grange; Harold G. 
Hoffman, former governor of New 
Jersey, and W. Y. Blanning, direc- 
tor, bureau of motor carriers, ICC. 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 


WORLD'S FAIR 
“PRIZE 
PACKAGE” 


(JULY AND AUGUST ONLY) 


ALL FOR *10 A DAY 


(or less, if Starlight Roof 
dinner is not desired) 

1. ROOM AND BATH 
—luxurious bath with 
tub and shower. 

2. BREAKFAST 
Anything you like, 
served in your room or 
Norse Grill. 

3. STARLIGHT ROOF 
Dinner, nationally 
known orchestras, and 
brilliant entertainment. 

4. DE LUXE LIMOUSINE BUS TO 
FAIR AND RETURN 
—hourly service from 
Waldorf direct to Wal- 
dorf station at Fair. 


5. ADMISSION TO WORLD’S FAIR 


For 2 Bivins 
in a Twin-Bedded Room 


PRIZE PACKAGE for $18 a Day 


(or less, if Starlight Roof dinner 
is not desired) 


Other combinations of rooms 
and suites, including air-con- 
ditioned rooms, are available 
during July and August at 
Summer rates based on the 
Package Plan charges. 

For reservations or further in- 
formation, please write Dept.116 


WALDORF 
ASTORIA 


Park Ave. * 49th to 50th 
New York 
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Built To Take lt: All FRAM bodies and covers 


are made of heavy, one-piece pressed steel. Threaded 
extrusions are reinforced with special FRAM patented 
heavy steel rings. A FRAM is built to outlast the motor 
on which it serves. Many manufacturers have found that 
FRAMS on their cars give them a definite sales advantage. 


—— 
Minute Man of the Motor. tiers tne 


FRAM patented Dip-stick—first device of its kind on a 
motor to tell the motorist when his filter cartridge needs 
replacing. And with clean oil always in the crank-case, 
repair bills will be cut. Your motors, equipped with FRAMS 
will earn a reputation for greater operating economy. 
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—LET’S TAKEA FRAM APART 


if You Had X-Ray Eyes here’s how a FRAM 
would look to you. Fiber cartridge filling, chemically im- 
pregnated by a patented process, not only removes dirt, 
sludge and impurities, but impedes the formation of harm- 
ful chemical contamination. Keeps oil good as new. Packed 
in metal containers,can’t ruptureordump dirt into oilstream. 


t 





= 
Adequate Capacity—s natr-ton pick-up can't 
carry a 12-ton load. Neither can an oil filter with inade- 
quate capacity give a motor the protection it needs. Every 
FRAM is built to do its particular job well . . . to clean oil 
really clean, to clean it faster and to keep it clean longer. 
A correct capacity FRAM for every motor size and use. 








. » »« CAN YOU spare 


minutes and 34 seconds? 


Heres the story of the FRAM Oil & 
Motor Cleaner. It’s a story of vital im- 
portance to every man interested in giving 
more sales appeal, improving the per- 
formance and increasing the efficiency of 
the motors he builds. 


This revolutionary oil filter was in- 
troduced just six short years ago. Today, 
there are more than two million FRAM- 
equipped cars on the road ... and thou- 
sands more on the production lines carry 
FRAM as standard equipment. Look at 
the illustrations on this page. They’ll 
show you why FRAM has shot to fame in 
a few short years—on merit alone! 


For further information, write: 


FRAM CORPORATION (tormerty Fieming mtg. co.) PROVIDENCE, R. I. 
Factories: East Providence, R. I. and Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Canadian Distributor: J.C. Adams Co., Ltd., Toronto 
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FRAM Is Riding High—.n headed for the ceiling. Here's how 


FRAM sales have climbed in the past five years. Full page advertising in 
Collier’s, Life and Saturday Evening Post is helping to win new friends for 
FRAM. The FRAM Oil & Motor Cleaner is standard equipment on many 
car, truck, tractor, marine and industrial motors, as shown in the list below. 
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Following are listed the manufacturers who have standardized on FRAMS: AUTOCAR Tractors, AVAILABLE Trucks, AVERY Tractors, BECK Steeliner Buses, BULL STEWART Motors, CONDOR Trucks, ne 

CONTINENTAL Motors, FORD Tractors, GRAHAM Supercharger Cars, GRAHAM-BRADLEY Tractors, GRAMM Trucks, GUIBERSON Diesels, KERMATH Marine Motors, LINCOLN-ZEPHYR Cars, MACK Trucks | Wh 
(ED, EE, EF, EG), PACIFIC Marine Motors, SCRIPPS Marine Motors, SILVER KING Tractors, STANDARD Gas Engines, STAR Marine Engines, STUDEBAKER COMMANDER Cars, STUDEBAKER PRESIDENT 


Cars, STUDEBAKER Buses, STUDEBAKER Trucks, TRIUMPH (English) Cars, K. R. WILSON Electrical Units, K. R. WILSON Industrial Units, K. R. WILSON Marine Motors, WILSON MFG. CO. Motors. 





